
THE GARONNE.

therefore, so completelj in consonance with the

desire of those who trembled at the prospect of

half-paj, was pronounced, first the most proper,

and then the most likely thing in the world to

be followed up; and the sole subject of inquiry

soon was, which regiments might expect to be

allotted for this service, and which would return

home. For my own part, I from the first laid my
account with being sent out, because the corps tO'

which I belong had not suffered so much as many

others in the war which was just closed. Nor, in

the end, did I find myself deceived. There was a

time, indeed, in which I began to waver, and though

my doubts did not continue long in existence, it

is nevertheless proper that I should say where they

originated.

You are perhaps aware, that on the conclusion

of an armistice between the French and British

armies, one of the conditions was, that the ganison

of Bayonne should be permitted to forage to the

extent of seven leagues from the town. This of

course occasioned a scarcity of ibod for the horses,

and it was deemed necessary, in consequence of

that scarcity, to move part of the British force a day*s

march towards the rear. Now it had so happened

that, among the rest of our conclusions, we had

agreed that the troops destined for America would

embark at Bourdeaux, those destined for Bngland at

Passage. Finding ourselves, therefore, proceeding
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