
NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

of the Juice extruiSed from that fpecies which he calls the biter caf-

fava. /*. mong the Spaniards it is knowr ,• the name of Tuca brava.

Defer, dc Surin. torn. i. p. (i^»

47«

NOTE LVI. p. 330.

rpHR plantain is found in Afia and Africa, as well as in America.

Oviedo contends, that it is not an indigenous plant of the New
World, but was introduced into the ifland of Hifpaniola, in the year

1516, by father Thomas de Berlanga, and that he tranfplanted it

from the Canary ifl.inds, whither the original flips had been brought

from the Eaft Indies. Oviedo, lib. viii. c. i. But the opinion of

Acofla and other natur.ilifts, who reckon it an American plant, feems

to be better founded. Acofta Hift. Nat. lib. iv. 21. It was culti-

vated by rude tribes in America, who had little intercourfe with the

Spaniards, and who were deftitute of that ingenuity which difpofes

men to borrow what is ufeful from foreign nations. Gumil. iii. 186.

Wafer's Voyage, p. 87.

NOTE LVII. p. 331.

tT is remarkable, that Acofta, one of the moft accurate and beft in-

formed writers concerning the Weft Indies, affirms, that maize,

though cultivated in the continent, was not known in the iflands, the

inhabitants of which had none but caflada bread. Hift. Nat. lib. iv.

c. 16. But P. Martyr, in the firft book of his firft Decad, which was

written in the year 1493, upon the return of Columbus from his firft

voyage, exprefsly mentions maize as a plant which the iflanders cul«

tivattd, and of which they made bread, p. 7. Gomara likewife af-

ferts, that they were acquainted with the culture of maize. Hiftor.

Gener. cap. 28. Oviedo defcribes maize without any intimation of

its being a plant that was not natural to Hifpaniola. Lib, vii. c. i.
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