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TIIE SELECTION Of CASES FOR THI! MUSKOKA F REE
HIOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTIVES.

By C. D. PARFITT, ÏM.D., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., GRAVENHURST, ONT.
Physician in charge of Nltskoka Free Hlospital ftcr Constimptive.

T'le extermination of tubercuiosis depends iargeiy on the
general practitioner. \Ve look to him- to recognize the disease in
tirne, and to make existing sanatoria of the utmost possible use to
the community. At the Musi-oka Free H-ospital, intended and
plainly announced to be for the treatment of incipient pulmonary
tuberculosis, out of a total Of 419 admissions during three years, 32
per cent, have been far advanced cases. Moreover, about one-third
of ail applications sent are refused on account of obviousunsuitability
of cases. That is to say that about five-ninths of ail cases recom-
niended by physicians are entireiy unsuitable for sanatorium treat-
ment, it is true that people of the wvorking ciass for wvhom the insti-
tution is intended,areoften deplorablylate in seeking medical advîce.
lIt is aiso true that xvhere there is any doubt in .the mmnd of a physi-
cian, no harrn is done by making application, provided that patient
and physician are prepared to take a refusai, if necessary. But the
fact that some physicians, general practitioners, almost invariably
recomrnend good cases leads to a belief that the cases are to be
found and couid be given the benefit of the hospitai in greater
numbers if there wvere a better gcneral un derstanding among phy-
sicians of the factors that make for suitability or unsuitabiiity of
cases for sanatorium tr.eatment.


