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Its inten-

tion.

The general HISTORY of

mal invitation to neighbouring powers to accede

thereunto; and folemn .?iTurances that the con-

tradling parties had no ether view than to prelerve

the general tranquility of Europe, and to prevent

the flames of war, already kindled between Great

Britain and France, from fpreading to other coun-

tries. But, notwithflanding thefe pacific declara-

tions, the King of PrufTia foon difcovered, th?.t

the principal end propofed by the Emprefs Qiieen,

in this alliance, was the recovery of Silefia-, in

M-'l

threaten the public tranquility,' his moft Chriftian Majcfty,

and the Emprefs Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, who equally

defired the unalterable duration of the friendlhip and good

underllanding that now happily fubfifts between them, have

thought it necelTary to take proper meafures for that pur-

pofe.

To this end the Emprefs Queen declares and promifes, in

the moft folemn and binding manner, that ftie will not, either

diredlly or indireftly, take any part in the above differences,

in which fhe is now no way concerned, but on the contrary fiie

will obferve an exaft and perfedl neutrality during the whole

time of the war that may be occafioned by the faid differences

between England and France.

His moll Chriftian Majefty on his part, far from defiring to

engage any other power in his private quarrel with England,

reciprocally declares and promifes, in the nr.oft folemn and

binding manner, that he will, on no pretext or reafon what-

foever, attack or invade the Low Countries, or any other

kingdoms, ftates or provinces, under the dominion of her

Majefty the Emprefs Queen ; as likewife neither direftly nor

indireftly injure her poffeilions or rights j which her Majefty

the Emprefs Queen doth in the fame manner promife with re-

s fpeft to the kingdoms, ftates, and provinces, of his moft

Chriftian Majefty. This convention or aft of neutrality fliall

be ratified by the Emprefs Queen within the fpace of fix

months, or fooner if poflible.
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