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Article 23
Permanent Secretariat
1. A Permanent Secretariat is hereby established.
2 The functions of the Permanent Secretariat shall be:

(a) to make arrangements for sessions of the Conference of the Parties and
its subsidiary bodies established under the Convention and to provide
them with services as required;

(b) to compile and transmit reports submitted to it;

(c) to facilitate assistance to affected developing country Parties, on
request, particularly those in Africa, in the compilation and
communication of information required under the Convention;

(d) to coordinate its activities with the secretariats of other relevant
international bodies and conventions;

(e) to enter, under the guidance of the Conference of the Parties, into
such administrative and contractual arrangements as may be required
for the effective discharge of its functions;

(f) to prepare reports on the execution of its functions under this
Convention and present them to the Conference of the Parties; and

(g) to perform such other secretariat functions as may be determined by
the Conference of the Parties.

1 The Conference of the Parties, at its first session, shall designate a
Permanent Secretariat and make arrangements for its functioning.

Article 24
Committee on Science and Technology

1. A Committee on Science and Technology is hereby established as a
subsidiary body of the Conference of the Parties to provide it with information
and advice on scientific and technological matters relating to combating
desertification and mitigating the effects of drought. The Committee shall meet
in conjunction with the ordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties and
shall be multidisciplinary and open to the participation of all Parties. It
shall be composed of government representatives competent in the relevant fields
of expertise. The Conference of the Parties shall decide, at its first session,
on the terms of reference of the Committee.

2. The Conference of the Parties shall establish and maintain a roster of

independent experts with expertise and experience in the relevant fields. The
roster shall be based on nominations received in writing from the Parties,



