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Business of the House

Mr. BENNETT: Yes.
the debate on the address does not take pre-
cedence.

Hon. W. D. EULER (North Waterloo):
Mr. Speaker, I understood the Prime Minister
to say he did not intend the house should take
definite and complete action with regard to
railway matters, although the bill is ready, but
that it would proceed to second reading. May
I ask him whether on second reading the
customary discussion will be expected to take
place with respect to railway legislation?

Mr. BENNETT: Certainly, if the bill is
introduced.

Mr. EULER: It will go to second reading?

Mr. BENNETT: A motion will be made
for second reading and the debate will pro-
ceed.

Mr. ROBERT GARDINER (Acadia): Mr.
Speaker, I have listened with a good deal of
interest to the suggestions of the Prime Min-
ister. While we in this corner of the house
desire to expedite the special business of this
session in so far as the agreements reached at
the imperial conference are concerned, there
is only one matter which seems to me of some
importance at the present time, and that is
the discussion on the address. Until last
session, on motion of the Prime Minister the
debate on the address always took precedence
over other business, but last session the English
practice was introduced, by which government
business was taken at regular intervals after
the first day of the debate on the address.

I am not satisfied in my own mind that T
like the method we followed last session, be-
cause when the debate on the address is
carried on intermittently a great deal of
interest is lost. With the economic conditions
which exist in this country to-day I believe
that many hon. members will have something
to say of importance, and it seems rather un-
fortunate that interest in the debate should be
lost. We will try to assist the Prime Minister
in every way possible, but we will only have
Monday and Tuesday of next week to engage
in the debate on the address, so I would ask
the Prime Minister to permit his motion to
stand over until Monday in order that we
may give the matter further consideration,
again assuring him that we will expedite the
business of the session to the best of our
ability.

Mr. BENNETT: I made it perfectly clear,
Mr. Speaker, that the motion could not be
accepted to-day except by the unanimous con-
sent of the house, so in making this suggestion
my hon. friend is merely exercising his right.

The only point is

I think the hon. gentleman is wrong, however,
in assuming that the debate on the address will
end in two days; it will be continued for such
a period as may be desired.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Perhaps I might
be permitted to ask the Prime Minister
another question bearing on the statement
made by the hon. member for Acadia (Mr.
Gardiner). May we assume that the debate
on the address will be concluded before parlia-
ment adjourns? I really think the house
ought to have some assurance on that point
from the Prime Minister, because as my right
hon. friend well knows the debate on the
address is the one immediate opportunity this
house has to discuss questions which are upper-
most in the minds of the people of the country
at the present time. If the Prime Minister
could give us that definite assurance I believe
it would facilitate the work in general.

Mr. BENNETT: Such an experienced par-
liamentarian as the right hon. gentleman knows
I could not give that assurance. How could
I possibly do so after looking around the
house, as I now do, and seeing the number of
hon. members who may desire to take part in
the debate? However, if the right hon. gentle-
man, the hon. member for Acadia, and other
hon. members in the house will say that their
followers will not engage in discussion after
discussion has ceased from this side, I can give
such an assurance.

On motion of Mr. Bennett the house

adjourned at 3.40 p.m.

Monday, October 10, 1932
The house met at three o’clock.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

PRECEDENCE FOR GOVERNMENT ORDERS—
OPPORTUNITY FOR DISCUSSION OF IN-
TERNAL ECONOMIC QUESTIONS

Right Hon. R. B. BENNETT (Prime
Minister) moved:

That on and after Monday the tenth instant
and every day thereafter, government orders
shall have precedence over all business except
questions by members and notices of motions
for the production of papers.

Mr. J. S. WOODSWORTH (Winnipeg
North Centre): Mr. Speaker, I wish to say a
few words before the motion now before us
is passed. On Friday last the Prime Minister
(Mr. Bennett) made no reference whatever to
unemployment and the serious depression
prevailing throughout Canada. I do not know



