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accepted as current for competent wirkinen in
the district ini which the work is being per -formed ;and if there Is no0 current rate la snch
district. then a fair and reasonable rate ;and
ln the ev~ent of a dispute arislng as te what
13 the current or fair and reasonable rate, il
sbahl be determined by the minister, whose
decision shall be final.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN-I move thiat after the
26th line of this clause the followlng be
added :

Notwithstanding any coatract previously en-
tered ite.

W7e bave had diffictilty ln British Co-
lumbia. wliere con tractors inakqle contracts
with msen and bring thiem ijito these dis-
~tricts at lower wages than the government
are ptying. This question lias been raised
ln the courts, and 1 thi)îk. as tlîe goveri-
nment is desirous tîxat workzinien sioiot d
get fair and full wages, that this addition
should be put in.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Tlsat
would niot be fair.

Hon. Msli. CLORAN-The Minister of Jus-
tice and tise courts of tlie country are liav-
ing trouble on that point. The government
are anxious the M-orkmen sliould get fair
wag-es. The contractors are able to make
.contracts outside, either la the United
States or ia foreigs counitries. and bring
the workmen into Canada and pay less
wages than tbe government want to pay
tieni.

Hon. MsIr. DeBOUCHERVILLE-There is
also the case where workmen are brougbt lns
by contractors and are îlot paid at ail. I
,ca cite a case where 100 Italians were em-
ployed by a man who paid them nothing.
Lt ivas under the Mercier government, and
the goverulment took upon theniselves to
pay theni. I do not know that they liad
the right to do so. Lt is very bard to have
thiose poor people working for weelîs and
getting nothing.

Hon. M-Nr. SCOTT-I think the last sen-
tence of tbe clause covers It:

And ln the event of a dispute arising as to
what Is the current or fair and reasonable
rate, it shall be deternsined by the minister.
whose dtcision shall be final.

Hou. '-%r. DeBOUCHERVILLE-But the
eompany will say they are inot bound to
carry out the contractor's bargain, and 1
think there should be sonsetliing iii t l aw%,
that If tbey do not pay in a certain nuniber
of days tbey should be punished.

Honi. Mr. SCOTT.

Hon. Msl. SCOTT-If bon. gentlemen
would refiect, they would see that ail the
coniraets that are entered into now con-
tain what is called the fair-wage clause-
that the fair-wages in the locality shall be
paid to the labourer. Lt is pretty well
guarded.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Tbat
is contracts e'ntered into, by the governînent,
not in ail cases of private contracts, but It
Nvould ratber be a stretcb of authority if
we were to pass a law 110W to annul cou-
tracts which were made before the passage
of this BIII. There would be no safety for
a man who would take a contract under
the circumstances, and on no account ought
we to pass a retroactive clause of the ki.nd
sug-gested by the bon. gentleman. There
is no possible means of reacbing the case
that is cited by my bon. friend froin Moni-
tarville, where the contractor is thle em-
p)loyer. If he cheats the emiployee there is
no means; of compelling Lim to pay unless
bie snes him for It. I know the pracfice was,
under the late goverament-and I t1iinl :t
-bas been carried out under the present gov-
erinenit-that wbiere a road bas been sub-
sidized by fibe goverrament, and die con-
tractor bas failed to pay, tbey have witlbbeld
the bonus until those wdiom the contracter
lias falled to pay were paid. The lprinciple
prevailed in the ca-nal system. That is a
provision that migiht be madýe in this lam-
that where aid is given by the country for'
the construction of a road that ail bonuses
should be withbeld until those employed la
the construction of tbe road were paid. and
that Is as far as you can go.

Hon. Mr. DeBOUCHEIIVILLE-Does the
bon. Secretary of State approve of what
the hon. gentleman says ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-It bas been thse prac-
tice, but I prefer not puttîng it ln ain Act of
parliament.

Hon. Mr. DeBOUCHERV'ILLE-WhIere
do you put lt ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-ln every contract.

Hon. Mr. DeBOUCHERVILLE-But w-ly
not say they shahl put that in tbe coatract ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-You cannot dr-aw a
liard and fast line like tbat.


