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1. Developing countries should, when so required by TRIPS at the end of the transition
perzod, exdlude plants from patenting, and set up instead sui generis systcms tailored
to their own needs (L.e., thcy should noi accede ta UPOV). One of the aspects of this
system should be the. farmers' rights advocated, by the FAO 1983 International
Undertaldng on Plant Genetic Resources, which protects land races and traditional
medkcinai plants as intellectual property. Another suggestion for the protection of
such species, made by the Crucible Croup of experts, is a system of so-called
ccmmity intellectual property rights.'" The sui generis system, if it does allow
protection fer genattcally-modified plant varieties, should incorporate the. highest
standards of protection - in line with the Precautioriazy Pricl e - te ensure that
release into the erivirornwent of genetically modified plants does not threaten
biodiversity.

2. Such a patenting system should not b. rushed into. On the contrary, it should be
delayed as long as legally possible. Many analysts see, i the receut U.S. patents on
ciant characteristics. on entire soecies of transzemc ilants, and on human genes, a
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