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- Development of new Systems for collecting, processing and Inter-

preting geophYeical data;. 

- DeVelopment of new eatform concepti 

- Deep-diving techniques end submarine vehicules  for  underwater 

works. 

2ndatagel Refining  andUditribution 

Oil Producta 

- Since the seCond oil crisis, the Community  ha  e promoted the-use of 

alternative.energy sources in place of oil and has taken measures tp 

increase energy  conaervation1 Thle haaled to 	decrea0o  lu  oil 

consumption and thus, alfeCted negatively the European refining in-

dustry. In addition, there Is an increase of Imports sinCe the be-

euping  of  the 808. Most of the import oll has alresAY beau reel-
ned. Th40 led to a stronger decline in crude oil refined than oil 

consumption reduction. 

- All these factor put'tegether led to a major disinvestment in the 

sector which brought the 'CoMMunity refining industry in a difficUlt 

financial situation over the period  et 1980  tp 1988.. A substantial 

number of refineries were closed down (51 refineries aince 1977), 

distillation units discontinued and a number of .conversion  Installa-

tions were built. 

- In the distribution level 1.  the profit margins are under Constant 

pressure from competltiOn and the consequent rationalization in most 

countries. This has rennIted in different situations depending on 

the coüntries and operators; Some independnnt cnmpanter4 which have 

been able to obtain supplies under faVOurable conditions as well as 

able. to avoid lossep on stocks due to price fluctuations, have mann- 


