
TIE INIrLUENCE OP CHANNINGU. 1

him personaily, had visited at his bouse, and spent hours
in.listening to bis conversationýs, and.,that his only son
wvas ýmy friend and college class-mate, and that 1 shared
the opinionsof Dr. Channing, not onl y pon the general
questiopsof human right, but in his special doctrines of
theology. -Seizing my hand, he exclaimed, "Sir, Dr.
Channing is my saviour. Withopt hinm 1 had, no fait-
did flot know where I stood - and could find no satisfac-
tio.n.in ail my inquiries. 1 wil teli you My early his-

tory. Sorne f1ive and thirty years ago, -when -a youiig
man, studied in the university of Baste, intending to be
a Protestant minister. lu the the course of our exercises
the Professor laid before us the objections of the early
hereties, Arius, .Sabellius,.and Pelagius, and the rest, to
the doctrines. bfthe creed, with his ow.n answers thereto.
The betiseeetoMe weighty, but thue force of

the answers. I could flot preceive, and I.expres.sed myself

accordingly. Soon my résidence at thàt UJniversity ..be-
came uncomfortable, and 1 went to the universities of
northern Germany, hoping to ind sympathy in my here-
tical opinions.. But. the xrationalisin here was flot more
satisfactory. I happened, however,. one day to see in a
German journal a fragment of -a discourse delivered by
Rev. Dr. Chaniningatýthe:ordinati9n,.of a :Mr. Sparks, iu
.&menqica. * Iwas so much interested in it that I tnied to
find More of the wrî.tings of the saine gentleman. And
not; content.wwîth ls, 1 learned to 'read the .Englis l an-

g .sg mit1y for.the pur pose of ?Tead&ig Dr. Channing's
ujrt~ns.I have .read.themi ail. 1 have made them, my

stdy I geewthte throughout. They are

near-er. wýhjat I believe to .be truth than gny writinýgs of
this age. AÂnd,.sir, you may rely. upon it, that ev.en lu
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