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It was in the year 1772, that the first Emigration from^the High-

lands of Scotland to North America took p ace, from the estates of

Lord Macdonell, in thelsleofSkey, and ofLord Seaforih; from Kintail

and Loch Broom. These Emigrants went to South Carolina—they

were all Protestants. In the year 1773, Macdonald, of Clanranald,

began to display some hostile feeling against Catholics. His factor,

John Macdonald, of Glen Aladale, who was a Catholic himself, wish-

ing to relieve the Tenants of Clanranald from the hard usage they

experienced from their Landlord, sold his property in order to assist

them to emigrate, and took a ship load of them to Prince Edward's

Island, then called St. John's Island, But not meeting with proper

encouragement, many of these Emigrants removed to Acadia, on the

main land of Nova Scotia, where they remained, until the breaking

out of the Revolutionary War in 1774. The whole of them, that is

to say all capable of bearing arms, then joined ihe Royal Standard;

some under Captain Macdonald himself, and others undei Major

Small, and were called the 84th Regiment. This corps was formed

with the addition of another body of Highlanders, under General

McLean.

In the year 1773 another large party of Highlanders emigrawd

from Glengarry and Knoidart, at the invitation of the celebrated Sir

William Johnston, to the then British province of New V^fk, and

settled in the bush of Sir WiUiam, on the borders of *^e Mohawk

River. When the Revolutionary War broke oat, the itnericans tried

every means to detain them in the country. Wb'** ^^^y ^o""d that

entreaties, persuasions, threats and coaxing vv^^^ ^^ "® avail, tney

arrested several of the influential men, and -onfined them in prison ;

but they contrived to effect their own re^ase, and under the guidance


