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The Indian industry's capabilities“

ndia has developed a broad domestic

heavy electrical industry which supplies
at least 85 per cent of procurement. Indian
manufacturers have obtained licenses from
most of the world's major companies in the
sector. ABB, GEC-Alsthom and Siemens
have a long and firmly established manufac-
turing presence in India, and GE has moved
in strongly in recent years. GE Canada has
an arrangement with BHEL to build large
Francis turbines.

Nuclear, thermal and hydroelectric genera-
tors, turbines, switchyards, coal and ash
handling equipment, electro-static precipita-
tors etc. are all made in India, and in fact
many items are exported. Indian engineer-
ing groups have considerable experience in
turnkey projects, from site selection and
system design to erection, commissioning
and manpower training, and are now export-
ing this expertise throughout Asia and
Africa. In general, however, Indian electrical
products tend to be "standard”; equipment of
higher ratings, and incorporating the latest
technology, is often not available locally.
Delivery times, too, may be inadequate —
up to 18 months.

! The following discussion of India’s
industrial capabilities and import requirements,
and the selection of HS Code lines of prime interest,
is based on a series of U.S.-commissioned studies in
1993, carried in the U.S. National Trade Data
Bank. The trade figures have, however, been
updated to 1935 for the present paper, using Indian
government sources.
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