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Irse of our

daily journeys, that this may, in some degree, have

arisen from our navigators' having generally viewed

the ice from a considerable height. The only clear

and commanding view on board a ship is that from

the crow's-nest ; and Phipps's most important

remarks concerning the nature of the ice to the

north of Spitzbergen were made from a station seve-

ral hundred feet above the sea ; and, as it is well

known how much the most experienced eye may
thus be deceived, it is possible enough that the irre-

gularities which cost us so much time and labour

may, when viewed in this manner, have entirely

escaped notice, and the whole surface have appeared

one smooth and level plain.

It is, moreover, possible that the broken state in

which we unexpectedly found the ice may have

arisen, at least in part, from an unusually wet sea-

son, preceded, perhaps, by a winter of less than

ordinary severity. Of the latter we have no means

of judging, there being no record, that I am aware

of, of the temperature of that or any other winter

passed in the higher latitudes ; but, on comparing

our Meteorological Register with some others, kept

during the corresponding season, and about the

same latitude *, it does appear that, though no ma-

* Particularly that of Mr. Scoresby during the month of

July, fiom 1812 to 1818 inclusive, and Captain Franklin's

for July and August, 1818.


