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T{ HlERE is a waiter who seemis to think that the proper
place for bis tbumb is the bowl of the spoolihe deposits

in preparation for your soup. H1e looks cluriously at the
unanimity with wbichi the company polish the offending bowis
with their table-napkins, but lie wiil repeat bis action to-
morrow. Every housekeeper knows the fiendish ingenuity
that cooks and table-mnaitîs manifest in breaking the ears off
"oup-tureenis and vegetable dishies, so that in transit, these
vessels have the option of slippiug between extended palmns,
or of being 1)0rne to their places with inserted thumbs, after
the fashion of the waiter and the spoon. Waiter, cook,
and tabie-maid inay be estimable people in their way, but
their refusai to recognize the important function of handies
is a justifiale cause for offence, and soine day they will
know it Vo their sorrow. Handies are not to be tritled with.

MVrs. X. gave a reception the other eveuing, whicli is
said by those who were prescrit te have been a brilliant
affair. Sir A. B. was among the guests, and the Bishop of
C., the Hon. Justice D., Colonel E., Professor F. and Dr. G.,
with their respective wives, and, in some cases, daughiters.
As the worthy husband of M'vrs. X. is plain Mr. Xand will
* ver, in humaîi probability, hé anrything more, bis demo-
cratic wife brought the masculine visîtors of bier salon down
te the samne dead level for the time beirîg, receiving and
introducin g them without distinction as simple Misters.
(4ýood-naturedl Sir A. B. smniled, lus lordsbip winced, the
judge and the professer failed te notice the olîlission, wbile
the colonel andl the doctor, equally gifted with hirsute
adorumnents, twirled their m-oustaches fiercely. I n five min-
utes, scattered tbrough the rooms, they haed ail forgotten
the temporary affront; flot so, their wives and dauglhters.
These loyal ladies in quiet but pointed conversation iiid not
spare Mrs. X's. titie te, good breeding. They took their
husbands and fathers away early in the evening, and the
X. family will sigh for the pleasure of their future society in
vain. Such dîreful resuits flow f romi inattention te handies.

In order te anticipate sQme spider lurking round the
corner for bis long-expected fly, in éther words, a writer
destitute of spontaneity oif tbouglit who înanifests bis fan-
cied superiority of intellect by adverse criticism, a saving
clause inay be inserted, even theugh it break the continuity
cf tbe essay. It is te this effect, that the love of tities and
the profuse use cf thein are net characteristic of tbe bigbest
culture. The Prince cf Wales, on private occasions, likes
te be addressed as Sir, and teé mest distinguisbed of tire
Frencli nebility ask nothing higher than Madamenw and( Mon-
sieur. Haif civiiizedl peoples, sucb as the Germansi, Rus-
siens, and Ainericans, revel in personal handles, front a
Hechfuerstlicbe Durchlaucbt, te Editor Suipe, Banker
Krash, and Lawyer Fegg. These are as vulgar on the ene
hand as was Mrs. X's. cenduct on the other. Instances cf
the kind are sporadic even in Canada. A worthy matrn,
innocent cf university education, bas been kuown Vo inter-
rupt bis interlociter with a frewn and Vhe werds "lDoctor,
if you please !" Aise, a bumptieus dignitary addréssed a
well.kuown public mati with the explanatioît, IlI sec you
den't know me, but I am the Iloneurable Senator Great-
head." Even ladies have been known te call tltemrselves
Mrs. Judge Smuith, Mrs. Professer Brown, and Mrs. Dr.
Rebinson, te say notbing of Mrs. Generai Joules. Havingt
headed the spider off, unless lie be a German, a Russian, or
an American arachnid, the defence cf handies mnay te con-
tinued.

The efforts of a lumuberman, the parts of whose jack-
knife bave severed cennectien, te shave a pipeful of tebacco
f rom a hard plug with te blade alone, enable eue Vo forin
at faiut idea ef the toil ef the ambitieus prehisterie mari who
first set bimself teé task of cutting dewn a troe witît a
handleless flint axe. What jey must bave filied bis paleo-
l ithie beart wvhen an aboriginal sage, experimenting in levers, t
suggested a weoderî haudie wedged into or tied about luise
iiuplement' Nex er again could that grateful savage bandle
bis primitive chopper as the waiter dees the spoon. Se
luandles went on grewiug in faveur, being applied Vo, axes
and hees, brooius and frying-pans, and. aIl sorts of weapons
of war, to reach their climax in the fifteenth Christian cen-
tury, wlhen tîthé :In'î fornmed tîteir invincible porcu- b
pine plualaux with 5pear.;, the shafts of whlich xvere eigbteeni
feet long. Unfortunately, gunpowder seen played hax'oce
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wvith tAie porcupine plhalarux, but stili, in the matter of leV'er
age, and in that of keeping the objectioxiable at a saf8 dis-
tance, the handie holds its own. An instance of its use
in the latter connection is the long-handled frying-pn which
enables the camp co opéaehsfhorbacon witou
frying or rather roasting himself. Next to multiplyiflg the
effectix eness of one's impressions by leverage is tire pleasure
of utilizing an élement without suffering from it. These
two resuits in the world's physical and social mnay be otained
l)y a, judicious use of bandies.

A handie is not meant to be a striking implemelît.
True, a sheaf of axe-handies rightly distributed bas been
known to carry the victory for one party in an élection
scrimînage, and it is said that broom-handles have done
similar duty ainong the lower orders of the fair sex. B3ut
these are not legitimiate uses of handies. People have ben
known to throw china ornements at a dog, yet no person Of
sense thinks that china ornaments were nmade for such a
purpose. Handies have for one chief end the increasiîg O
the impression or homie-drix ing of tire iînflemient to which
they are attachied, wlbether it be a broom over a dusty cr
pet or an axe-head in a tree-trunk. 0f course neither the
implemnit nor the liandie will do everything. As the
handie is for holding it follows thaet the bolder must have
commnand of wbiat hie holds, a fact whîch înost mîen who havle
handled a scvthe .seem to know. It is also true, when wge
leax e the barely physical for the intellectual, the moral, anid
the social, that ail men, whether they carry sticks or 'lot,
have in tlîeiselves, and are capable of making, handies, and
that soîîw of thern in certain capacities are handles and nlotb'
in- more.

1"Thirty years ago a battie took place in Ontario, whichi,
on oui, side, could scarcely be called iost, but it certaiXl'
was not wonî as it should have been ; and ail for the lack Of a
handie. The ceny bad been driven back, several of bis
compîtnies cdean broken, many of bis mon killed, arid, at
last, up the Limestone Ridge, towards his coluriiu, .strugled
hree couipanries of the Queen's Own. They weîe figbùting

splendidly, but in the eagerness of the pursuir, the Coin-
panries liad become separated se that a feeling akin to de8-
pairing loneliness came over some of the mnen. The captai"'
were part of the striking machine and liad te stand by thelî
men ; tbey could noV go roving over the field after the
other cemipanies. But had there been a hiandle there, major,
ajutant, eall hiru wbat you will, who was flot afradO

bullets, and bad hie massed these three companies only and
said " lBoys, go in shoulder to shoulder !" a different tale
Woul(l have been told. The axé-liead wvas heavy, sharp, end
briglht, but what can any axe-head do witlîout a hatidieI
Nobody asks a regirnental staff officer Vo fighit, but if hie be
not the handle of a division of bis regimnent in the baud Of
bis commanding oflicer, cast him out ; be is fit neither for the
land nor for the dung-hill. We have get as good rank and
file in Canada as their is in the world ; we have plucky
companry officers ; but the miounted offleers who will risk
their lives, galioping along a skirmishiug hune te, close ranlks
up for a charge are our mnissing hanidies, and the sootier the
Commander-in-Chief trains these men the better.

Many mten besides military men obýject to being hanidles.
i'bey say "IAut Ciesar aut nullus." IV is true that hiaiidles
often get little crédit. IlThat's a clever chopper," says one
IThat's a fine sharp axe," says another. Thev nieyer thinlk of

the handle tilI it splits or breaks, and then they curse it.
Mlany a vain glorious fool bas nevertheless lied wisdom voucb-
safed hin sufficient te appreciate the efficacy of an lboneSt
conscientious, industrious handle in sympathy with the houle-
thrusting power; and often wben in'bis elation of beart hie
has discarded it, hie finds that the axe and lie have, n0 th1ng
n coînmon. The world is poor through lack of bumnat
iandles. The infatuated blockheads whon tire biandles
nake grow jealous of them, and grasp the axe as the waiter
lees the speon, only to eut their fingers. So it is in Pol"
ics. Where is an bonest haudie in Conservative or in Libý
~ral ranksY .Certainly îlot the bolters. Wliere are 'tur
Jniversity handies? Tbey al want to be axemeny and
orne, like good Alexander Mackenzie in the political weî'd,
vaut to inake every chip fly off their edge. Eveni wemflr
vho are fitted by natural seif-abuegation and tact, Vo be
~owerful levers betw~een the mover and the actor, have beeti
oomie< by the New Woman fad out of the liandle sphtere
nto that of very unskilful axe-women. The subject bias heen
pened :tire spider can carry it on.


