
I6THFEBUARV 188)1THE CANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE.

required to carry any kit or equipment at ail. Two or three tbings point
towvards this possibility. What is the one great feature and desideratuni
of modern war? In one word it is pace. In the early part, of this
Century operations in the field were condueted with the uttnost delibera-
tion. Troops laden like pack animais with ponderous rnuskets, 11-con-
trived and: injurious knapsacks, heavy and spongy great coats, flot to
mention a blanket and a few other iterns-these men marched as a rule
deliberately, fought deliberately, and, in fact, did everything in a slow,
precise, and orthodox niianner. WVhen winter arrived the opposing
forces retired by mutual consent into what were known as winter
quarters, where they remained until warmi weather enabled them. to
emerge -and recommence hostilities, after the usuai leisurely fashion.
Now we have changed ail that, and to sonme purp~ose too. In 1866 six
short weeks sufficed to carry the Prussian troops from Berlin to Vienna,
and to prostrate the Austriit Empire. * In 1870 the ivar broke out in
J uly, and, although it lasted six mionths, the events compressed intio
that period were such as in the beginning of this century -wouid have
requiied ten years to accomplish. In fact, whien war breaks out now the
campaign is carried on regamdless of summer heat or winter cold until
some resuit is arrived ait Prince Bismarck told bis countrymen in a
recent speech that the last war wouid be mere child's play conîpared to
the next one ; and as pace ivas the great characteristic of the last wvar,
we may assume that the pace xviii be even more severe in the next one.
We hold it to be an imipossibilîty for Infantry to i)emform that which
will be expected of then4'in future if they are to be loaded as they have
hitherto been.

Another consideration iso presents itself, and one to which we
drew attention some time back ; that is the increasing quantity of
ammunition which is to be diarmied on the persons of the nien. TUhe
probiem that the next war will present for solution is-Howv are the
Infantry to keep up the pace wvhich is ever incmeasing, to carry the old
marching-order kit, and also the hundred and more rounds of aînmuni-
tion that are now deciared to be absolutely indispensable? l'he answer
is 'obvious. To do ail three is a manifest impossibîlity. WVhich, then,
mnust give îvay? Thle pace must be kept up at aIl hazards, and wc sup-
pose that it will be ruI2d that the hundred rounds of aniunition ilust
be carmied, although we have taken the liberty in these colunins of deny-
ing the necessity of it. On these assumiptioris, then, the kit jrper nust
be discarded, and tlierefore we hope that our miilitary authorities will
await the mesuits of the next wam on the Continent befome committing
themselves and the nation to any expense in the matter.

W/e cannot see any way out of the difficuity at prescrnt. It is useless
to propose that the ýoldiers' kits should be carried for thern. No systcmi
of transport could cope with the diffculty, for as it is the enormious miass
of guns, carnazges and vehicles of every description will miore than fill
every available moad, and the experience of war bas denîonstrated con-
clusively that when once the soldier and bis pack are sepamated during
a campaign, they neyer mieet again. It rmrains, therefore, to be seen
by the light of the next war what the Infantry soldirm can carry and
what lie cantnot carry. That the next %var will be marked by sorte new
departure in this question there can be hardly a doubt. What direction
it will take is bard to say ait present. Meanwhile we are in the comfort-
able position of being able to wait for the experience of others, as we are
îiow doing in the magazine rifle question. In ail miatters appertaining
to naval reforin we are exl)ected to lead the way, and wve do. Iin mat-
ters military we cani aiford to wvait.

Army Society in San Francisco.

eAN Francisco Society " is the tite of a pamphlet of forty-tw'o pagesS3 by Mr. Watson, in which miany phases of life are (liscussed.
Under tbe head of " Arny and Navy " lie says:

"The Arm set is almiost as excluisive as the foreign circles, ani
among themiselves the Army people hive a great deal ol quiet enjoynicnt,
which few outsiders are admiitted to. Amuong Ammiy ladies conspictiou
for their liospitality are Mms. Bingharn, Mrs. Cochran, Mrs. Shafter,
Mrs. St. John (;reble, iMr.s. Howamd, Mrs. Scott, Mms. Russell, and Mrs.
Best.

"For the Arny miat what -'an be said ? Tlhere is a chamni about
brass buttons that, were the wearer as thick-headed as a ploughboy or as
brainiess as the enowned 'lin God, wvould still inake himi the idol of
the maiden and the despair of the ambitious niother.

" W/e are fontunate ini our young soldierî. 'I'lev are niost of themi
good looking and a weii.bred set of fellows, and flot haif so badiy spoiled
as they have a right to, be. '[hlen it rntust be reienmhered that socially
they are invaluable. Where would society have mien for aftcmnoon teas,
for morning walks, for its best german leaders, were it not that a gen-
erous Governînient has suppiied these available yotiths? Of the present
set, there are three so popular that wene the average society girl asked
to play in the old-fitshioned ganie of forfeits, shc wotuld how to the

pmettiest (Lieut. Mott), kneel to the wittiest (Lieut. Bean), and kiss the
one she loved best (?)-well, that woitld be a tie between Lieut. Towers
and Lieut. Sturgis.

"The courteouis and acconîplisbed post commiander at Black Point,
Major John A. D)arling, has a firrnly-established position in the regard of
society. The commander in-chief, General O. O. Howvard, is so well
and so highly known, it redms needless to speak of him, and Colonel
Shafter's genial hospitality has made him most popular.

" The Navy men suifer liere froni Iack of opportunities, although onie
very fascinating representative, the best dancer in the cotillions, flits
down fmom Mare Island now and then. He is tail and hie is faim, and as
an enthusiastic admirer once said to nie, 'Most courteous and gentle of
ail who sate in hall aniong dames.' This fortuntate gentleman is named.
Nibiack. It miust be confessed that society goes rather a mad gait when
the booniing s:îlute froîin the'fomt announices the arrivaI of a mari of-Nvar.
(lut I niust c-Drrect miyseif-the United States is now too poor to aiford
the powdem, and it is the man-of-war which announices its own arrival).
Stern and bard expemiences of pamtings, however, have taught the maid
of many seasons to only p)lay at love with these soldiers of the sea; and
ships do flot nowadays sail away leaving broken hearts behind'»

IlRemember, Boys, I Led You.".

An Incident ot the Niorth-West Rebellion of 1885.
1WV TIIONIAS K1WL.

wA HERE dark Sa.skatchcewan's rushing tide
VBy l3atoche strand is wildly: welling,

Rebellion's flag is fluttering wide,
In rifle pits are rebels dwelling;

But now have conne the soldiers true,
Ta fret, to Save, protect Who aîeed thein,

WVitb bcarts rc',olved to die or do,
With gallant nien to guide and lead themt.

Impatient for the comaing charge
Brave French and Ncouts are ready,

Glitter their weapons bright and large,
Their bands, their bearts are steady.

Th'ti order comtes-witb dashing bursi
Rush French'% Scouts the quickest,

iVith death-defying daring firSt
iVhery fly the missiles~ tlickest.

Down the ravine, dcath'- open door,
Through bush, through snioke and slippery nitre,

Unflnching face the dread outpour,
"De)..sping danger, death and fi; e "z

*1hrough watcer,lbarricade, pitfaill,
'1hrough ficry torrent fied thein,

WVhile first and foremost of thern ail
Urave, noble French stili led thuii

*à[id pealing %hoitts of victory,
T'he vanquislied rehel% tîuickly) fly,

Set now ai-, Riel',, captives fret,
WVhilc deati,, uniyie-klitig. lingers ,îigh.

lht liere fal' ! hat does lie sa.y*!
(Canada, tears, hot and bitter, shed you!)

WVlile fas.t hi', leart'. bloud ebbs away,
"Renicenulier, boys., 1 led y~.

iVhile glossa spark of patriot ire,
Long a'. life". bloin wiIl warn' us,

Whlile treason's dceds awake our ire,
Wvhite noble actions charin tus;

iVbile bonour, valour, courage, truth,
I elight the poets and sages,
ghy naine, brave French, will blooin as youth,
, ndjnrned hy future ages.

Should ever foe.. froin distanît lands,
l)ear Cattada, thy shores invade,

And ever S.ous' relelliou, hands
lit raised to gis'e îunboly aid;

'l punisb Eneie such wicked clatn,
Nebicht o the dust wvould trend us.

Oh give tus sncb ano ier ian,
Anotber F"rench to lead us!

Thbe cecpenditure for the Germian Anny, as estiniatcd in the Budget whicb bas
been submnitted Io the Re.ichstag, amnouins te 362,465,016 marks, including non-recur-
ring itemis te the amount of 77, 267,954 marks, and also a sumn of 21,000,000 marks
for complcîing the Germait strategical railwiy systeni.

A statemient te the efl'ect that the Mfannilichcr rifle bas been sclected for ne.arming
the Belgian infantry, wvill hliÎrobsaly received with as niucb surprise as it bas been by
tbe Liege gun trade. The factories ani found(ries of the Belgtan ¶tirininghani bave
been usually kept going lîy orders for arînamients front I'orcign states, and notahly
from Austrii-Hungary, upon designs furnisheail -at Liegc itsclf. The known defects or
tbe Nlannlicber are to lne renmcdiecd by the inventer in tbe wveapon intended for tbe
/'rv~e Bées, hut the saïnc calibre of 8 miillinietr*s li lie adbercd to in the new
niodel.

l>rizes bave been offered b>' Gen. Ferron for (lie lcst pattern of cavalry saddie,
applicable to ail tbe mnounted arnis of the line. T'he comipetitions are to he sent ta tbc
inspecting cotiimiitc rit lParis before the îst Jinuary, 1888. l'reniiums, in five classes
te the amnotnt of io,ooo (ns. wviIl be grantecd, severally, of 5,000 frs., 2,000 frs., 1,000
fis., and of Soo frs., for the four licst designs in order of nierit. Tbe tecbnical section
of tbe F"rench ('avalry Commjission has also dlehnitely apl)rove1 of tbe cavalry sword or
sabre heing in future attached to the saidie. in lieu ni icing slung front tbe trooper's
waist-belt. A %%shaped sling, neirly a fooit in dlrap, is lîucklcd at tbe two upper euds,
beneatb tbe left croup of the saddle, andl a swvivel at tbe Iower point takzes tbe single
ring on tbe sheath a1tout 3 inches front the hilt. There is less mnovemient of tbc weapon
when at trot or gallop, bt tbe contrivance we have noticcd uinder essay bas certaînly
the disadvantage of singtîlarly distorting the figures of the mlany under-sized French
bnrscmen in olbcying the order Io> "lI)rawi !"-
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