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|)cA)lioly tode«kii% l^at iiheir afiiswdre have appeared to us altogether

Midsfliotory.wlitli ^espeet to orUiodoxy«nd to tUehr Axed detorminataoin

to submit, in «n tifiii^ to the decieionB of ^le Holy 8ee. Wkliottt

refemog to ^epwit, we ordain tfaat^ in future, any one having coiraoi-

entious groondgmboMptaintagainst thisca&eHcIn8titutioD,oranyother,
shall not appeal to the inoompetent tribunal of public opinion, throngh
puldic prints, but iio those whom the holy laws of the catholic hieitnv

chy have appointed the judges and guardians of faith. We are not,

we catholics, so strong that we may, without danger, render our sepa-

rated hrethren the witnesses of our intestine divisions ; and besides

charity, whiteh must Unite together the members of the great catholic

family, prescribes rules Which we cannot violate without offending God.

VI.

ELECTIONS.

Already, O. D. B. B., by the decrees of the preeeeding Councils,

and in many circJillar and pastoral letters, we have warned you against

the numerous disorders too frequently occasioned by the elections.

We here say, with profound grief, that thisterrible evil, far from
abating, seems, ^on the contrary, to be on the increase. The men
called to govern the state are not less concerned than your pastors :

they have enacted new laws to check these disorders, which threaten

to shake civil society to its very foundations ; we come, in our tiirn; to

propo^ to yoiu, nottiew laws, <bwt the immfoveable rules which divine

>visldom-ha8 established as theess^dal bases of all societies ; rules so

ti^satccj thlit, without them, civil society can have neither peace nor

tmiOHriiy, as the perpetual a^t^ti^is, to wnioh certainnations in lEuropc

«fe 'sL pirey, abuiwlalitly jwove.

Gud,is ifae^Lio^ of nat^ns as well as of indiyidualB : fie t^tll

judge all with iAifteatible justice.

God is the Lord of those who govern, as well as of those who are

goVembd : and He «ha11 «dil to a Htrictaccouht the public ami private}

conduet'ofall.


