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luit Mic Indians nsHurc that (he water rose liiuhei' tlian it ovim- did

lii'loi'c, and this is crcdiljlc iiiii-Jtiiiirh as it di(' not readi the tort this

_vear[l7:i0]. When Sicur dc hi I'cn-iere hx'uted it at that place it was

on I he iiHSurance of tlic Indian^ that tht; waters did not lisoso hij^h
;

however, he could not h)catf it more advanta^eouHly in rcirai'd hoth to

the (|uantity of hind nuitabh' for cultivation, and to the iihundanc<' of

^ar.ie. * ''• ••'• As the water nnixh' ]iossil)ly rise as liiyh. this foil

could l)e removed four or five arj)ents from the hUce shoni without ]>rej-

iidi(^o to I lie vii'ws enterlaiiii'd in hiiildiuij; it on its ]»rcs^nt site.

• It is very tni<' that these Indians did leave shortly after on a hunt-

insf excursion, as they are in the hahit of doini^;, for their own support

and that of their families, who have only that means of lividiliood, as

they do not eiiltivate the s(mI at all. M. de Betuiharnois has Just hecii

infornied that I heir ahseiici- was occasi<ine(l only l»y havinij'fallen in

while hunting; witli^i niimlier of jtrairie Scionx. hy whom they were

invited to aceoin]ianfy t.hem on a war expedition a<^ainst the Mahas,

which invitation tijrey ui'cepted, and returned "ul}' in the month of

.1 Illy tbllowinir.
^

"The intorc-sts of reli^-ioii, of (he service, and of the colon}', are in-

volved in the maintenance of (his esiahlislnnent, which has been the

inor(> necessary as there is no dould hut the Foxes, w hen routed,

would have lound an asylum amon^ the Scioux luul iu)t the French

been settled there, an<l the docility an<l suhiiiission jnanilested !>y the

Foxes can not he atlrihuled to an}' cause except tlu' attention enter-

taine<l \<y the Scioux lor the l-'rench, and the offei's which the former

madelhe latter, of which the I'oxes were fnlly cftgnizant.

''it is necessary to relaiii theSeioux ic these favoralde dispositions,

in order to keep the l''oxes in (dieid<. and counlei'act the measui'cs they

miii;ht adopt to train over the Scioux, who will invariahly rejei-t their

propositions so loui;- as I he French remain in the country, an<l their

tra<iin<:; ]>ost shall contiiuie there. But. des|)ite all these a(lvanta;.res

and the ini|iortaiice of pre-in-viiiL!; that estahlishment. M. de Beauhar-

nois can not take any slejts until he has news of the French who
asked his jiermiss'on this summer to i;-o up there with a canoe load ol

i;-oo<ls, an<l iiniil assured (hat those who wintered there Iiavtt not dis-

mantled the fort, and ( hat the Scioux continue in the same sentinu'nts.

Besiiles. it does not seem very easy, in tlu' })rt\sent conjiuicture to

juaintain that post unless there is a solid peace with the Foxes; on


