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wvî te books. 1 1101( il as a sigtl of God's goodiuess 1th fli ra'c, that flic niast
mindis of" every age have been conîpeclled -constraliec by an illward powvcr,
write their tbeiughits iii books. lly tlic book inistead of thic Jix<ng muan, WC b:
sometlîing - we Jose flhc giow that shone upon his face, flic spaiklc of 111e e~
as if a star shot glory tbrouh) te î'eil, flic ipassioneci toneý., flie quivcring li
tlîe eloquent tear, those 11o pi ler's type cati give you. EutL we also laî
great gain. 1 arn afraid of tlîe orator, the impassioned speCaker: the eloquet
look and phrase take my reason captive-hold mie in a speil' but the book
can read calmly, and calinly reason abotît-master of myself and ready t0 coi
sider (lhe tbouglits and judgments laid before mie. Thank Ged f'or books ; tbe
make tlîe world a great democracy, and puit aIl] men on a level. Therc we bav
access 10 the most precious thouglits of the greîltest rninds; thty give the Sanm
to labourer and to sage,; they give 10 Lis ail flic spiritirîl pý L:ence of tlic grea
est of tile race. No malter how poor 1 mnay be, or honv oh ýcurc, thec greate
and noblest of present and past enter mbt mry hunmble home and dwell witb mi
Milton sings to mit bis mighîy epic whiclî telIls of lPaiadise lost Shaksprre lay
open before nme the worlds of imagination and ui th('~ 'a orkings of th
human hecart. 1 hecar ancien t Ciccro and modern john Brîglit ;I tailk ivit
Plato, Aristotle, Socrates, Lockc, Hamilton and Stiiirî Mill I 1 cad the Lice
of Plutarcb, and scein 10 lis e antîong themiý I scatch the fall of Greece and th
risc of Rome 1; I follow the fortuines- of that imperial pow er through civil strif
and foreigni war, and throtigh gradua]l but suie decay -- Gibbon 111lftic tinie m.
pleasant guide J compel flic brifllîait Lord Macaulay 10 take mie througl
Soute Erglisfi history. They spcak asti royally to nue as to any king)- thci
epigrams, their arguments, Ilicir decàicilon', Ilir ',imp1e records, aIl] of dieu

ar ine - 1 l'ive ann thec a ristocrac.y of intellect. And to he with men witl
those iids, and to know those facts of' history, is surely hecttet*r hetter a
entertainnient-than flie av.erage ceneiug party, or flic average play.

But thcre are still strouger consideratiomîs. Wliy is il that. so maiiy home:
are so duil and dreary ? how is it that ii .so mnîiy cases a h'sv niontbs of mrar
ried life bring about a fearful disenchantment ? Bccansc there is so little ii
common ; becatise tlîey have no re-.ources hy whic b hey can interest caci
other; bilcause hie cati ouily talk politics and business, and hie tbinks that sh(
can talk neither, and they grow ive'ary of duluess. But think cf il as reaching,
farther still, while the sotîl lives tlie mmid nînist live. It is as much a sin tc
negleet tbe mind as it iý 1il starve the soul, and thic man cho does il musi
ans'.ver for tlie iniquity. Yen have tlinte, uit1 have oppoitunitv, and for thc
waste of tlîos,ý precioîiv talent' God wîll Iîring yoii le jtdgmienit.

lu connection witk this, il V, qînte natii al tliat I should sac a word or two
as 10 tlie attitude >'oi 51hould(, ai I th iii k, hiold tuwai d coenti os erted question-, in
theology. For yoLi ca nnot read muuch -Moui t ,inniot li il) an. c oay a student of
past or presýeut, i'.'uh'îit eir t1lbat t1lii k me hlone~ ci il (frt in opinion on
inapy qule sions andl.nuvis SIionIIl a yoltîg ni.îî 'go ilito tic ';r' conîroversies ?
Shion!d lie miix i ic h fray ? By a Il mrc.i n., silcc yo i are( at mîan, go. Sirice
yoîî ]lave a mninîl , cf. I -t mie lsk von lu iay (]()cîvit 1 liîi, toi- yotir guiidance
wltich shail bc absol utc -h t t ~îic cai a ftci kuw<nie i ie disintcrested.
)on't sckiktiuled,,e ii order tha ,t voit muiy 'r' p iii) '.n ic p'ceoiiccivcd

opinioni, butletc opinion spring frouni owcg gained(. Ton luutteti ii start
wiîlî notions, and theti ail knowlcdgc tha t cornes to tiliii i1; cre.hisd
w.trpcd, 10 fit ii îvitlî tic old orthodoxy. G en tlemn, eîi gaini truth
through knowlcdge, and whverevcr that trulli w'oulc lc'ad you, go ; boldly anid
fearlessly, go. If il should lead aw.ay fron yottr oid crccds and thecoi-ic.a, go
after il. FolIow. il, no mnalter wherc it lcads, what interests il opposes, 10 wbat
party il allies yoti, front wbom il mnay sever you ; follow. it througli loss, throtigh
suffering, tbrottgi caîunn, 10 tue cross. l)oii'î be aiaid of that vile old bug-
bear they caîl orllîodoxy. If it stands in the w.aY, knock il over, trample il
down, and fohlow aftcr truth. For want of tuaI disilitcîesîcdiiess miany a great
religiotis gcîins lias flaîned with uincertain lighit , iny a great intellect lias
been warped, and distortcd, and fînally tlcstruyed. 'l'iîy liasc cared more for
preconcreived îlîeories than for real trulli. i liold il as t rue îulauicnss and a
sign of' mental powe.'r wlicn a nati can give uip a tlîeory when lie finds it false,
and can cast away ani oid crccd wben lie lias found il %scroiig. Be sutre lIt the
new light is liglit, not a phantont, but a fai t ; lie suie that you are not actuated
by a rriscbicvous love for hieresies, buit wbcu yoi1 know tbe truth follow il 10
any whvbther.

Follow the trullih Wbat cao I sav lu voit licIter tlial Ilial? Follow
trnîli as 10 inaltc;-s of opinion aund [)Chef,- folloîv trîtfi as 10 niatters of
conduct and daily life. For need 1 tcmind yo n that ail lime test is worîli
îîotîing without tbis last-witbout religion w.hich biîîds the soul t0 God, and
blesses and beautifies aIl the work of lfc ? 'flic mmid mîit be fed witli facts,
and tbe soul can onîy live by union witi fie Fatber of aIl spirits, and the God
of ail love. Yott rtay gel wealthb youn may gel honottr , youit nay gel position;ý
you may gel triendsbil) tn abundance,; you niay becomne distinguished for
wIsdom, and cither, or ail, wili be worth notiîîgi excelit strengtbiened, purified,
and beautied by religion. It is oîîlv by failli in God tbat' flhc real good, the
real value 'if these lbitîgs cari be saved 10 a inan. Gentlemen, let me say 10
you, thi t if % oit are going 10 aceoniplish anvthing in the world, you must have
an ideal j i1c r busiiîcSs, yon i..s ;'10wI 11'. tt 'l il au',ii I 1 (10 and thc pro-

THINGS IN GENERAL.

A CHLLENGE.
A Freiicli joitinalist fonder of fini than of flghting, on being cballenged,

acccpted flhe cartel ivitît O'f course, 1 claitîî flie eboice of iveapons. You
îvisli to kili mie I. will do niy bcsî 10 kill yoît. Good, I have in My b1ouse 20

boaves of' sicgc-lmread, svhicli 1 ]lave kept for souvenirs. WVc ivill sit dow.n and
cal against eabh other. one of uis is sure lu die." Knosving by experience
the nature of siege-bread, the chialleniger, did not care t0 mtn the risk involved
in stu b a contesl, and, like a sensible fellosv, laughed, and shook bands.-
C/i mr ybers's Journal.

CHIRISTIAN AND PAGAN T'IORALITV COMPARED.
It is .,aid that the Chimese are untruthful , but Mrs. Opie, in bier classical

book on lying, did not ]lave 10 go 10 China for the illustrations cither of the
n tee giadlamons or the great populariîy of Ibis practice. She dealt with il
entireiy as tlic phenonienoni of' a religionts country. Moreover, as we are just

-fresh froiti a political campaign, perbaps the less we say about vcracîty the
betteri evs ci in oiiparison w'iîh flic pagans. Ali intelligent gentleman, many
vears a tesiÀdeut cf China, and accîtstomed 10 large business transactions with
theit inechfants, infornîs us that among Ihese merchants in the great centres
of commierce flic standard of mercatntile bonotir is higbcr than anywbere else
ii the wold(. 'l'le tea and silk sent us fromi China are no doubt often adul-
lerated, w'hichi is, of coturse, very immoral -but the lîighest English autbority,
Dr. Hlassall, decia.red, iii ls big book tipon the subject, that in bis country
cvery article unider heasenti hat, cati he adulterated is adnltcrated.

"But îhey aie suicli dreadful opium smokers !"cjacu.lates the complacent
tOl)a(co chewiiîg deacoti, as hie seeks tbe spiltoon. Vcry truc; and we are not
britiging forwsard tîtesc godless heatliens as models of aIl the virtues. But
speakiîîg of opliumî recalîs atiother passage in Chinese history, whicb tbrows
liglit on tbis coîîîparison of Christian and pagan morality. The Chinese Gov-
critîet tidertool, 10 suppress the opium traffic, so as 10 etît off tbc foreign
sîîply and arrest the demioralizing influetnce of ils uise among tlie people.
Profouindly, impressed by tie dreadfuil evils of this increasing habit, the authori-
ties (li( Ilionr utilloslto s0tol) flic sinhtggting of the article ; but, wlîen ils
Nirg4u-ins ineasitres began to bc effective, tlie great Christian nation whicb was
eiiîiaî ked i ic traic, itiace w5ar iipoti the country, and forced the accîîrsed

dîgilon il at the (antiotia moutît. 'l'ie conduct of Ftîgland in Ibis "lopium
%var " wiIl be itîfanions Ilîrotngl ail] tinte ; but ilý iioiicy svas as deliberate as ils
motives wsere e crbe-P/5/r Scclie Io/iy

THîE AMERICAN CAREER OF' THIE SPARROW.
ITbe tirst attetupît, as far as iskucîv, 10 introduce tlîe conîmon bouse

spai iow of 1,,trope 10 our cotuntry '.sas iade by a1 gentleman namied Desbîois,
lii ['ci flanc], Maille, duîriug flic alitilunii cf i 851 - lie brouiglh over a fesv birds
h iin tlit Cotinient, ani liberated theiti iii a large garden wbiclî svas sitîaated
wmthmtî flic cctît i ar iit of Ilie tity. 'lhiey tcmnained there ilieltered and sectîre
titîder the cases tut a liicigliboitt k'ng churcli tht oîghout flie sinler, and in the
followitig spIriiig sctîled don îî hiappily cnoîîgi ho the(, labour of nest building
and rearing tiheir yoîîng. Two )eiirs later thie first pair of these finches were
set at liberty near Madisont Squîare, Newv \'ok City ; flic importation ivas
steadily repeated, tîte birds beiîîg released in tAie Cent rai Park and at Jersey
City. Tbey svere first introduced 10 Boston *il jS6S by tise city governiment,
and t0 Philadelphia by flic municipal atîthoritie's lii 1809, and from these sînali
beginnings the hoîîse-sparrow bas been spread ail oser this Nortliern couintry

er bable wvay to flhc encl - for- political Eife, if you wish to lcad, if you svish
t0 10 bringabout sorue real rs.î,youi must have an ideal, an end and an atm.
sec So àl is in science, and so it is i art. Iu religion, 100, you must have an
yc ideal 1;somncthing to cop)- soniething t0 înould your character after; sometbing
pi ili the lIkencss of whiî h you i aau grow. Vout waîîr c picture which shall
ve show, flot merely in gcncral outline, but in complete array of detail what
lit life rnust become. Your choice is limited to one - there is but one the
1 man Christ Jesus. Do you want t0 have in your mind princîples of life and

n- conduct that shall gui'de you wisely ? Do youi vant to entertain affections that
y are pure amd purifying? Do you want to live the life of a great, beautiful,
'e noble man ? Then you must take the principles of Christ for your mind, and
e the love of Christ for your heart-Christ as your ideal, your example, your
t- Redeemrer. 1 can imagine a young man looking out with fear uipon the world.
st He ývants to Save bis manbood - but bie sees how thick strewn temptations
e.are-how thic vay.; of the îvoild wind.-hoiv many are being sucked down in

s the eddies and swirls of passion-and says 10 bis own soul :"I How can I
e escape aIl that-how avoid the snares and pitfalls-howv pass that way to
hl heaven ? i' And the only possible answer rings in tipof bis ears-assuring his
s soul of',,trcugthi and ultirnate triuimph 'In business, in politics, in social life,
e in joy, iii sorrosv, iii wealth, in poverty, in living, in dying, believe on the Lord
ýc Jesur, Christ and thlon shaît be sas ed."


