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tired of trying to stabilize things. Every day
there come new rulings fromn his department.
He is b!essed in having close to him a very
efficient tariff board wbich is doing a good job
if only he would pay some attention to its
recommendations. I see the Minister of Mines
and Resources (Mr. Crerar) looking inquir-
ingly at me. I say te him, let the tariff board
function free]y and put its recommendations
into effect, and tbe government will get some
use eut cf the board. It helps very much in
the administration cf tbe customs laws, but
there are se many rulings every day tbat
people are confused. Tbe mcst favoured
nation treatment is extended te twenty nations.
In 1936 it was extended te the United States,
as well as eighteen new articles cf agreement,
and altogether there are se many new regula-
tiens that the ordinary business man in Canada
is bewildered. We are in tbe midst cf an
excise tax muddle, and in the next tbree weeks
the situation will be wcrse. We do net know
wbiat we are geing te de about it. Instead
cf stability we bave instability in the conduct
cf tbe Department cf National Revenue.
The re.,ulatiens ail make it harder for the
business man te carry on. Tbat top profit cf
one, twc or tbree per cent wbich bie ceunts
on is skimmed off by tbo rulings, and it is
more difflcult for bim te tic business.

I am glad te note that tbe Minister cf
Transport (Mr. Hcwe) bias entered the
chamber. I wanted te say sometbing about
clause 5 cf tbe 1936 promises. In regard te
the Canadian National Railways parliamentary
responsibility was promised. and the hope xvas
baHl eut tbat railway losses would be reduced
and capital expenditures curtailed wberever
possible. I ask tbe minister tbis question: WTill
hie spend twelve and a baif or twenty-five
millions in Montreal on tbe Canadian National
Railways? Can hie say that tbe government bas
restorcd te parliament tbe responsibility for
tbc conduct cf tbat read and tbat it bais
reduccd lesses? Are tbe assets in better shape
than tbcv werc tbree or four years ago? Tbe
gox erniîiîct îîay rcply in the affirmativ e, but
wliat abeut tbe cost? Will tbe cest cf operating
tbat systeni be lcss tbis 'vear tluan it was last
year? Will it be reduccd in accerdance witb
the promises macle four short y'ears ago?

Tlîe radie system is operatcd under ny lien.
friend's dcpartmcnt. Aceording te clause 6
cf the 1936 premises, a radie inqcîiry was
promised, and it 'vas saicl thiat an independent
corporation weuid ho set ccp. Wlîat bave xve
bad? Tbe conduet of radio in Canada bias
been vexations te tlue Canadian people. Last
year, as the minister wiIl remember, lue
proprcsed to incease the foc', but after somc'
consideration be rose in bis place in the bouse
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and said that the fee would flot be increased.
In my opinion the fee system is wrong. It is
excessive and unnecessary, and you cannot
make the ordinary man in the street under-
stand why he should pay for the use of the air.
The fee should be abolished. Now the gcvern-
ment is faced with a greater difficulty. In the
old days before the introduction of radio, men
could stand on boxes at the street corners or
in the parks and exercise the right of free
speech to their hearts' content. and the then
government instituted section 98 of the crim-
mnal code. This governiment wiped out section
98 and substituted censorship by the radio
corporation. That body censors whatever goes
over the air to the Canadian people. In my
opinion the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion should be told in plain language that we
have made enoughi capital expenditure for the
time bcing and that they should slow down
and be more responsible to parliament.

Last night the Prime Minister seemcd to
be a littie weary. Altbougb be was master
of the ship hie couild not leave the belm but
hiad to, stay tberc ail the tinie in order to
guide the ship of state. H1e bas guiclec it
tbrougb stormy waters. bie saYs; but "aroutnd
and around in a circle it goes. and wvbcre
it is going nobody knows." In bis v ouniger
days. as 1 reinember hinm wbien 1 first came
to this bouse in 1922, he must biave been a
midshipman or cabîn boy. beî'ause lie said
tbat tbe 1919 platformn of tbe Liberal party
was mcrely a compass or a cliart to go by.
He bad his eyes gluied to the conipass. Now
tlhat hie is entrencbed in tbe leadership cf bis
party lie bias moved up to captain. Hie is
now captain of the sbip and 1we stays at tbe
lelm -doing wbat? Is lie carrying ouit he
pledges of 1936? -Most cf tlîer we hax c
beard netbing about.

For instance, take tbe I)arliarnntary secre-
tarvsbips. Tb ey hav e bec n put do wn flic
biatebI, awa clown belov tlie water-line., aond
bave been cov-eed cxci w'itb excess baggage.
\Ve bave bieard notbing about tbat subjeet.
I arn r t ber in accorid vith flic idva of parlha-
ment ary secret arysbîps. Wben 1 sec semee
of the ministers cinable te do ail tbic work
t luat cornes te tbeir cle.ks. I tbink parliainen-

tav secretaî'v.li Ps sbculc be est abli -lied.
Sccie of Ille nen I sce licre wluo aie flot
uloingo a repal clav's wcrk wlieuu in Ottawa, in
flie House cf Coinnens, rculci bc put te wcrk
is secretaries tînder ministers te belp) tbeni
i tli bedisu bare cf tbeir duties. Wben miuni-

cipa Ib1odies or flie publieh gene call I cocue te
Ottawa te ce a ini:tci rf cfilbe crewNv, xvbom
cdc tbey sec? Yocî cannet get clocze te tbec
inînist.er. Tbe efficient secretaries and tbey
are gcod secretaries ancd de work bard, being


