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I. Ol THi: PRODAUI.E CONSrQUEKCES Of
THE LDUCATION OH A RURAL PEOPLK. ,,

These may be considered as aiFccting a rural

pcMplo, either in tluur political attachments, in

their rciigicuis sentuiiL-iits, or their individual

happiness,

VVi in rcc^urd to tlic attaclimrnt which the in-

habitants of any C(.untry may form for the go-

vernment undor which they Hve, I would lay it

down as a fixt d principle, that no attachment of

this l;ind can be depended on, while the people

themselves remain in ij^norance. While this

igni^rance continues, they are capable neither of

appreciating the merits of their government, nor
of foreseeing the fatal consequences of attempt-

ing a change.

Wfiln a government possesses only a moder-
ate share of rxceileace, still it is better for the

people r,> sul)mit, than to risk, the consequences

of a revolutiiin. This is a position of which the

experience of all ages proves the truth. Histo-

ry renders it undeniable to all who arc fitted to

receive historical iniovmation. And all those in

every country who possess only a moderate por-

tion of kaiowl'dge, are convinced of its truth.

They are firmly attached to good order, and re-

gard revolutions v. ith horror. But how are the

totally i'^^nonint to learu this important lesson?

How are they to come to the knowledge of it,

who have no means of instruction ; who have

no records of the past, besides uncertain tradi-

tion, and the family tales which they learned al-

most as soon as they acquii'ed the use of speech f

To them the history of nations i:, s.aled up, the

experience of other timjs is lost. The admoni-

'.J*«ai^SJ'i» .»«r»«.

nir -^:rr'Tr-rrrff r!'.
^ii

'»iJ '

i
ii

!

'^:;Hy<»-...w«i»Hu-,T!!»;i
5(«»iii|ttJtttittiita»fe«,,i..


