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ing him to give implicit faith and obedience to Bobadilla;

and they dehvered, at the same time, a summons from the

latter to appear immediately before him.

This laconic * letter from the sovereigns struck at once at

the root of all his dignity and power. He no longer made
hesitation or demur, but complying with the peremptory sum-
mons of Bobadilla, departed, almost alone and unattended,

for San Domingo.*

CHAPTER FOUR

wi

COLUMBUS AND HIS BROTHERS ARRESTED AND SENT TO
SPAIN IN CHAINS

[1500]

The tidings that a new governor had arrived, and that

Columbus was in disgrace, and to be sent home in chains,

circulated rapidly through the Vega, and the colonists hast-

ened from all parts to San Domingo to make interest with

Bobadilla. It was soon perceived that there was no surer

way than that of vilifying his predecessor. Bobadilla felt

that he had taken a rash step in seizing upon the govern-

ment, and that his own safety required the conviction of Co-

lumbus. He listened eagerly, therefore, to all accusations,

public or private ; and welcome was he who could bring any
charge, however extravagant, against the admiral and his

brothers.

Hearing that the admiral was on his way to the city, he

made a bustle of preparation, and armed the troops, affecting

to believe a rumor that Columbus had called upon the ca-

ciques of the Vega to aid him with their subjects in a resist-

ance to the commands of government. No grounds appear

for this absurd report, which was probably invented to give

a coloring of precaution to subsequent measures of violence

* Herrera, decad. i., lib. iv., cap. 9. Letter to the Nurse of Prince

Juan.


