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docs tiol cTesfroy or t!Im!iilsli tlie rl.'.lils of (lie cill/rn lo fian\InR

Iho ciMidiict «)f |)iil>!io ir.on ami (Im- frr.iffnry of public mrasiircs.

]1 V >J'0!l 1, s iil'u* of (lio "frcidotii of iiivcf.fijiitiori'' a-, ** ifio hirlli

ri'Iit niK'I (lici Ijo.T-t of I'vcty ArncritMn citi/.-n."'

in lilt! fust SiUfiiirc of ;i circni.ir Irtkr, niklrci'ud ]>y the

Continental Cofi^,'r<.'.ss to tlieir conslitm iila In J779, vo finil tNi

folloNvlng very just rcpuhliraii sniliiMcnt. *' In Govcrnnicnts

raisctl on llit; ^onerous jirlnripti-n of equal liberty, (lie rulers

of tlic state ore (he servants of the people, and not tin: masters

of tl M)"<IJ roin wluin) they derive nu (hority •' This beiwK t?ii!

case it is snrely propLT, that tlic pcojilo slundil rx"\inlnc,

vihcthcr their rulers are faithfni. Let ine here add another

quotation froni a (irm asscrtor of Atncrlean lilserty, a disfln^ulih-

ed ()atriot of 1774, already repeatedly referred to. *• JJelievc

nic, my countrymen, the labor of evaniining for ourselves, or

great Imposition, niiisl be submitted to ; tliero Is no alternative,

und imleis wc weigh and consider what wc examine, little benefit

^i!l result from rc^ecrch/'f

Wc clearly perceive, that on Tirr, PRisTTPi.rs or tuuk repub-
licanism \iv. have a ri^hf^ and it Is our duty, to examine the

conduct of our rulers, and the tendency of their measures. We
liavc caeh o( us a riL.ht to inquire, examine, and judso for our-

selves wlK^ther the present war is justifiable, or unjustifiable. To
iJo thi?, It indeed our indispeiisibic moral dntij. If some of you
have not carefully cxamineil lhi?» subject already, let me entreat

you to attend (» it, as , duty you owe to yourselves, your fami-

lies, your country, and your God. That you may take an Im-

partial view of both sides of the great question rcsjicctlng the

present war ; that you may candidly and clearly judge concerning it

;

I advise you io read with candor, deliberation, and care on tho

one side, I'resident Madison's Manifesto and the report of the

Committee of foreign relations In favor of a declaration of war.

—

1 also advise you to read on the other side, with the same candor,

deliberation, and care, an address of members of the House of
Kepresentatives, who opposed a declaration of war.+ From an
attentive perusal of these publications, on both sides, you may
obtain far more correct information than can be had from common

• Charge to the Grand Jury of the city ofNcw-York, July C, 1815.

f Quincy's Observations 5:c. p. 17.

J I would now furtlier ndvl?e a careful perusal and comparison of the

publications of tlie Koekinphrun Conventions, at TJrenHvood, and Kings-
ton ; in xvhiehthfcstafeinents and opinions oftliosc, on dilTereiUsidi'Softhis

^reat question, in our Country, will be seen. I would .ilso advise tlie

reader to examine such other publicntions, as may throw light on this

tnomttitoui suhject.
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