
PREFACE.

IL n'f a pcrsoniie ^ui

Be convicnne que Part

de lire ne soit la ba&e des

langues moderncs ; ma!-

gr6 cct aven, rcxperiencc

journaliere iiuus fait Toir

que c'cst a quoi la p1<i.

part de ceux qui ensci-

gnent la Fran^oisc, dans

ce royaume, out le moms

d*attcntiou,

Je u6 puis ccpeodact

discoDTeoir qu'ii u'y 'mt

des profess^urs dc langue

Fran^oise dont le savoir,

U capacite et les suius

ne saiiruient dtre r6?o-

*^u6s en depute ;
jo parle

senlemon t do ceut qui

«?nseinnciit en general ; ct

j'ose dire quo si o>i tes

exainiuuit avcc soin, oil

en trouVcroit un grand

Domhre dout la niethodc

est lr<5s defcctueuse ; c'tst

principalcment a cc de-

faut qu^on doit imputer le

pcu dc progres quo leu is

ecoliers font i\kt\s notro

liingue I car bien que

THAT reading, with

propriety, is the basii

of modern languages,

every individual must ad*

mit : notwithstanding this

acknowledgment, daily ex-

perience furnishes us with

sufHcient proofs of iis being

very little attended to by

most of the French teachers

in this kingdom.

I would not, however, be

understood, that th^ir are

not to be met with in it

learned, skilled, and careful

French masters ; I speak

only of the greatest part of

th«in ; and I may venture^

io say, that manyiproui:!

be ||ii|id, upon a strict' ex-

amiMt^^v^y dcficiii.t iVi

their nimjods, or rather

their manner of tcachino i

to this dtliciency, I ima*

gine, may not be improper-

ly "attributed the slow or

little proji^rtss thtir scho-

lars usually make in our

language ; tho' admittin {

that Nature be not tqnaHy
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