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□ The Microbiology Department at the University of Cape Town is situated in a four-storey 
building, which it shares with the Biochemistry Department, at the extreme north end of 
University Avenue on the Upper Campus. It is one of two Microbiology Departments at 
UCT: the other is the Department of Medical Microbiology, situated on the Medical School 
Campus of the University, ish: Our Ebola page, detailing the progress of the 1995 Zairean 
epidemic, and of new outbreaks, updated 21/2/96 including: 
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□ Scientists have revived a prehistoric bacterium from the gut of an extinct bee that was 
preserved in amber. When a living bee was trapped in the resin of a pine tree 25 million 
years ago, the bacteria in its gut transformed into spores, entering a hibernation-like state.
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□ Description: Disease of over one-hundred animals, including rats and humans. Causal 
Agent: Yersinia pestis, a bacillus bacterium Vector: The Rat Flea, Xenopsylla cheopsis, in 
the order, Siphonaptera Only adult females feed on hosts Sensitivity: Just one bacillus is 
enough to infect a person! A contagious, often fatal epidemic disease caused by the 
bacterium, Yersinia pestis, transmitted from person to person or by the bite of fleas from an 
infected host, especially a rat, and characterized by chills, fever, vomiting, diarrhea, and 
the...
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• The faculty has 38 full-time and adjunct members located in the Department of 
Microbiology at the NYU Medical Center, the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research Center and 
the Public Health Research Institute. The research environment is enhanced by visiting 
scientists from the United States and abroad and an active summer research program for 
undergraduate students from colleges and universities throughout the country. The purpose 
of this program is to offer comprehensive training in the basic mechanisms of infectious 
disease to pre- and postdoctoral students.
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