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COMMENT inveterate trick of turning a ‘mayv-

chapter into a
‘must-have-heen' in the next, and poetryv of Northern France and the would not, of course,

The “Catholic World" for Febru-
ary, is a decidedly strong number.
t opens with a biographical sketch
of the late Paulist Superior Gerner-
a; by the Very Rev. ( AL
bEarlc, of the same congregation.
We wet o glimpse of Father Desh-
On's decp  spirituality. Father
Searle knew him as his mnovice-
master, and he says ‘it was to the
Wterior life of love of God aud
u'rlion with IIim that he constantly
directed our thoughts and cflorts;
detuchmcnt from the world, pover-
ty, obedicnce wud mutual charicy
Were  favorite subjects with higy.
for conferences.  Indeed his words
to us were very much the same as

‘xcorgc

n}lght, have been addressed to
Larthusians or the Thermits or
Coenobites  of the  descert. who

Were certainly his favorite saints.
‘o Perhaps he may have gone
t00 far in this direction; but it it
Was g mistake, it was a mistuke
On the right side. The actual and
Wmavoidable practice of the exter-
lor life will show to the well dis-;
Posed the virtues necessary for it;
but the interior life and that of

moralists and phvsicists, by Mar,
titcau and Ward, hy Mivey,
Westermarck,

weaknesse’,
U8,

fatal
tions,

flaws—gratuitous
unwarranted inferences, an

have-been’ of one
an ‘a priori’ method of treating
facts, ignoring all the inconvenient
ones, and considering only  those
which  squared with or could be
twisted to fit into his preconcceived
theories.  Thirdly, and especially,
his  philosophy, as practical
scheme for the guidance of life; is
the negation of all  moral values
Instead of justifving the dignity of
tife, the importance of conduct, che
immeasurable gulf between virtue
and vice, its logical conclusion
that good and bad are equally the
maniestation  of  the  rresistible
energy which determines the coun-
duct of every individual as inexor-

a

is

ablv as 1t does the movements  of
the stars: that the saint and the
profligate are equally the result of

forces over which they have no
ccontrol.  Assailed on all sides by
metaphysicians and hiologists, by
independent  freethinkers, and by
theologians  of every school, by

. and
¢ by evilutionists and
mti*“‘omuoni'f,is, the structural
as well as the innumer-

e community as such may CaSily."‘b]‘: defects of detail, which exist
¢ forgotten, or at any rate unde?_‘_f_ik He 1, stand palpably ex-

Valued, in the rush and pressure
¢Xternal affairs,” ' :
] :
. The Re'v. Dpr. James J. Fox's,
Paper on «Ierbert Spencer” is the
Most comprehensive and illumina-
ting analysis of the late philoso-
Pher’s work we have yvet seen, und
Would of itsell mark this number
of the “‘Catholic World,” as par-
ticularly valuable.  Thirty vears
80 the writer reminds us, ‘‘the
People who dubbed themselves the
Party of Advanced Thought—some
of whom did think, most of whom
ad their advanced thinking done
for themi, if asked for a profession
Of_thcir philosophical and religious
Ath  might have expressed their
fTeed with Mohammedan simplicity
n the fortnula, «Great is Evolution
and - Herbert Spencer is its  pro-
Phet The endless «juarrel be-
tween religion and scitnce  was
Closed 4t last, never to he revived;
OT the Supreme Pontiff of know-
®dge had divided the universe of
“Ig  fmpartially between  them;
SCience receiving as her proper do-
Majn evervthing about which any-
Mg could he known; religion,
“Vervthing ahout which nothing
SOuld ever he known." But all this
'S now changed. “The comparative
Study of religions has demonstrated
that’ even from the purely Posi-
Uvistic point of view, Spencer’s;
fory” that all religions were a.
8XOWth from the savage's belief in
Teams and his fear of ancestral
OSts “was a piece of solemn non-,
sehS@? and evolutionists themselves,
f‘:l(')n' had come to recognize that{
re 'flon  has its roots in human|
3%on and has plaved a predomi-
part in the promotion of

MMan progress.”’  Hlsewhere I)r.;
L% truly savs: “Hvolution, even:
ng:/“epted without reservation, is’
Seen to be but a process, that,
Mmore yecounts for the primal
M of things thun a railroad
lmcftable constructs the loco-
un(;t“'e' Not alone (lo'es it ]‘ea\“c
ver?uched the proof wh1c4h the' uni-
S¢ proclaims of an intelligent
"fator, but it sets forth order
deSign in the world with far!

T impressive grandeur than they,
SCeiveq in the argument of Paley!
the Bridgewater Treatises."

“w

Orig

Tey, lhat- has brought about thi’::'

s ation of Spencer's works?
e S DF- Fox. “The chief cause,”
Sysiepheﬁv “was the defects in the
J°M itself.  These are of three
itg S in the first place, some of
nOtmOSt fundamental principles are.
cgnt:nl_}' false but are in glaring
secon';dmt}on with one anothe.r;‘
&orf Iy, in-the development of his |

1eS, " Spences’s logic e¢xhibas

w0 le. discredits.”

. -

'he latest issue (Feb. 6,) of the
“Ave Maria” supplies strong con-
firmation of this view by quoting
the testimonyv of Dr. Edward von
Hartmann, an anti-Christian phil-
osopher, to the effect that Darvwin-
Dr. von Hartmann

10
e

1sm 1s dead.
writes:

In the sixties of the past cen-
turv the opposition of the older
gmivp of savants to the Darwin-
ian hypothesis was still supreme.
In the seventies the new idea he-
gan to gain ground rapidly in a1l
cultured countries. In the cight-
ies Darwin's influence was at its
height, and exercised an almost
absolute control over technical
research. In the nineties for the
first time a few timid expressions
of doubt and opposition were
heard, and these gradually swelled
to a great chorus of voices aim-
ing at the overthrow of the Irar-
winian theorv. TIn the first de-
cade of the twentieth century it
has become apparent that the
davs of Darwinism are numbered.
AIﬁong its latest opponents are
such savants as Eimer, Guswav
Wolf, De Vries, Hoocke, Von
Wellstein, Fleischman, Reinke and
many others.

Jather Cuthbert,
tinues in the Februmary “Catholic
World" his able study of “Profesvor
Harnack and the Gospels,” in
which he proves that the learned
Professor overlooks all that does
not square with his specio.us hut
faulty g’encra]izntion, rmsunder—
stands the gospels because of his
ignorance of Catholic asceticism,
takes little or no account of our
eternal destinv, and, in one word,
teaches “a mere shadowy Theisin.”

Dr. James J. Walsh's article, in
the same number, on ‘‘Parsifal and
a Great Literarv Century” is
splendid vindication of that cul-
mination of the Middle Ages, the
really glorious thirteenth century.
“Very few people realize,” he sayvs,
“that the great Meistersinger Woli-

ram” Von Eschenbach, the

i spirer of Wagner's Parsifal, which

is the watchword of the ‘hol'lr, “far
from being a solitary poetic per-
sonality in the midst of a period
arid in literarv growth, was only
one of a series of supreme poets—
makers or creators in the trae
sense of the Greek original (.powtes)
whose work has had more m.ﬂu‘en(‘e
on mankind,, with the exception, of
course of the great Greek poets,
than those of any other period in
“history.” Strong as this assertion

O.S.F.C., con--

in-

1

assump- is. Dr. Walsh proves it up to the neighborhood

hilt. Ie reviews the Spanish poem
of the Cid, the Arthurian legends
of  Britain, the legendary Spic

Trouveres of Picardy, the Master
songs ol South Germany, with the
Minnesingers  of  the  time,
Tronbadours southern France,
the Ttalivm poetry of the thirteenth
century, culminating in Dante, and
the Latin hymus of that  epoch,
With regard to these last he shows
that these “Latin hymn writers oid

[P}

two o very wonderful thimgs, One
as ot tor the first time in its
history they wmade the Latin Lan-

g
av

an original vehicle for the
expression  of  poetic thought aec-

Sl

cording 1o its own genius.’  For
the socalled classic Latin poetry
vis il echo of Greek both in sub-

It did not
and 1t
But the

stance and form.
the  people,
the people.

rimg
Hever
Christ-

from

moved

Jan hyiains were proper folk poctry,

¢

i

the Biblke o
ITomerie

the People, their irue
poems., “Second,  the.
hymn writers brought rhymme to
sucll yerfection,”  the rhvme they

1
had themselves created, ‘‘that the

developing modern languages,
which during this century for the
first time began to be used in liter-
arv fashion took up this mode of
exi)ression in a way that followed
the sublimely beautiful models so
often resounding in their ears in the
Church services of the time.” He.
ilustrates the  beauty of these:
hvmns by the “Dies Irae,”’ which
Professor Saintsbury, “perhaps the:
greatest living critic of Furopean
lterature” calls *‘the greatest of
all hymns and one of the greatest
of ol neerea ol or anite
the most perfect wedding of sound
to sense.” Dr. Walsh concludes his
beautiful article with these words:
“It is a matter for never ending
felicitation  that at last these
Middle Ages are coming to their

deserved meed of appreciation. We
shall get awav  from the conven-
tionality that has wrapped us

round, binding minds as well as
hands, just to the extent that we
come into admiration and emula-
tion of our wonderful Christian

forefathers.”

An article of altogether a differ-
ent tyvpe , albeit a very suggestive
one. Mr. . Albert l{L‘}‘11;11\(}’5
“Thoughts on Philosophy™ (Fuer-
nitv and Heaven). Here we have,
no‘}(mgcr what Dr. Walsh showed
us in Dante, a philosopher wielding
muslcrhl} })()(‘U‘}', bhut a poet Nen-
turing into philosophy. The result
is not quite satisfactory. There is
"4 haziness abont Mr. Reyvnaud's
_philosophic dreams which recalls
Ccertain passages in Father Heck-
fer's hooks. “Life implies act;” this
is true; but when the writer goes
‘on to identifv act with motion, he

s

fails to understand life as it is in Catholics in a distinctly Protestant!
'God. God is substantial life, the|church festival under the auspices:
He .

plenitude of life. .but
Jis  IIimself blissfully immovable,
not “Motus primus.’’ as Mr. Rey-
naud. by an astonishing blunder,
calls Him, but “‘Motor Primus.”
I, Revnand does not realize that
‘the true definition of life is  “sm-
‘manent  action:” the more im-
fmanent is the act, the more perfect
is the life. His views ©f space and
'time smack of Kant's error about
the limitlessness of both. How-
ever, many of Mr. Revnaud's ideas
are ingenious and thought pro-
voking.

visit which our Archbishop
lately made to ten French Caa-
:'adian parishes in and near Chicago
i will probably attract a consider-
"able number of immigrants. His
,Grace noticed that well-to-do Can-
'adian farmers in that region were
tlooking for farms for their numer-
~ous offspring. Now, in several of
' those thickly settled districts farms
%are worth more than a hundred
| dollars an acre. How much easier
{for the sons of Illinois farmers to

‘ The

isettle in Manitoba than in the

'

of their father’s
farms.  Mgr. Langevin, with his
usual cloquence, made the most of

this  golden  opportunity. e

depopulate
those  flourishing  parishes; but,
since the fledglings must leave the

the paternal nest, what better place to

‘v to than this our matchyess
Canadian land, where thirty or
forty acres can be had for the price
. of onc over there?

Another result of His Grace's
visit to Illinois is one that more
nearly o concerns this journal.  The
vditor the  “Viatorian,” the
journal of the celebrated Catholic
College at Bourbonnais, 1., where
the Archbishop of St. Boniface wus
right royvally wclcomed, has kindlv
sent ous several copies of that in-
teresting publication, with the re-
guest that we shonld exchunge, We

O

do so with pleasure and profit to'
oursclves.  Nothing, for instance, !
could he more graceful than the.
Rev. President’s address (published
in the January number) to the!
students of St. Viateur’s College’
on the eve of their departure for'
the Christmas holidays. The s
distinguished Father Marsile con-;
tributes to another mnumber a.
dainty little ¥rench  poem. Only,!
how queer the beautiful Freach|
words look, stripped, as they are, |

1
of all their proper clothing ofi
accents!

ame

On Thursday of last week at the!
skating carnival in the Auditorium’
rink some of the masqueraders ap-:
peared dressed as nuns. Qur great

dailies seem to have enjoved this.

msaiting feature. One savs: “The
horrors of the Inquisition, repre-
sented by dusky  dominoes, were
oflset by sweet-faced nuns;” an-

other speaks  of ‘“monks in their
hooded stoles (sic!) skating arm ins
arm with gypsies brandishing tam-'
bourines; the meck-faced and quict
garbed nun swinging swiltly round:
the corners with a court jester,
sayving most unclerical things in her |
ear.”’ The names of the monk or!
imonks do not appear in the list of!

iskaters in costume, but one man{
rand  one woman are named as|
wearing the dress of nuns. The !

less said about their lack of taste!
cand tact, the better. How would:
ithese fashionable {ools enjoy
Catholic masquerading in the apron'
‘and gaiters of an Anglican bishop?
They seem to have no more con—|
sideration for the feelings of Catho-!
lics than that widower who sany a|
song deriding celibacy in the pre-:
sence of the guest of the hour, the
Delegate Apostolic, the Archbiswop
and a numerous gathering of the
;Catholic clergy. But perhaps the
‘most scandalous aspect of the
‘whole performance was the hearty
;Co—opcration of a few well known

of the Ladies’ Aid of All Saints,
[

| Persons and Facts

" The Milwaukee *“Catholic

Citi-
zen’’ announces that the Marquette

P statue, placed

in Statuary Rall,
Washin

gton, D.C., by the State of
Wisconsin, has finally been accepted
by & vote of the United States
Senate. A delay of eight years was
due ‘to a large amount of latent,
or active bigotry and cowardice in
the makeup of politicians and
office holders.”

Mrs. John McBride, better known
as Maud Goune, is the mother of a
bouncing boy, who has been christ-
ened “Sagan,” which is equivalent
to “‘Shaun” or “John.”

Apropos of a donation to a I,on-

San Francisco ‘“‘Leader,” an unim-
peachable authority on all things
Irish, says the name of this noble
Irish family is properly printed
with a small initial, in printing

a9

don church by Lady firench, thel

|

phraseology, with a ‘lower case f.’
The present ILord firenth is de-
scended from a gentlerhan who re-
presented Wexford in the English
:parliament in the davs of Edward
AL (1327-1377

Mrs. Wright, the wife of the new
Governor-General of the Philippines
is a Catholic. She is the danghter
of Admiral Semmes, of the Con-
federate navy. Her children are all
being brought wup in the Catholic
Church,

Our venerable contemporary, the
“Catholic Mirror?  of Baltimore,
was o recently in fimancial - straits;
but when last Sunday's appalling
conflagration  destroved  most of
Baltimore's great newspaper oflices
the Terald of that city was only
too glad to be set by hand in the
oflice of the *“Catholic Mirror.”

At the Gesu Church in Milwaukee
on Jan. 31, in presence of a large
congregation, Mr.  Charles H.
Schultz, late rector of St. Stephen’s
Episcopal parish, was baptized by
the Rev. Henry W. Otting, S, J.
Mr. Schultz is in his 48th year,

Mr. Green, Vice-Council for
Sweden and Norway, who has been
seriously ill, is now, we are happy
to state, improving.

Mr. James Jefirv Roche, editor
of the Boston “Pilot,” and author
of that immortal skit *“The
V-A-S-E.” has taken to himself a
second wife, in the person of Mrs.
Elizabeth Vaughan Okie, a recent

convert. AMr. Roche lost his first
Wil 21 years ago.

I

|

. Mutsy>-Hito, the FEmperor of

~Japan, is fifty-two years old.
| _—

Captain Colin MacRae, of the
famous Scottish  regiment, known
as the Black Watch, was recently
received into the Church by the
Jesuit Fathers of Glasgow.

The Scotch Catholic dircctory for
1904 gives the Catholic population
of Scotland as 513,400.

Mr. Marchand, the Montreal
architect, who came here a fort-
;night ago to prepare plans for the
i new wing to St. Boniface hospital,
has now completed them and will
return to Montreal on Saturday,
the 13th inst.  The portion to be

ibuilt this year will be 200 feet long

and four stories high added on to
ithe south of the present building.
. This addition will cost over $150.-
000,

Mother Francis, an Ursuline nun
from Grand Forks, is dying at St,
i Boniface hospital, whither she was
brought lately by Nurse O0'Rourke,

i
{
|
1

Nurse Brennan, whe came from
J Ireland some eighteen months ago,
'to St. Boniface hospital, is danger-
iously ill there.

Thorvaldur Thorvaldson, a former
student of Wesley College, who was
second in the last Previouns competi-
tive order-of-merit award of schol-
arships in Manitoba lftli\'('rsit)" n
tgoa,  Adonias  Sabourin, of St
'Bonifuce College, coming out first
;with the medal, died on February
(10, last Wednesday, as a first year
student in the MHarvard Graduate
school at Cambridge, Mass. He
- was taking a course in physics and
mathematics and was 25 years of
| age.

Mr. E. McCarthy of Regina, who
is winning laurels in the Bonspeil,
is accompanied by Mrs. McCarthy
In his visit to Winnipeg. Their
tdavghter Blanche, is at St. Mary's
P Academy.

Not content with cheating the
people of St. Bomniface out of a
direct car service to Winnipeg
throughout this wunusually severe




