PHOTONICS
| Market Overview ]

he optical technologies industry is under-
going rapid change and growth. Sectors
such as traditional optics, light sources -
(lasers), optical microstructural systems,
sensors and optical communication have
been grouped under a new sector name,
photonics.While the term photonics is already
widely used throughout North America,ithas  be launched in the near future. Research fac1
been less well-adopted in Europe. German work on the next generation, the 120 Gibits
researchers and industry prefer to use optical
technologies instead of photonics.

Driven by the enormous demand for more speed
and capacity, optical broadband communication
is the most rapidly growing segment of pho-
tonics. Lasers, for use in industrial processes and
medical applications, are also very important.
In Canada, the United States and Germany, road-
maps have been prepared or are in the process
of being developed, to help companies in their
navigation in this broad and fast-growing field.
In Germany, the Federal Ministry for Education
and Research (BMBF) has commissioned a
roadmap for Germany, which was presented
in May 2000 and is entitled “German Agenda
for Optical Technologies for the 21st Century”
This report gives direction on the emerging
opportunities in photonics applications.
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