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said to have a chance is rceduccd to
8.8 pcr cent. Thle carlier iii the
course of the diseasie thc iijcctions
wvcrc tniade the lowcr wvas thlc propor-
thon of dcathsi. In those injcctcd ini
die first thrcc' days the niortality was
7.3 per cent., and if from these %ve
dcdurt thosc wvhich wvere practically
inoribund at tie time of injection the
mor01tahitY w,-'s 0111Y 4.9 Ker cen't.
Aftcr thie third day tic tnortality
riscs rapidly and docs not diffier na-
terially froni ordinary diphithcria sta-
tistics. Nevertlîclcss.,, iii certain cases
striking inUIprovemcnlt is said to have
taken place cvcn whicn the seruni wvas
inljcctc'dl as late as the fifth or sixtli
day.

As regards the age of patients, thec
hlighiest niortality occurrecd before the
second year. A Çtc-r that age there
,was a steady decline in mnortality up
to aduit life. Contrary to whlat lias
been asscrtcd by some observers, cvi-
dent improvcmen.t wvas seen in adult
cases treated by the serum. Of 359
patients, over fiftecni ycars of age, but
thirteeni dicd. Four of thiese %vere
moribund at the ime of' injection;
two, both sixty years old, siuffered
fromn preceding organic disease, one
of the lîeart and the othier of the kid-
neys. Otiiers wvere injccted late.
Omitting the moribunci cases the
,nortality Of 355 aduit cases, treated
wvithi the serum, wvas 2.5 per cent. It
does not appear tlîat the serurn lias a
notable powvcr of preventing the die-
velooment of diplîtheritic paralysis
unless, it be used early in the disease.
Even then, in severe cases, nerve ceils
and fibres xnay be so greatly damagied
that paralysis ivil1 follov.

he most dccided evidence of the
value of this method %vas observed in
laryngeal diphtheria. Every one
kno%'s the danger of this localization
ivhiere mechanical obstruction to res-
piration is superadded to the depres-
sion produced by a speciflc intoxica-
tion. The number of laryngeal cases
reported xvas 1,256, and yet of these,
563 recovered ivithout operation. 0f
565 operative cases, sixty-six were

citier rnoribunci at the. time, or died
wiîthiîî twencity-.four lîours after injec-
tioni; if thecse be deductcd, the mor-
tality of thiosc operated upon by intu-
bation or traclieotomny is x6.9 pcir
cent. The best resuit in operative
cases, prior to the inîtroduction of the
serumn trcatment, was a rnortality of
5 1.6 per cent.

After thc report lîad been read anîd
acccpted, the society agreed. Llîat for
a clîild over two ycars old thie dosage
of antitoxin shîould bc iii ail laryngeal
cases witlî stenosis, and in ail oHlier
severe cases i,500 to 2,000 units for
the first injectiorn, to bc repeated in
froîîî eighitcn to tiventy-four hours
ifthere is no iimprovet-n:-nt ; a third

dose after a sîrnilar inierval if neces-
sary. For secre cascs in clîildren
under two, years, and for ii«nild cases
ovcr tliat age, the initial dose slîould
be i,ooo units, to be repeated a-s above
if necessary ; a secondic dose is not
usually rcquired. The dosagre slîould
always bcecstimated in. antitoxin
units, and îîot the aniount of seruni.
Antitoxini slîoulé. be -,dmiiiistoied as
early as p.ossiblc on a clinica' diag-
nosis, lot waiting for a bacteriologi-
cal culture. I-owcvcr late the first
observation is made, an injection
--hould be given unless the progress
of tlîe case is favorable and satisfac-
tory.

Fromn thîe reports obtainecd, it ap-
pears tliat in the great majority of
cases but one injection wvas made.
In very severe cases twvo and three
wvere gi.ven.- Tle Meédical Bulletin.

THE SURGEONS' COMPANY
IN 1796.

So many jubilees and centenaries
have been celebrated this year that
most people appear to have lost sight
of the important evcnts; 'vhich were
happening to the Corporation of
Surgeons a hundred years ago. The
surgeons left the barbers in 1745, and
with thie assistance of John Ranby,


