
r"r . Secretary-General, Distinguished Delegates,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen .

Our meeting today convenes in an atmosphere of
urgency, of crisis and of neec' for action . And rightly
so. There can be no further question about proper timing,
of delay, of further study . We, the nations of the world,
are united by the same cencerns and motivatec? by the same
humanitarian impulse : to put an end to the intolerable
suffering and death stalking millions in Africa . 1325
must be a year of action in Africa .

The famine in Africa is a tragedy unprecedented
in modern tires . The magnitude of its impact on African
peoples, on our fellow beings, staggers the imaginaticr
and defier cemprehensicn. . The c'ocument, prepared by the
Ur? Office for Emergercy Operations in Africa, ccr.firms the
visions of despair we have seen or our televisio n
screens . More than IFC` million people in 20 countries are
facirg serious food shcrtage s . La st week, Mr .
Gecretarx-Cerera], durina your visit to Car.ada, you
your self drew atte.rtior to the fact that some ?C million
Africans are threaterec' with starvation . Countless other
millions are force(" to arandcr their ancestral lands . The
fiaures cannot translate the real horror . Each c'eath is
somei-edy's rary, ron, daughter, mother or father . Each
death is an incalculable le ss cf ruman potential . Each
death is a,tarbing pain in the human heart and
corscierce . In our modern world, how are such things
possible?

The present crisis, to be sure, ras its roots in
a complex array of negative trends and dces nct lend
itself to easy solutions . The worst drought in a century,
envircnmental degradation, inappropriate national are
international policies and rapid orowth ir pcpulaticr have
all cor.trirutee to the food srortfall in Sut-Saharar.
Africa . They have prevented the achievement of
relf-rufficiercy in fooc' . Peqiera] conflict and civil war
have led as well to the eestruction ar e dislocation of
national ecenem.ie :- . These tendencies, ccupleO with an
international recession craracteri7eO by fallir.a cemmo0ity
prices, high interest rater, rising eneray costs and
inflation have leO us tragically to the situation we face
tcday .

Mr . FresiOert ,

I rave cotre here tcc°ay te re-affirm the hvman


