As an FS0, I think I have shown that T believe in
information work, that I am interested in it, But, what is
even more signifieant and the real point T am anxious to make,
is that my case is like that of every other officer in my
services while there may be some differences in the amount of
information work we have to do in the couFse of our career,
such work. is very much part and parcel of our lives,
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Yes, like you I am sure, and very often, T have

wondered over the years why information work, being so
important for Canada, seems not to have achieveq adequate
recognition, The opportunities seem to be considerable and
yet, as you know; we are forever short of bersonnel and money

to take advantage of them.,

A certain number of explanatlons for this situation have
occurred to me, They will, I am sure, as well ag better ones,
have occurred to you, They may not all be equally important,
but I.think that they are relevant to.our problenm and I suggest
that they must be borne in mind if we want to understand what

has been happening to government informationcwgrk in the past
and what is likely to continue to happen to it ip the future,

| The first and the most -important factor in this field,
I think, is the very nature of our political system,

We -have parliamentary democracy and, in sych & régime,
Ministers are called upon to Play a very specia] role .in the
formulation and presentation.-of policies, Yet, at the same
time, it seems that they are denied most carefully the kind of
machine which they would need to publicize such policies, for
fear that such a machine could be-exploitgd for personal or
partisan purposes. Under our sysbem& Ministers themselves
personally, and not a machine;, must devige Policies and promote
support for them, Ministers must, 1f they want g certain policy
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to their colleagues in the party, then to Parliament and to the
public in general;.and they must do this almogt single~handed,
Under our system, they personally have to perforp the key role
in obtaining and retalning support for any policy with whioh
they become identified, It is generally belieyeq that, if ,
Ministers play their role well, in our free society the media ..
of information will assist them and that, together, they will
keep the public both in Canada ang abroad fully in’the pictures
Furthermore, anyone with experience in the field of information

being scooped by officials, As a result of all this, and, to
complicate matters further, officials ang govermment publ{cation?
must be very careful in their presentations of government poligcye
You all know here the very strict limitations which must at all

times be adhered to,

our political system, therefore. has some inhibiting . -
effects on the amount of infoymation wérk which can be undﬁrtake
by officials, The situation is further complicated as a resuylt
of -the philosophy which we Canadians haye developed in regard t©

information work,

» Above all, it seems, we do not want a central information
machine, We had one during the war but, as soon as the war was
over, it was very quickly dismantle&., Apparently, we do not waﬂt
government to’tell us what to think and because of this, we do
ot want any central government agency to give us the facts whioP




