
Pat Williams, Working Group on Nigeria, raised the point that for most Nigerians,
preoccupations with day-to-day survival ofien prevent them from addressing larger questions
necessary for informed and active grass-roots involvement in state-building, including the

contents of the Constitution. People simply do flot have the time and capacity to ponder the

nature of an ascendîng political system or the meaning of a democratic culture. Key issues for

many Nigerians are: jobs, health and basic subsistence. If the Nigerian state is to be lent

legitimacy through grass-roots endorsement, work lias to be done to educate and engage people

on the community level. Annie Brisibe, Niger Delta Women for Justice, pointed out that today

people on the ground are mostly cut out of the constitutional debates and used for political

purposes. The ascending democracy ini Nigeria is not participatory since no efforts have been

made to involve women and youth.

Alîson van Rooy, North South Instîtute, identified other factors that need to be addressed

for democracy Vo flourish in Nige&4a. She outlined the resuits of a three weeks project undertaken

by the International Institute for Democracy and Etectoral Assistance (Stockholm), assessing the

J five main constraints to reconciliation:


