CONVENTION ON THE NATIONALITY OF MARRIED WOMEN

The Contracting States

Recognizing that conflicts in law and in practice with reference to nation-
ality arise as a result of provisions concerning the loss or acquisition of
nationality by women as a result of marriage, of its dissolution or of the change
of nationality by the husband during marriage,

Recognizing that, in article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the General Assembly of the United Nations has proclaimed that
“everyone has the right to a nationality” and that “no one shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his nationality”,

Desiring to co-operate with the United Nations in promoting universal
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to sex,

Hereby agree as hereinafter provided:

Article 1

Each Contracting State agrees that neither the celebration nor the dissolution
of a marriage between one of its nationals and an alien, nor the change of
nationality by the husband during marriage, shall automatically affect the
nationality of the wife.

Article 2

Each Contracting State agrees that neither the voluntary acquisition of
the nationality of another State nor the renunciation of its nationality by one of
its nationals shall prevent the retention of its nationality by the wife of such
national.

Article 3

1. Each Contracting State agrees that the alien wife of one of its nationals
may, at her request, acquire the nationality of her husband through specially
privileged naturalization procedures; the grant of such nationality may be
subject to such limitations as may be imposed in the interests of national
security or public policy.

2. Each Contracting State agrees that the present Convention shall not be
construed as affecting any legislation or judicial practice by which the alien
wife of one of its nationals may, at her request, acquire her husband’s
nationality as a matter of right.

Article 4

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature and ratification on
behalf of any State Member of the United Nations and also on behalf of any
other State which is or hereafter becomes a member of any specialized agency
of the United Nations, or which is or hereafter becomes a Party to the Statute
of the International Court of Justice, or any other States to which an invitation
has been addressed by the General Assembly of the United Nations.
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