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composite leading index is up .8 per cent for one month. Car and 
truck sales are up 12 per cent over the same period last year. 
Merchandise exports are up 13.1 per cent over the same period 
last year. Inflation is only .2 per cent.

Finally let me quote the Governor of the Bank of Canada who 
said that the signs show that strong foundations are being laid 
for a sustainable expansion to our economy.

This government deserves an A-plus.

[Translation]

FRANCOPHONE AND ACADIAN MINORITIES

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Rivière-des-Prairies): Mr.
Speaker, the income gap between francophones and anglo­
phones, which keeps widening, is partly due to the fact that 
francophone minorities in Canada do not have management 
control of their elementary and secondary schools. This opinion 
is also shared by the hon. member for Ottawa—Vanier. After 
thirty years of futile struggle, half of the Franco-Ontarian 
students still attend English schools, and their parents are 
getting poorer every year.

Yesterday, in this House, the Minister of Canadian Heritage 
reiterated the government’s intention to reestablish the Court 
Challenges Program.

Francophone and Acadian minorities in Canada do not need 
federal subsidies to pay for their lawyers. The Supreme Court 
has already confirmed their rights. These minorities need the 
same degree of generosity displayed by Quebecers toward their 
anglophone minority, which includes fair financing of their 
schools as well as control of these schools.

SENIOR CITIZENS

Hon. Roger Simmons (Burin—St. George’s): Mr. Speaker, 
our senior citizens are our most marvellous resource. They have 
made a great contribution to the country; whether it is risking 
their lives at war, building our infrastructure, designing our very 
enviable social safety net, preserving and transmitting our value 
system.

Everything we have, everything we are, everything we believe 
in, we owe to these men and women who are now seniors. Is it 
not time that we began to repay the debt we owe to these people, 
to begin watching out for those who have watched out for us for 
so long.

I am thinking particularly of the poor among them, the abused 
among them, the sick among them, the disabled. It is true that we 
have old age security and medicare, but it is time to go the extra 
mile, to reach out to those people really in need, those who want 
to stay in their homes, those who want to preserve and maintain 
their independence, those who want to live out their lives as they 
would choose to do it.

[English]

JUSTICE

Mr. Ian McClelland (Edmonton Southwest): Mr. Speaker, 
members will know that just this past Tuesday hundreds of 
peace officers from across Canada gathered in Ottawa to dedi­
cate a pavilion in memory of Canadian peace officers killed in 
the line of duty. The pavilion is 100 yards from this place.

I met with three widows of slain policemen. With tears in their 
eyes, they asked me to use my influence to repeal section 745 of 
the Criminal Code, a loophole that lets convicted murderers out 
of jail after just 15 years.

In 1971, the Liberal Solicitor General said that rehabilitation 
is a priority of the criminal justice system and not the protection 
of society. Life means life.

When will Parliament’s bleeding heart Liberals finally get in 
step with Canadians and put teeth in our criminal justice 
system? Protection of society must be the first priority of the 
criminal justice system. Life means life.

That is the challenge to us.

* * *

[Translation]

SEMAINE PROVINCIALE DU FRANÇAIS

Mrs. Pierrette Ringuette-Maltais (Madawaska—Victo­
ria): Mr. Speaker, today marks the end of a very exciting week 
in New Brunswick. I am referring to the Semaine provinciale du 
français, which began last Monday under the theme “Fêter, c’est 
français”, and concerns all of New Brunswick, that is both its 
French and English-speaking populations.

•(1115)THE ECONOMY
All week, activities took place across the province to promote 

French in New Brunswick.

On Monday, I was at the Cité des jeunes, where I met lively 
young francophones from New Brunswick who strive to pre­
serve the French fact in that province.

Mr. Don Boudria (Glengarry—Prescott—Russell): Mr.
Speaker, it being the last day before the Easter break, it is time 
for a report card on the government.

House sales are up 14.3 per cent over the same period last 
year. Employment is up 66 per cent February over January. The


