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The government must set some priorities. I cannot enunciate
this strongly enough. The first priority is to get out of the grants
business 100 per cent; no more grants, period. Second, there
should be no public financial lending institutions. They provide
a conflict for the government with the private sector. Govern-
ments should be in the business of making sure business
operates fairly and is honest. It should not be in the business.

Third, there should be no loan guarantees to megaprojects and
there should be no political patronage. Fourth, there should be
no guarantees to small business and there should be no loan
guarantees to farms, and we should not treat them differently.

To reverse the order—

The Speaker: My colleague will have the floor when debate
continues after question period.

It being 11 a.m., the House will hear Statements by Members.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]
AIDS

Mr. Jesse Flis (Parkdale—High Park, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
by the turn of the century the World Health Organization
estimates that as many as 30 million people may be exposed to
the virus which causes AIDS. It is therefore critical for Canada
to create partnerships with other governments in an effort to
combat the spread of this deadly disease. For example, the
Canada-Ukraine partners program is proving it is possible to
contain HIV infection and prevent the devastation of AIDS.

Yesterday by hosting the president of the Ukraine’s national
HIV-AIDS committee, I had the opportunity to learn about
community health education programs which will have a direct
impact on both of our countries.

We must continue to support these efforts which serve as
model examples of international co—operation.
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[Translation]

RECOGNITION OF SAME SEX SPOUSES

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, the content of the speeches made last night in this
House on the recognition of same sex spouses shows that this
country still has a long way to go as far as respect for differences
is concerned.

The Liberal member for Central Nova, who made hateful and
disparaging remarks on the gay community last winter, ex-
pressed her contempt again last night when she said, and I quote:
“Canadians do not have to accept homosexuality as being
natural and moral. Homosexuality is not natural, it is immoral”’.

The comments made by the Reform member for Calgary
Northeast also reflect a narrow mindset.

The members of the Bloc Quebecois strongly denounce the
contemptuous attitude of some Liberal and Reform members
toward the gay community. We will never accept the attacks
made against this community by small minded politicians, when
all homosexuals want is the same rights as those enjoyed by
other citizens.

[English]

NATIONAL AWARENESS WEEK

Mrs. Sharon Hayes (Port Moody—Coquitlam, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, today wraps up national awareness week. This week
was a time for Canadians to have a special opportunity to focus
on promoting and creating barrier free learning for people with
disabilities. It was a time to recognize the thousands of volun-
teers and the partnership of organizations and governments that
adds strength to the message of access. One aspect of the
program is the face to face program that matches employers with
those with disabilities.

I am pleased to thank many of my colleagues, as many
members from the House, including Reformers, are participat-
ing again this year.

As part of awareness week the Standing Committee on Human
Rights and the Status of Disabled Persons had the opportunity to
present the Centennial Flame award. As a member of that
committee, I congratulate this year’s winner, Miss Laurie Belle-
fontaine.

Opportunity is not created by quotas and coercion. Opportuni-
ty becomes real through community based initiatives such as
this that promote understanding of the abilities and strengths of
the disabled in the workplace.

I salute all who participate in this worthy program.
* %k X
[Translation)

CHILD SUPPORT

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, 62
per cent of single parent families led by women live in poverty.
Two weeks ago, the courts ruled against Suzanne Thibaudeau,
who had challenged the law requiring custodial parents to pay
taxes on child support payments. The law is unfair and simply
impoverishes women even more. We have waited long enough.

[English]

Parliament has already debated this issue in the form of a
private member’s motion. There has been a task force on child
support payments. The minister has had ample time and oppor-
tunity to act.



