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It is encouraging to know that the one company with
any experience of Douglas fir turned immediately to Canadd
for a further supply of sleepers of this timber. It is import”
ant that in a country where engineering specifications &
drawn up with such care as in England, there shoul
several hundred thousand Douglas fir sleepers giving goo”
service in the tracks of one of the best-managed and best
built railroads.

Amongst the uninformed in England, it is believed "f];‘:';f
s

Douglas fir is not durable, that it does not creosote satl
torily, and that it is generally unfitted for railway Sle?PerS'
Such prejudices, which depreciate the value of the tllﬂ"d
for many uses as well as for sleepers, can only be rem‘?V.eh
by the service which Douglas fir is now giving in Britls
railroads.

The further purchases of this year will be of valué 45
making the timber more favourably known to Tal
engineers.

Strangely the reputation of Canadian Douglas fir 18 be
ing assisted by the use of timber of the same species gf° y
in Ireland and Scotland. The prices offered for rallWi‘;e
sleepers, four shippings each in the plantation, led tO tw
cutting of some plantations of Douglas fir and the r;ul“’fé_
engineers receiving the timber pronounced it the most satlh
factory for sleepers of any of the timbers passing throtg
their hands.

The War Office in purchasing for military purposes hi;s
flled over half its requirements in Douglas fir. This 15¢
Douglas fir will give it an added standing amongst engit
ing authorities in Europe.

It is believed by many railway authorities in Gfeﬁi
Britain, that the present abnormal prices for sleepers " g
be maintained for at least one or two years, before sle€ the
again reach the range of prices given in the table &
beginning of this report.

. . . . A} ee
This belief is based upon several premises. I'he '.hr'n
¢ Prital

important countries supplying sleepers to Grea sia
were Russia, Germany and Sweden. During the war ’ ity
is not producing a surplus of sleepers owing to the scar® of
of labour and the difficulty of financing the product‘onher
a commodity, which it might be necessary to hold anotwn
year before marketing. Russian sleepers are “driven” do d
the rivers flowing into the Baltic and over a year is req® "
from the opening up of the logging camps to the delivef}’aﬂ
the manufactured timber in Great Britain. The erﬁ(lie{
sleepers are cut from German state forests managed U2 10
strict Government supervision. The quantity of timbe! o
be cut each year in these forests is determined by the G on
ernment and may not be exceeded. The stock of timbe€ the
hand in the German forests had been allowed durin® e
past years to accumulate in order, it was believed, th of
reserve might be accumulated against a possible perio oth
war. This reserve is now being drawn upon rapidly "z
to render timber importations unnecessary during the

and to enable Germany to export timber to Hollan¢. =g
Switzerland, and thus improve, so far as possible, her it n
cial position. The cutting of the German forests © s
agcelerated rate during the war, the possible effect Qf mw'ill
sion on those forests, the great demand for timbers tha" oy
result in the regions bordering on Germany, and pro will
in Germany itself, upon the conclusion of the wal,

almost certainly shut off the export of German sleeper®:

. ; : in
The Swedish sleepers will probably come forwal‘;gi;g

the same volume, but the forests of Sweden are also
cut at a rate at least equal to their productive capac‘ty;ich
the well known policy of the Swedish Government ds
forbids overcutting on either state or private timber 127
together with the demand likely to exist for other Wy
products may be depended upon to render unlikely ?
great increase in Swedish sleeper exports.
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