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terfering witb a pure election. I tbink,
therefore, the hon, gentleman, -was not jus-
tified inl ascribing the frauds whlcb bave
been practlsed, and of which lie gave only
one Illustration, that of London-I say lihat
be 'vas flot justified In the crIticlsm that
be made after the course pursued by the
governent I arn quite as f ree to coudern
what occurred In London as any one. No
one could defend It, but you nmust remern-
ber the envîrouments. With reference to
ail this bribery, It la sti'ange to say that lu
the statements made by the parties, four-
fifths of tbem declaed tibat they were going
to vote for Hyman ;nyway, ïgo that It did
flot materlally affect the result. Mr. Hyman
'vas elected by a rnajority of over 400, or
In the neighbourhood. of 400. No sucli
number as that, nor one-baif, nov one-fourtb
of that number have been shown to be
bribed. It 'vas not abown by the evidence
that Hyman was cognizant of lt. It must
have been known to the London people, and
wJby did they flot file a protest and conteat
the election and then the wbole matter would
have been brouglit ont squarely and the
trial judges could bave disfranchised tbose
votera who 'vere found gullty of accepting
a bribe? There waa the opportunity. The

-Conservatives did, not do It. Wby did tbey
flot do it? The oniy conclusion one reaches
la that they were juat as bad tbeniseivea If
uot worse. By conimon consent notbing
'vas raid about It. The environment of
London had flot a very good record lu the
past. I do flot propose to go into lt. I do
not propose to refer to it at ail. It la flot a
matter for this Chamber, but no one wll
deny the statement 1 make that It was flot
the flirat time that charges of corruption
lad been made witb refereflce te London
elections. The han. gentleman spoke about
ballot awitching and talked about It ex-
Isting everywhere. He did flot define where
everywhere 'vas. It la very 'vell knowin
where It began. It -was when Mr. Birrning-
Liam sent Fireeboru up to Manitoba lu
1896. The evidence ail carne out in the
courts. It was 'veil known there that lie
'vent around snd lnatructed parties at the
different polIs how tliey 'vere to switcb)
the ballots. That 'vas the firat time 've ever
heard of ballot switching. 1

Hon. Mr. WATSON-He was a good man
In North Bruce.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I do not know about
that. My hon. friend can tell us about
It But there la the fact that it 'vas r-
tised on a large scale and that it carne
*'before the court. At ieast one member 'vas
unseated on the evîdence dlsclosed Iu Mani-
toba. So that I thlnk that the hon. gentie-
mn 'as mot justified In the extreme langu-
aga lu wbich he indulged and ln 'vhich 1
would lie sorry to foliow hblm, giving us no
positive evidence, simply generalities, ex-
pecting everybody to believe the statements
he made. According to bis view the mn-
jority of tbe Liberal party were elected
mast the ame way. 1 thlnk the hon, gentle-
man could flot be sýustained even by bis
own frlends lu the extreme statement that
lie made on that point to the House ast
niglit. The bon, gentleman said that lie did
nýot believe It bîmacîf. 1 do not think it la
dignified to make a statement of that kind
Iu this Cbamnber unlesa tbey bave a fair
and lioneat basis. Tbere are rnany gentle-
men wbo bave vivid recoilections of fraud
liaving been practised on tbern by tbe Con-
servative party. I tbink there are niany
sitting in this Cliamber to-day ln that posi-
tion. 1 have heard reference to it in the
past. Perliapa If these. hou. gentlemen are
invited to speak tliey 'vilI be able to tbrow
somie liglit upon wliat frauda bave been
perpetrated In the past. If I choose to go
Into that sort of work I couid give the
House a great many instances that would
rather startle bon. members. My recoliec-
tien goes back a very long time. My firat
rernembrance of. elections is wben an eiec-
tien occupied a week. Then there was but
one polling place, and the stronger aide
ca-rried the day; wben encli aide lad a bouse
open, nnd when men hung arouud and
drank for three days ln the week nt the
expense of one candidate and for the other
three days at the expense of the other can-
didate. Notbing but debauchery during the
whole perlod. Then the next change 'vas
the creating of a number of poiiing dlvi-
aiens. Then came the law reduclng the
time to two daya. Iu rny recollection the
voting extended for two days-open voting.
1 wlI not say wliat occurred upon sudh oc-
casions; 1 could tbrow some considerable
liglit upon the subie-et if I wisbied to go into
it, but I do not choose to do so. At that
time tbe contested' elections 'vere decided


