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OUT Indians made slaves, and an old man whom they
1)1. rnt at the stake, without any iipparent repugnance at

the commission of such a barbarous action.

This cruelty seemed more marked to me than that

which they had exercised against the four Iiulians

whom they had taken in the Sac town. I availed my-
self of this occasion and circumstance to satisfy the curi-

osity which I mentioned a moment ago.

Oni.- of our Frenchmen understood the Irotiuois

language. 1 l)egged him to tell the Indians that I

was suiprised to see them take so much i)leasure in

tormenting a wretched old man, that the right of M'ar

did not extend so far, and that such barbarity seemed
to me to belie the principles which they had seemed
to entertain for all men. An Iroquois answered,
and, to justify his comrades, said that, when they fell

into the hands of the Sacs and Foxes, they received

still more cruel ti'catment, and that it was their cus-

tom to treat their enemies as they themselves would
be treated if conquered.

I would have wished to know this Indian's language

to show him myself what was defective and blamable in

ills reasoning ; but I had to content myself with repre-

^onting to him that nature, and particularly religion,

rc([uired us to be humane to each other ; that modera-
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that they should deprive them of life only as rebels and
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