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We now feel convinced that final exaîns. are
doomed. The meeting was closed witb the usual
witty rernarks of ouir genial critic.

Points worthy of notice: The absence of our
president. The noble confessions of certain mnem-
bers. The self-comiposnre of onr secretary. The
usual "'alI ont."

1900.

The regular meeting of i900 was held on the 4th
inst. in the Jr. Philosophy room. The vice-presi.
dent occupied the chair tili the arrival of the
president. After the business of the year was
concluded the programme prepared for the meeting
was rendered, of which the principal features were
a solo by Mr. Crawford and a recitation by Mr.
Arthur. It was decided to boid a debate re woman's
suffrage at the next regular meeting.

DIVINITY HALL.

THE CONFERENCE.

T HE ffth annual conference of olr Theological
Alumni was held in the University from Feb.
gtb to i 9 th, and was in every respect a de-

cided success. Judged froin the number pre.
sent, the variety of subjeéts treated, and the
thorouglh preparation of the members, as indicated
hy their excellent papers and intelligent discussions,
the conference left nothing to be desired. From an
exchange of confidences made during the conference,
among those who have doue most towards its pro-
gress, we find that the doubts with wbich some
viewed the enterprise at the ontset, bave now van-
ished, while the faith of others in its possibilities for
good have been more than vindicated. In our
limnited space we can mereiy indicate the subjeéts
discussed ; we trust that mnany of the papers will be
publisbed for general circulation.

The ebief interest of the conference centred, as in
previous years, in the Cbancellnr's course of lec-
tures delivered by Prof. Watson, wbose subject this
session was Il Christianity in its Relations to H urnan
Progress." Dr. Watson nierited and received the
warin thanks of ail the mnerubers for the self-sacrifice
involved in the preparation of thîs course at a time
when bis regular class-work demands s0 znucb at-
tention. It would be superfinons to comment on his
lectures; like aIl his work tbey were candid, com-
prehensive and suggestive. While necessarily treat-
ing bis subjeat from a philosophical standpoint bis
peculiarly lucid style enabled him to present it in a
forin intelligible to ail.

The developmrent of O.T. propbecy was taken up
in accordance with the plan arranged last session.
Mr. R. J. Hutcheon sketched its rise and develop-

ment down to the 8tb century B.C., and Messrs.
Strachan, Mutcb and Milligan deait respectively
with tbe life and work of Amos, Hosea and Isaiah.
AIl these papers were the prodnct of much stndy,
and Mr. Hutcheon in particular was warmly coin-
nmended for bis thorough investigation of a period
concem-ning wbich most people know SO littie.
Messrs. Hay, Thompson and A. Laird gave a coin-
prebensive ontdine of Toîstoi's social and religions
views, andi as a result of these papers a full study of
the life of Tolstoi will forin part of the work for the
ensuing year. Dr. Thompson and Mr. McPhail
opened up many prohlerns of the pastorate, and the
best mnethods for solving these were vigoronsly dis-
cnssed. Prof. Watson presided over a discussion of
Caird's Il Evolution of Relikion," which was ably
deait witb by Messrs. J. G. Stuart and John Millar.
Rev. J. A. McDonald, editor of the 1l'Vestinnter, de-
lighted tbe conference with a paper on IlThe Needs
of the Modemn Pulpit." Dr. Ross deait witb soine
of the chief problems of N.T. stndy, and Dr. Mowat
ontlined the present position of O.T. criticismn.
Prof. McNanghton's lectures on the dex-elopment of
church organization in the flrst century were a mark-
ed feature of the conference, as were also Prof.
Cappon's leétures on the interpretation of life by
modern poets.

The growing demand of the times for a rninistry
thorougbly informed on social and economic ques-
tions is recognized by Qucen's graduates and this
year, as usual, a large part of the ten days was de-
voted to sncb probleins. Kidd's "Social Evoltition,"
Toîstoi's "lWar and Peace," the municipal pro-
blem, the development of national charaéter, the
state in relation to crime, and the economic develop-
ment of lahor in England and Caniada were care-
fully stndied and were the basis for much helpful
instruction along social and economnic hunes. Profs.
Shortt, Watson and Dyde and Messrs. Bland, Hoss-
ack, Hunter, Macdonnell and Peck bad chiarge of
tbese subjeéts and did tbem ample justice.

From the foregoing outline it can be seen how
mucb work was undertaken and bow beneficial sncb
stndy miust necessarily prove. We were sorry that
the genial chairman of the conference, Dr. Milligan,
contracted a severe attack of bronchitis soon after
bis arrivai, but not even this affliction conld suppress
bis sparkling sallies of wit and wisdom. General
regret too was expressed over the illness of the Sec-
retary, Mr. J. D. Boyd, who, we are pleased to
learu, is now convalescent. Finally to our own
Principal is due much of the credit tor the success
of the conference. As usual bis eye was every-
wbere, and the skill witb whicb be maintained a
relevant and interestiug discussion of the varions
papers added munch to the profit of every session.


