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Commodity. Quantity. Cost, Cost, Cost, ,
COST OF LIVING AND WAGES ‘g‘o' ‘g“- 1912 ‘
i <
Polatoss 08 Coao SOl i e 2 pks. 28.2  47.1 51.6
. 1 1 B e W e 9 Y wate I . . -

According to cabled messages, a report of the NARNE, whe wine ., % o . .7 =
Imperial Board of Trade, just issued, shows a large in-  All £00ds  ......ooovereeennnnn -+ $0.740 $7.000 $7.407
crease in the cost of living and a comparatively small gain ——
in wages. Workers have to pay seven per cent. more : c. Fot &
now for the necessities of life than they did seven years Starch, laundry  .............. % 1b. 3.1 3% 3.2
ago, and there has been no increase of income to offset : o~

Coal, cantbiracita s Tl 1/16 ton. 39.7 41.0 SI.1
the advance. €oal, hitiminous ' fu:lasas iy 1/16 ¢ y 34.4 35.5 367
F ; ’ h DSt i Nt 6 d. i .

The latest report on wholesale prices in Canada for &ggg: soafrtd, e darel e Ill/io 5 i;: ;g_‘; ;::: 7
the year 1912 by Mr. R. H. Coats, of the Department of Coal Ol  ....vsveonsssnnsonsns 1 gall. 243 232 2295
Labor, shows that conditions are little better in Canada. TR
At any rate, this is the case in the matter of cost of Ffuel and lighting  ................. $1.651 $1.734 $1.825
living. The general depression in 1907 did not have the T R PR 3.810 4. xne 4-372

lowering effect on the cost of living that it had on general
business. The figures presented by Mr. Coats, who has Grand total  .........eeieeeale 12.241 12.804 13.63%
made a special study of the subject, also show that dur-

ing the past year the steeply upward trend of the weighted It will be seen that a weekly budget which

line in his charts may be regarded as reflecting the serious have cost $12.24 in 1910, cost $12.89 in 1911, and $l3.6l ;
aspect of the rise. in 1912.  The increase in 1911 over 1910 was 6.y
cent., and in 1912 over 1911, 5.8 per cent., amounting to
63 cents in 1911 and to 74 cents in 1g12.

From a cost of living standpoint a better criterion is
afforded by retail prices—those paid for small quantities 3 ke : 2
to the ultimate middleman—of articles entering largely An interesting su-ie-lxght is thrown on the.prlce move-
into domestic consumption. Since the beginning of 1910, ment of 1912 by noting the n_umber of al.rtlcles which
the Department of Labor at Ottawa has secured on the showed increases or decrease§ In average price or remain.
fifteenth of each month from its fifty correspondents a ed unchanged .compz.xred with 1911. Altoget.her, 28;
return showing the current retail prices of twenty-eight articles are available in the present report and its prede-
articles which enter prominently into cost of living, to- cessor for such a comparison. Of' this total, 180 showed
gether with a statement in each case as to the prevailing  increases, 55 showed declines, while 52 were unchanged.
rental for a representative workingman’s dwelling of the In other words, 63 per cent. of the nun}ber advanced, 19
better class, with and without sanitary conveniences. It per cent. declined, and 18 per cent. remained the same. Ipn
is thought that probably 8o per cent. of the expenditures @ similar list lastE year, only 45 per cent. advanf:ed, while
of the ordinary family are represented in these returns, 30 per cent. declined and 25 per cent. were stationary,

while. the localities selected are the most important in- These results are obtained by the Ottawa statisticians
dustrially in the several provinces. The prices on the first  with what may be considered a very modest basis of cal- §
of each quarter in the years 1910, 1911 and 1912, reported  cylation. The weekly cost of living for the average family

in this way to the department have been averaged and the of five probably looked more formidable than thirteen
resu‘lts are tabulated below. It will be seen from these dollars and sixty-three cents.

statistics that the general trend of retail prices was
strongly upward in 1912. Thé most satisfactory way of
estimating the total effect of these changes is to work

The two features of the British report, are thag the
rise in the cost of living has been world-wide and greatest
i : in Cz . The gain has been greater in forei
out a family weekly budget in the terms of the average !tr:ie(.;d?:it:}? s e:cgption i Francg, il Greaf;r?o‘fn.
skt % [ Several years. Here.are fypical weekiy ex- Th ; test increase has been in Canada, A -
Pendlt}:res on sta;?le foogis, fuel, lighting and rentals fot H(; i;'ea fhe United States sl Torun: Sinc:a g ustria-
a family of five with an income of $800 per year, for the risl; ﬁ] XI,IStria-Hun,rrary A A le:)iut:e
L o 32 per cent. ; Germ;ny, 30 per cent.; Italy, 20 per cem:

In the same period the British and French rise has been
Quantity. Cost, Cost, Cost, only 15 per cent. Canada heads the list with a rise of st
1010. IQIX. 1012. per cent. Australia and New Zealand show comparative]

Commodity,

Baef, aiclain sty % c. c. €. modest rises of 16 per cent. The increase in Canada, ijn
5 OIFRReRlE o - Ayl 2 lb. 6.8 ¢ ; i

Beef,. chick: foasts . T - B 224 222 géi ool apes e sl i
I\\/,Ieal’ forequarte_r ............ el o7 e TR T The compilers of the report admit that they have had

utton, roast, hindquarter Gl 158 16.8 17.9 difficulty in bringing together diverse figures and val
Pork, roasting, fresh o 8 ire i .
Pork. uals B P N L A ‘Z' ’5-4 ‘7-(5) from all parts of the empire into a general comparison,
Bacoi hest el e 23‘; 2223 ggx Their conclusions, however, if not absolutely reliable, are 3
%ard, xiure Rk e e 2 ““  30.8 360 36.2 none the less interesting. 4

B, RRESI T e T e : s ! X : 2 i

Egg - Daicke : dgz 398 \82.1 834 For instance, taking 100 as an index num

g&s; packed” - GEAD ORTIAR 1 28,3 2279 w0} g v ® y We
Milk et b o 6qts. 44.4 46.8 49.8 find the following changes in the level of food Prices
gugg:, 3?1;{;1(’::“!) R 2 lb.‘ 824 7834 5g.§ since 1900 :—

u ; e 3 G ) R e ; a3k 31,1 92,0 -0 34, ;
Cheese, Canadian, "ald .3 00 ¢ /i ® o g " Sl idvis ; % : 1900, 1OGS i NI
Cheese, Canadian, new ........ AR ARG o R United Kingdom ........ 100 103 g
Bread, plain white ........ .. 15 ¢ 641 645 615 Brante it n oo 100 97 s
ll;looﬁl;é c;;(i;nary family o 1<5> :‘ g?‘; 2?‘; gg-g GRermany. sl AaRsc s e 100 114 130
Rice, good medium  .......... 2 U e e g ey Uhited Statés i s 100 113 el
Beans, handpicked A e B R P T T Canada. ................ 100 s 151
Gpples). evaporated LTS s SRt o - Sl 0 B T Alstiala v ool VAo 100 101 116
Is’runes, meditllm quality e sita 1% 1.8 121 lg-o New Zealand ...... psieailt 100 107 116

........... | 2450 20, 4

Sﬁgar, gr?lnu e g « :: g rg 8 ng :

gar, yellow ............ Hah A o . ¢ . As regards changes in the cost of housin
ReR EDlack e T e % Oy 002 AL S °8 g g ¢ 3 g and cloth. ‘
e hgpden o RO SR Yo i el e e NG, :the mform?tlon.avallab}e is too llfmted andﬁ-.& .
ol QR 8.7 0.4 -mentary to admit of international comparison. ' S



