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the time of his death a inember of the Intercolonial Rail-
WaY EMPloyes'. Relief and Insuranêe Association and tiiatunder the constitution, rules and regulations of that associ-
ation, of whichi deceased had been furnishied with a copyand the certificate of niembership, and iii which hie hadhominatcd his wife, Amanda Desrosiers, as the person toreceive ail assurance money accrling upon the certificate,ail that she clotld dlaim was $250 insurance nioney.
Relleved of Ail Ciaime.

The Crown further argued that by the constitution,miles and regulations of that association it was provided
that in considieration of the annual contribution of $6,ooofrom the railway department to the association, the railway
department was reiieved of ail dlaims for compensation for
injuryor death of any member.

The case was heard ini Quebec before the late Mr.Justice ýBurbidge, and judgment was rendered on the 24thof June, 1907, allowing to the widow the sum of $4,ocio antdcosts. The Crôwn appealed to the Supreme Court and thecase was »argued on the 27th October last. The court fol-lowed the decisions rendered in the Privy Council in theleadin case of Millar vs. G. T. R. and the more recent oneofthe King and Armstrong on the question of law and dis-missed the Government's appeal with costs, thus affirmingthe judgment rendered by the late Mr. Justice Burbidge inthe Exchequer Cout. Mr. F. H. Chrysier, K.C., asact-ing for the Government and Mr. Auguste Leiucix, K.C.,amgued the case on behalf of respondent, Mrs. DeChnipiain..

HAIL INSURANCE.

MunleipaIlitie Dlsouse An Old Toplo-intr.Munolpai
Insuranoe Suggost.d.

The cheapest possible way to protect communties froinhail stormns i s the aim of 'Manitoba municipalities. Mr.Stintson, Who atidresseti the recent convention of the Mani'toba Union of Municipalities, of Brandon thought that themunicipalities should bear the onus of a storm. Rpeet
tives of the Government and of the Union have discussed thi,
question. The following suggestions have resulted:ý

j. That there should be a system of inter-muiniialh
insurance including thirty municipalities, iia.ai

2.ý That a maximum rate of three cents pr a(r<' be. luvieti,to be collected as a tax. This would provide a suflicient fundto pay at least $3 per acre indemanity for a totally destroyeýd
crop.

3. That the damgge sustained by hall fit the district
should bie appraised by an appraiser to be appointed by the
several municipalIities. The award of the appraisers to besubject to appeal, to a board of three arbitrators appointeti
by the municipalities, the party losing to pay the cost.

4. That ail taxes, so collecteti shall be placed in thse hantis
of thse municipal commrissioner by February i, each year.

5. APy dlaim for damage by hail shall bie sent to the clerkof the municipality in writing withîn six -days andi the com-missioner notified by thse clerk by telephone or telegrapli,who shall appoint an appraîser.
6. Immediately after such appraisement the apprai setshall notify thse clerk of the munîc3"pahxty and thse municipalcomumissioner advising them of the resuits' of his investiga-tion and thse amount of thse compensation, if any, for the

damage done.
Any matter flot herein provided for, shail be determinedalong the lines of thse Municipal Hlail Insurance Act.
The general opinion of th#~ convention favored compul-soiry taxation or rather the forcing of the municipalities inthse beit chosen to pay their taxes was flot wanted at al,.Again thse question as to how much of non-arable land thereshould bc on a quarter section~ before it becomes exempt froni

taxation.

TAXATION~ CONFERENCE A SUCCESS.

Canadian Life Officers Appointed to Act with United
States Interests-Some (iood Addresses. f

Canada figitred prominently at thse annual meeting oftthse Association of Life Insurance Presidents helM in NewtYork last weelc. A brief reference ta the matter appeared in tlast Saturday's issue. Many Canadian offcers were presentIand a tribute was paiti to thse Canadian Life Officers Associ-ation by? thse election of its executive committee to the com- dmittee who will consider thie éntire question of insurance vtaxation.
Trhe saum resitjt of thse conference indicated aimuanimous hfeeling thsat life insurance taxation should be more consistent, c

uniformn and less burdensomne to poiicyhoiders. A resolution
was passeti to that effect.
Canada t. b. Ropresonted.

The foilowing resolution was subruittcd:
IThat it is the sense of this assembly that the entirequestion be referreti to the Executive Committec of the Amen.-

can Life Convention, and of the Presidents' Association forsucis action as they may deem necessary, it being understood
that so far as- possible they co-operate with a committeetne-
presentîng the State Supenintendents of Insurance."

A Member: May 1 suggcst to Mr. Morton ont thing:- TheCanadian gentlemen are prescrnt, andi they n epresent thseCanadian Life Officers' Association- that that committee
should include the Executive Committee of that body?Mr. Mont on: 1 would bc very glati indeed to include
themn.

Mr. R. L. Cox: 1 am sure this is an international ques-
tion.

Mr, Morton., 1 wilI so amend îk before secondeti.
Mr. R. L. Cox: IlTo a coniiiittee of the Canadian LifeOfficer-s' Association or represenitatives of that body." Thsemesolution as anîcnded was duly secondeti andi carried.

Elsotion « Officers.
Robert Lynu Cox, general counsel and manager of theAss;ociation was ne-clecteti to that position for thse ensuingyear. Thse excutive! committre consîsiting of T. A. Buckner,'Vice-President New Yonk, Life Insunance Company, NewYork; S. C. Duinham, 'rid'tie TraVelens Insurance

Ctompany, H1antford, Conn.; Hialey Fiske, Vice-President
Metiropoiitan Life lnsurance Company, New York; L. G.Fouse, President Th'le Fidelity Mutual Life Insunance Com-pany, Phuladelpisia, Pa-.; George E. Ide, Presitient Home LifeInsunance( Comny;ji, New% Y'ork; Paul Morton, Presideat ThseqiabeLife Assuran1ce Soiçcty, New York; Charles A.Peabody, Presidenit Tht Mtuai-l Life Inburanice Company,Ncw York, was isorceetd

Mm. R. L. Cox meati an exietpapier on the objects ofthe conernc ani ncessity for co-operation, .Dealing withthc ine'qualîiitie of the taxaition hurden as between policy-holdors themiseijves, i', saiti tht question natumally dividetiitsclf into two parts. " First, in equalîties arising from thedvriyof resýid1entc of policyhloldeirs and, second, from thsedîversity of domlicitile, of thse omniesiir, in which they are in-su1rcdi (ykepn his cisiiaion in mind, we may better
undestan perapstis, potency of the variaus argumentsthat wili hi' a1dvancedl bY thoset Vwho are' to discuss tise ques-tion before us. By1 havingý their places alutteti in ativance,\wi mnay perhaps, more reaily assign tise facts to be presentetito their p)ositions of relative importance.-W\e have heard mutch (if the burden of life insurance

taxation as exrseiin agetefigures. Wer know thatlife insurance -the co-oper.ative sliaring of losses causeti bythe tintimecly% death of productive, human beings-is burtienetiannuaily for the support of government to) the aggregate
amnount of at least eleven million dollars. That this burdenîs borne soleiy by policyholders is not s0 wehl known nor liasit hitiserto heen seriousiy considered by policyholders tliem-selves,." Tht tax problem is the policyholders problem, lieconclude I, anti nothing can be accomplisheti in the way ofsubstantial reform except throiugh co-operative efforts of
policyholtiers.
statistiolan Pisade for InteiIIg.nt Legilati@ii,

That 324 insurance laws were passed inii 197 as against
I7oin 1905 was tise staternent in an address by R. H. Whitten,librarian and statistician, New York Public Service Commis-
sion. Thse New York investigation and Iaws of the pre-
ceding year, lie saiti, furnisbed tise inspiration anti modeis
for most of the new Iaws passed. Tracing the phases oftaxation in commercial, financial and insurance spiseres, Mr.Whitten advocated better legisiation. Tise legisiature mustleveiop the organixatioin necessary to, permrit it to act intellî-Kently. There must be tise systematic collection and organ-zation of information. Tise draftinig or revision of eacis pro-posed bill sisould be undertaken by experts in statutory me-
:hods. Each prposeti measure should undergo tise
icientific examînation of expert knoýWIedge.

Life insuirance is greatly overtaxed-tliat opinion punctu-ated Hlon. J. il. Dryden's atidress on tise taxation of life in-~urance in tise United States. Tise prospect of securing tise
£,eneral adoption of a perfect system of taxation is tçio'remote
or serious consideration. A uniform premnium income tax ofne per cent. would be a practical working basis.. It would
flore than repay tise States for their supervision anti protec-
ion and would materialy decrease tise cost of life insurance
Q the millions of Amrneican policyliolders.
luforin la Mosssay, says Zartman.

The necessity for reform in 1 ife insurance taxation Wascleat with hy Lester W. Zartman, Yale University. Lastrear, he stated;' tise life insurance companies of tise United
tates paid L$i2,ooooo0 to tise States as tht sisare whjch tiseiolders of life insurance policies should contribute ta the,:ompanies ta tise expenses of Government., Mr. Zartman
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