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establishment of a Bureau of Agriculture, and to
amend and consolidate the laws rela.tmg to Agri-
eulture,” came into operation.

The District Societies, which, in 1830, drew
their  sunual pittance from Governweot, and
represented thre agricultural interests of the

‘consisting of, 1st, the Bureau; 2d, the Boards of

Agricultural Associations for Upper and Lower
‘Canada; 4th, County Societies; 5th, Township
‘Societies,

In 1857, another change took place, being, also,
‘a step in advanee; an Act was passed ‘ to make
‘better provision for the encouragement of Agri.
‘culture, and also to provide for the promotion of
Mechanical Science.”” The head of the Bureau of
Agriculture feceived the title of ¢ Minister of
Agriculture, ‘with very :extensive powers for
obtaining and distributing information respecting
sthe -condition of Husbandry and the Progress of
Arts-and Manufactures in the Province. By this
act Boards of Arts and Manufactures-were created,
and Horticultural Societies ineorporated.

The Boards of Agriculture distribute-the anriual
government grant to the County SBocietics, : upon*
duly certified statements from the Treasurers of:
the different” Socicties. The progress of these |
excellent adjuncts to agricultural improvements 1s
shown in the followmg table :

. of So- - A t of unt of |
Year. Ncoiet[ess. B Sul?;gs?)tion. Au(‘i(:'a ut. |
1862, wieet22i00000eeree. $18,681.00... ... ... §21,657 00
1858, ...vor 41 ceeeeeenn e 17,109.00......... ... 25,930.00 |
1864, ..ocodlciiinnnes 28,409.00......... ... 82,792.00
1855, eeeee 4lacerenne or 23,119.00..... ...... 32,674.00
1856, .ooeo 4l.ccieeienes 23,654.00......... ... 33,614.00
1867, verees Alilenenn e . 24,957.00............ 34,076.00
1858, .... A2 15,676.98.cc000weree 84,2765.00
1859*.... 8. v rrenne 24,221.00............ 28,836.00

With the means at the disposal of the County
Societies, o valuable impulse has, no doubt, been
given to agriculture in all its branches; chiefly by
.eneouragiog the introduction of a superior breed
.of:animsls, and of improved implements. Several
Societies have devoted a considerabloe portion of ;
their fuads to the importation of improved breeds
.of oattle and horses. The awarding of preminms |

for stock, implements and farm'productions gene- |

xally, has ekrcouraged private enterprise, and ]
a.w'akened a spirit of emulation which has been |

-# This year, in of tho fi inl condition of the
.counfry, tho, legislative grant wes lmited to » certaln amount for
th¥ entiro Province, and & uniform deduction was made from the

amount which each socioty would have been entitled to under the ]

act. The sum due, according to the act, being $47,950, of which
.quly $32,836 avas furnished by the Government.

' of the county and township Agricultural Societics,
Agriculture for Upper and Lower Canada; 3d, the §

1

most successful in promoting progress and improve.
ment, and the rank which Upper Canada now
occupies as an agricultural .country is mainly due
to the excellent organization and energetic spirit
which has always distinguished the county socie-

. ties since their first establishment.*

‘country, have thus grown, it twentystwo years; to '
‘a comprehensive and centralized organization, |

The Provincial Agﬁcultnral Asgociation,
£s a pecessary result of the successful working

a growing desire began to be felt, now nearly
twenty years ago, for the. organization of g
Provincial Soefety which would bring the farmers
and magufacturers from all parts of tho Province
together, and, by friendly rivaly and competition
at an annual exhibition, presents, at one view, the
best results of the agricultural and mechanical
industry of the country. After several ineffectual
attempts to obtain general and united action, o
mecting of delegates from county societies was
held ot Hamilton in August, 1846, and an Asso-
ciation formed, entitled the * Provincial Agrical-
tural Association and Board of Agriculture for
Canada West.”

The first Exhibition of the Association was held
at Toronto in October, 1846, The amount of
prizes offered in money reached $1,112, besides
books, making the total prize list to have a money
value of about $1,600. The result of the Exhibi
tion *surpassed the most sanguine anticipations of
its prowmoters, and excited the astonishment of

{ many who were not familiar with the progress

already made by the County Societies,at the display
of stock, implements, grain, fruit, and vegetables.
Thorough-bred Durham cattle were exhibited, and
eagerly bought up at the close of the show. In
the address delivered at the first meeting of the
Association, we find the following paragraph,
which illustrates the condition of husbandry in
relation to stock which prevailed throughout the
province: “ The rough condition of. our farmers,
with various concurring circumstances, have in
times past precluded any due attention to the
important department of live stock. We find
everywhere a mougrel mixture of Devons, Herer
fords, Lancashires, and Normans, frequently,
indeed, producing good milkers, and useful catile
for the yoke, but entirely devoid of any established
qualities upon which the breeder can rely, or feel
any confidence that “Ilike will beget like.”” Wo
must admit, howewer, that some improvement ha8
| taken place, ‘and that the well-defined breeds of
England are beginning to be sought after with
some care.”
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* For au excellent.summary of legislative enactmonts in f{""
of agriculturo in Cunada, see the first volume of the Transaclions
of the Board.af Agriculture for Upper Cupada.



