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ior several years past. The fact is St. John hasnot yet been fully
ecovered from the disastrous fire which swept over it twenty-three
-;"‘Zar‘l‘: ago. In th:at fire, two-thirds of the city was destroyed, two
i th;e: acres being burned over, anq over 1600 houses consumed
mad hames. Abc,>ut 2700 families, contaming 13,000 Persons, were
whi € Oﬂ}eless. Ihe money loss was estimated at $15,000,000,
lle.the insurance was less than one half of that sum. This was
a terx:xble blow to a community, composed as it was so largely of
i\\srorkmg peop.le’ but the people railled from it and today St. John
. a substantial city. But, in re-building the city, every dollar
n as apparantly required for what were considered absolutely
necessary purposes, and thus it is that St. John is still withouta
uitable building for the Library which was established seventeen
years ago, and which now contains about 14,000 volumes.
lam stating these facts in detail with the hope that you will be
::le to give the City of St. John, some kind consideration. [am
ff“’ that.all Canadians must heartily appreciate your handsome
Olter _Of_ gifts to Ottawa, Vancouver, Sydney and other cities in the
minion.
I have the honor to remain,

Yours vegy Truly
J. 'W. DanigL, Mayor.

‘ This letter was replied to on June 6, from Skibo
C?.stle, Scotland, and the enquiry made as to how the
Library was then housed. To this the Mayor replied
that the Library was housed in rented rooms, and that
the city contributed $2,500 toward the support of
Lfbraries of which $600 was applied to the North end
Library which was amalgamated with the Free
Public Library in 188g. The Mayor also added, “I
think the Commeon Council are prepared to increase
the grant to the Free Public Library.”

The reply of the Mayor was sent on
on July 26th the following letter was
Skibo Castle. :

Yours of June 18th to hand, Mr. Carnagie’s rule is to give a sum
to erect a library building, the amount being based on what the

imes the latter is

‘Clty will pledge per yéar for support; about ten ti
usually given and the city is also required to find a site suitable

June 18th and
received from



