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Symposium Looks at Con verging Rotes of Verification,
Confidence-Building and Peacekeeping

Governental and academic experts
from eight countries took part in the Tenth
Annual Ottawa Verification Symposium,
entitled "Proifeération and International
Security: Converging Roles of Venifica-
tion, Confidence-Building and Peacekeep-
ing," held in Montebello, Quebec, from
February 24 to 27. A key theme of discus-
sion was the future involvement of the
United Nations in these fields, a topic of
growing interest in view of the Secretary-
General's reports on An Agenda for Peace
(UN Document A/47/277) and New Di-
mensions ofAnins Regulation and Disar-
marnent in the Post-Cold War Era (UN
Document A/C. 1/47/7).

Since the demise of the Cold War,
states have been demnonstrating a greater
willingness to consider multilateral ap-
proaches to security issues, as opposed to
national or bilateral approaches. As states
come to recognize the advantages of multi-
lateral approaches - including cost-effec-
tiveness - they are increasingly likely to
assign verification, confidence-building
and peacekeeping roles to international or-
ganizations and regional bodies. This is al-
ready happening to some extent in the
United Nations Special Commission on

Participants at the Tenth Annual Ottawa Verifica tion Symposium.

Iraq (UNSCOM), the CSCE and other or-
ganizations.

A heightened role for internationlal bod-
ies in these areas and related security
fields is consistent with long-held Cana-
dian policy. Symposium participants con-
sidered ways in which Canada and other
states cari facilitate this process, as well as

the growing integration of verification,
confidence-building and peacekeeping.

The Symposium was sponsored by
EAITC's Verification Research Prograrn
and organized by York University's Cen-
tre for International and Strategic Studies.
The latter will publish the proceedings in
the near future.

Fostering Democracy and Security in the Ex-Warsaw Pact:
The North Atlantic Cooperation Council

NATO has consistently encouraged the
development of democracy in the court-
tries of the former Soviet Union and Cen-
tral and Easterni Europe.

To foster a sense of security and confi-
dence and to make democratic change ir-
revocable, NATO first sought to build a
new relationship with its former adversar-
ies by extending its hand of friendship and
establishing regular diplomatic liaison and
partnershîp, including high level visits and
military contacts. Then, at the Rome Sum-
mit in November 1991, NATO leaders
agreed to establish NACC - the North
Atlantic Cooperation Council - as a fo-
rum for developing "a more institutional

cluding ail of the countries of the former
Soviet Union, the Warsaw Pact and AIba-
nia). Finland attends ministerial meetings
as an observer-


