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said to have a chance is reduced to
8.8 per cent. The earlier in the
course of the discase the iwjections
were made the lower was the propor-
tion of deaths. In those injected in
the first three days the mortality was
7.3 per cent., and if from these we
dedurt those which were practically
moribund at the time of injection the
mortality was only 4.8 per cent
After the third day the mortality
riscs rapidly and docs not differ ma-
terially from ordinary diphtheria sta-
tistics. Nevertheless, in certain cases
striking improvement is said to have
taken place even when the serum was
injected as late as the fifth or sixth
day.

As regards the age of patients, the
highest mortality occurred before the
sccond ycar. Aiter that age there
was a steady decline in mortality up
to adult life. Contrary to what has
been asserted by some observers, evi-
dent improvement was scen in adult
cases treated by the scrum. Of 359
patients, over fifteen ycars of age, but
thirteen dicd. Tour of these were
moribund at the time of injection ;
two, both sixty years old, suffered
from preceding organic disease, one
of the heart and the other of the kid-
neys. Others were injected late,
Omitting the moribund cases the
ortality of 355 adult cases, treated
with the serum, was 2.5 per cent. It
does not appear that the serum has a
notable power of preventing the de-
velopment of diphtheritic paralysis
unless it be used carly in the discase.
Even then, in severe cases, nerve cells
and fibres may be so greatly damaged
that paralysis will follow.

The most decided evidence of the
value of this method was observed in
laryngeal diphtheria.  Every one
knows the danger of this localization
where mechanical obstruction to res-
piration is superadded to the depres-
sion produced by a specific intoxica-
tion. The number of laryngeal cases
reported was 1,256, and yet of these,
563 recovered without operation. Of
565 operative cases, sixty-six were

cither moribund at the time, or died
within twenty-four hours after injec-
tion ; if these be deducted, the mor-
tality of those operated upon by intu-
hation or tracheotomy is 16.9 per
cent, The best result in operative
cases, prior to the introduction of the
serum trcatment, was a mortality of
51.6 per cent,

After the report had been read and
accepted, the socicty agreed that for
a child over two ycars old the dosage
of antitoxin should bein all laryngeal
cascs with stenosis, and in all other
severe cases 1,500 to 2,000 units for
the first injection, to be repeated in
from cightcen to twenty-four hours
if there is no improvemant ; a third
dose after a similar interval if neces-
sary., TFor scvere cases in children
under two years, and for mild cases
over that age, the initial dnse should
be 1,000 units, to be repeated asabove
if necessary ; a second dosc is not
usually required. The dosage should
always be estimated in antitoxin
units, and not the amount of serum.
Antitoxin should be administered as
carly as possible on a clinica! diag-
nosis, not waiting for a bacteriologi-
cal culture. However late the first
observation is made, an injection
<hould be given unless the progress
of the case is favorable and satisfac-
tory.

TFrom the repersts obtained, it ap-
pears that in the great majority of
cases but one injection was made.
In very severe cases two and three
were given.— 7/e Medical Bulletin.

THE SURGEONS' COMPANY

IN 1796.

So many jubilees and centenaries
have been celebrated this year that
most people appear to have lost sight
of the important events which were
happening to the Corporation of
Surgeons a hundred years ago. The
surgeons left the barbers in 1745, and
with the assistance of John Ranby,



