Mr. Secretary-General, Distinguished Delegates,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Our meeting today convenes in an atmosphere of
urgency, of crisis ard of need for action. And rightly
so. There can te no further guestion atout prcper timing,
of delay, of further study. Ve, the nations of the world,
are united ky the same ccncerns and motivated bty the same
humanitarian impulse: to put ar end to the intoleratle
suffering and death stalking millions in Africa. I¢8°%
must te a year of actior in Africa.

The famine in Africa is a tragedy unprecedented
in medern times. The mragnitude of its impact con African
peoples, on our fellow reirgs, staggers the iraginaticr
and defies ccrprehensicr. Tre cdocument, prepared tv the
UN Cffice for Erergercy Operations in Africa, cenfirms the
visicne of despair we have seen or cur televisicn
screens. Mcre than IfC million pecple in 20 countries are
facirg rserious fcod shcrtages. Last week, Mr.
fecretaryv-Cererel, durina ycur virit to Carada, you
vourcelf drew atterticr to the fact that scre 2C million
Africars are threatered with starvaticn. Countless cther
millicrs are forced tc atandcr their ancestrzl Jands. The
figures carnot translate the real borrecr. Each cdeath ics
soreredy's rety, con, davabter, mother or fatber. Fach
death is apn incalculatrle lecess cf human potential. Fack
cdeath ic a statbing pain in the human heart and
corscience. In our modern world, how are such things
poscirle?

The present crisis, to lre csure, tas ite roots in
a ccmplex array cof negative trends and dces nct lend
itself to easy solutions. The worst drought in a century,
envircnrental dearadatior, irappropriate rational ard
interrnatioral pclicies ard rapid orowth ir pcpulaticrn have
2ll cortrituted tc the food shortfall in Suk-Satraran
Africa. They have prevented@ the achieverment of
cself-sufficiency in food. Pegicral cornflict ard civil war
have led as well to the cdestruction arcd diclccation cof
naticral eccrncrmies. These tendencies, ccupled with an
internatioral recessicr characterized ry fellirc comredity
prices, high interest ratec, risirg erneroy cests ard
inflatior have led urs tragically to tke sitvaticn we face
tcday.

Mr. Precsidenrt,

I have ccre here tcday tc re-affirm the buren




