~posed in rows ; in the first of which were the Druids

' ‘stance.’  This exception ‘was no other than. the arch-
- poet,  Dubtach, who, struck with the dignity of Pa-
*“trick’s mien and the gracious benevolence. of his as-

- *in the "king’s admiration of the: venerable stranger ;

““the - Druids ‘themselves, though secretly - filled -with
+envy, aud resolved to oppose Patrick by every means
~ in their power, ‘were still forced to. admit that he was {
* a man of more than mortal power. * Tle king listen-
ed with rapt dtténtion - to the Saint’s elucidation .of
" the Christian faith, and was evidently more than balf
" convinced.

" ‘of a-strange Divinity. 'Still when Dubtach, whom'be

~ this man’s religion nothing but what is good, and wise,
-and salutary, so have we no mind to binder bim from

--margin of a limpid fountain. This fountain was con-,
- tiguous: to. one of -the royal palaces, and. altogether:
. .the place.had an’ inviting aspect.. Earing taken a

,’2

“receive him with:any mark of respect.  His mandate

“ing, in bonor of ‘his presence. " This: act - of -disobe~
" 'dience’ offended the king for thé moment; but long
_before Patrick’s discourse or. sermon.was .at an

~profound admiration of the speaker, and the marvel-

‘bassador contumeliously from our presence. - Surely
* this new God of his bas chosen a worthy and discreet

" presence.

distant wilds of Connaught, whither he was attracted
" by the remembrance of that remarkable vision in

reached in the evenipg of a summer day an extensive

-1he fountain chanting the matin service, and each
. being rapt in his own pious meditations, and their

e i A s
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« Nay, nay, friend,” said the king, rising from his
seat and leading the way to the palace, “let us hear
what he has to say [or himself before we condemn
him. Justice.is the noblest attribute of kings, and
Laogaire will not depart fromit.> - .- .

At noon next day, when St. Patrick madé-his ap-
pearancein the great council-hall of the (even then):
ancient palace of Tara, accompanied by Benignus,
Auxilius and Tserninus, he was at first dazzled by.
the novelty and splendor of what he saw, and looked
around in silent amazement. * The monarch,” says
an ancient manuseript preserved in Trinity College,
« gccupied an elevated seat.in the centre of the hall,

with his face towards the west. T acing him sat the |y

king of Leinster, the king of Ulster on his right, the
king of Munster on his left, and the king of Con-
naught behind him. Long-extended seats were dis-

a0d bards, ov philosophers, and in the other rows
were respectively placed the antiquaries and genealo-
gists, the musicians, and after them the chiefs and
. beatachs, or representatives of the towns and vil-
lages.” - Each order had its own distinctive costume,
varying in color as well as in material, the- monarch
himself baving no less ‘than seven different colors,
while others of the orders of the state had but:one.
This great variety of colors, ‘together with ‘the pro-
fusiou of gold and silver ornaments worn -by 'the

“princes and nobles, contributed much ta the _gaiety |

and magpificence of the scene. ~ But St. Patrick and
his Christian companions were not: the . men to quail-

before ‘any display of éarthly: power or.glory, and |
" they quickly recovered their.recollection and-compo-

sure. The monarch bad previously laid his commands
-on'al] present that noné should salute the stranger, or

‘was faithfully observed, save in one remarkable in-

pect, arose on kis entrance,’ and rémained stand-

end, the monarch’s displeasure was obliterated by his

lous religion’ thus clearly and eloquently éxplained.—
‘The wholé court and all the assembled priices shared

But the pride of the pagan monarch and
the stern fanaticism of the Druid were united in his
person, and he felt that 1t was not for bum, the su-
preme ruler of Treland, 10 cast away the time-honor~
¢d gods of the nation, or:-bowto’ the proflered yoke

both"loved and:honored, declared himself a' convert

St. Patrick waited till the royal Sisters had. suffi-
ciently gratified their curiosity, by leisurely surveying:
the grave and venerable company; he then accosted
them : ’ . o
- “God save you, noble ladies! Fam sorry we
have preveited you from iaking your bathj but T
‘hope instead thereof th bathe you in the water of

‘eternal life.” .

elder sister; ¢ but your words are sweet, and the
music that we heard you sing even: now. entered into

“ We know uot what you mean,” said'Ethuea, the |

tendants. History: tells that the Saint’s prediction
was ‘literally -fulfilled in their regard. They soon
after retired from the world and consecrated their
lives to God. He who baptised them had the con-.
solation of receiving their vows, and they became, as
it were, the first of that long line of holy .virgins who
have ever since adorned the Irish Church. ™ '

EPISTLES OF THE «SWADDLERS.”
The Dublin Telegreph publishes some extracts from

our hearts. What manner of beings may you be T—
We pray you tell us, for we have seen none like to
rou.” '

N
1

praises of our Maker when ye first heard u

The sisters laoked timidly at the strangers, ex-
changed a few words in a low whisper, and then
Ethnea turned again to St. Patrick. -

¢« If thou art indeed a mortal like ourselves, we
pray thee tell us who that God is of whom thou speak-
est—where dwells he 1 .

% His principal dwelling is in heaven, fair Jady, far
above that sky which you behold. "But He is also
present in every. place, and there is no spot wherein
He is not.” : .

% What a:strange story '—and you say Heisevery

where present—why: do we not see Him if He be
here now ¥ ! B :
" “Because He is.a' Spirit, and has no body. Even
as the air filleth all places, so does the majesty and
glory of God.” | N
% Apd-you say it was this God who made you and
us® she -paused. '

% Yea, and all other creatures. Al that has life
He made, and all that has not life.” The heavens
and the earth are His, and He ordains all things.
even as He will. - Praised for ever.be His Name.”

% We are poor sinful creatures,” replied the Samt | devout ¢ Swaddlers” :—
mildly 5 * the work of God’s right hand even as)|

yourselves, sweet sisters, and we were singing the |

| by my weak means folow thier brother to ehrist. and

the correspondence of the ¢ Irish Chureh Missionary
Suciety? highly creditable to the orthodoxy and or-
thography of these amiable' ¢ Soupers” -and most

MR, KING—DONEGAL MISSIONS.
Drung, decem. 18, 1854,

Since the first of Agust, 1854, 1 am geting on with
my work in this dark part and have got many ahear-
ing, they papetiles particular those who are manly
enough 1o read, and prove the test by the standard of
Gods word they are beginning 1o doubt of thier priest
that his teaching is not found on - the rule laid down
by Jesus and his dpostles they above is those that bas
brains 10 under-stand, the most ignorant of all .harder
1o impress on concarning:thire pastor wha is as.I have
told many of -them js falsoilying and. deceiving. and
ering from the truth of the bible. I thask . my God

| for ail his.blessings the Irish are more faviourableto | -

me than former, those who would have 'perSecuted

me are coming to me and Speakes friendly concarning .
‘thirre 'brother Megonagle who through -the .grace of
God by coming into my house and-took up-the bible
for his guide I am not with out :hope with. the bless-
ing of God ere lang bat Some of . the Mcgonagles will’

leave popary, I am hapy to Say, many of they ro-
manisis are coming in Spite of their priest  and Sits
and hears the Seriptures’read, Omay the Lord bless |
me to the Saving of Souls " Amane I have pointed out,
to they ' papeties concerning; half communion, or no
cup .to '1hel laiety, this ;papal- doctrine or practice |
reQuires .but: few -words~it is a papal. innovation,

The exalted enthusiasm of the Saint’s manser, the
light- which sparkled in bis eye, and the flush - that
glowed on his furrowed cheek, as he fixed his gaze
on the heavens—none of these escaped the scrutiniz-
ing: glance of the sisters; and they said again to
each -other: % Surely this man is greater than the,
Druids, and his God must be greater than Sambin,.
or even Bel himself.” ~Addressing the Saint, Feth-
limia. the ‘younger sister'said : © We will that you
tell us'yet more about your God—by what name is
He known—what is His title?” -

#He is called Jehovah, and His title is King of
kings and Lord of lords.”

-« Nay,” cried the princess hastily, * our father is
king of kings; in’all the land there is no prince or.
king that can withstand his power—from the eastern
‘even’ unto the western sea, Laogaire is monarch of
all. It is well for you that he is not within hearing
of what you say.®» = . o

St. Patrick smiled, and:so did his-companions, but
the Saint hastened to reply. ¢ You mistake my
meaning, fair daughter of Laogaire. ‘I know the

to the Christian religion, the king silenced the Druids
who svould have anathematized the bard, command-
ing-them not to interfere with the consciences of his
subjects, ‘ - '

« For curselves,” said be, ** we shall remain as we
have ever been the faithful votary and ardent sup-
porter' of our npational deities; but as we do see in

preaching to our subjects, and bringing over as many
as he can to his own doctrines. If his God be pow-
erful; as he says, and I-think be is, it would be nei-
ther wise nor politic to anger bim by sending his am-

messenger, and we will not that he be insulted in our
7 .

St. Patrick was then politely dismissed, and the
business of the council resumed.

ST. PATRICK AND THE DAUGHTERS OF LAOGAIRE.

St. Patrick, i the course of his evangelica) wan-
derings, met with many a strange adventure. Being
on his way from the neighborhood of ‘Tara to the

which he heard the mournful voice of the Irish is--
suing from a wood by the Western Sea, he had

plain within the territory of Connaught, and was in-

duced. to take up his quarters for the night by the‘

fewr bours’’rest, ds was his wont, on:the bare ground,
the ‘Saint summoned: his companions at.the dawn of
day to.unite.with him {n prayer. The. gray mists of
morning still shrouded the lovely features of the land-
scape, and: the eastern sky. began lo assume that
roseate hue which beralds the approach of the day-
star. -Patrick . and his companions were seated near

-eyes, bent on the books before them, they were for
some time uvaware. of the presence of tivo ladies
.who stood regarding them with wonder. " At length
St...Patrick raised his eyes, and, seeing the ladies,
~arose from his:grassy.seat, greeling them with a
courteous bow. Iis companions instantly followed
. his; example, . Benignus whispering : % They are the !

..daughters of Laogaire—Ethnea the swan-like, and’

the dark-eyed Fethlimia. . God grant.they. may hear.
the word, formen speak of them as:mild and good.”

*“There scems little doubt that theTing, Liacguice,
with that spirit of tolerance which then pervadod sll ranks i

- and‘so singrlarly 'sméothed the way to the.feception of the.
1 Gospelin Ireland, gave follleave to theSaint 0. promul-

gote his new.creed. to:the people, on . condition of his not

infringing the laws or'peace of ihe kingdom."—Moore's

Hustoryof Ircland, VoI, 1., p. 217,

_princesses, though: good and gentle, were still evi-

tending unfairly to pull down the laity below the level’
-of the-clergy, to SQueeze the former toithe ground,;
‘and to exanlt the later over them. R
am hapey 10 say the romanisis’is begining 1o see and,
look after ‘the ‘above’ mentioned the kind tracts the
reverend Mr, William' fitzpatrick and-Mr. William J,
Bal] Sent.me after Spreading them zound they neigh-’
‘boring villeges of . drung and ‘ballargus’.crehenzn and §
ruskey carick mac Quigley and ‘many other places |.
they have dene much good for the have Sbowed the
people who the are serving e .« . the-
priest is aware of all’ that is adooing, he warns the
people against reading the Secriptures, but never the.
less all he cando I thank God that the people will
doon Seg with thire own eyes.and hear with theirown
ears, and be no longer priest riden ! trus as fare as [
can say with the blessing, of God, ere long that ini-
showne will become a garden of the Lord, planted.
with trees of rightiéousness drung Sunday School has-
.done much good for many of 1he children parrduis dre.
wore zgalous after knowleege and I am:* hapy to "Say.
‘many Snares has been Jaid to strive 10’ preventithe.
young minds from atending on 1he' Lords day, but all
in-vainy you'would rejoice to lovk in at drug School it
is a glorious institution in such a wile district where

. .

king, your father, is, as. you say, chief ruler of all
Ireland, and I bave no mind to doubt the. greatness
of his power and glory ; but my Master is still Ais
master, and the master of all the children of men,
from the monarch even to the serf that does his bid-
ding.” - ’
, ‘?Tell. us, then, all you know about this King who
is greater than Laogaire—this Spirit-King—did you
not say he was a Spirit 7” '

“VYea, lady, it is even so. Will you bumble
yourselves so far as to sit down on this grassy hillock
—1 wish 1 had a better seat to offer you ; but it mat-
ters not 3 he added, ¢ you will soon learn to despise
luxury and love mortification. Grace be yours, most
precious flowers of the royal garden ! '

He was about to enter upon his explanation of the
Christian doctrine, making the sign of the Cross over
the bowed heads of tlie youthful listeners, when forth
from a neighboring grove came three ladies, the at-
tendants of the royal sisters. One of the ladies was
of mature age, corresponding probably to the duenna
of Spanish life in more modern times. . The other
tvo were young and of girlish appearance. The
matron was scandalised on finding her youthful charge
in conversation with some unknown men, and would
have taken them away with a sharp rebuke ; but the

deatly mindful that Laogaire, their father,had domi-
nion from sea to sea, and they had clearly made up-
iheir minds on the present occasion to hear all about
the strange God, of whose nature and divine perfec=.
tions they had got a partial glimpse. "So they told
Dubthala, their governess, that if she chose- to re-
main she might, but if not she must return to. the
palace without them. In vain did the wily, duenna
remind one in a whisper that.Cuthulla, son of the
king of Ulster, was to- meet them at the .marning
meal ; while to the other she said: «Then knoiwest,
Fetblimia, who it is that goes with your.brothers and
you to the chase this morning.” The maidens blush-
ed, but remained firm; and politely told - Dubthala
either to.go her'way or hold ber peace. .
“ Yea,” said the Saint, turning to his companions,
“-these ladies are chosen vessels—the Lord has mark-

ed them for his.own. Let me hasten to place a light - ,
' ‘who spoke Irish,"and had very ¢bad English?=gih
| February a long conversition ‘with ‘Widow Ward and
1two more—they gave hHim ‘theirblessing, Whereon |

before their. steps, that they. walk no more in dark-.
.ness or in the shadow of death,” = =~ .
.. He: then proceeded with his instructions, skilfully
making .use of such .illustrations as were likely. to |
make an impression on the ductile minds of his hear-
ers, unfolding’ to their raptured gaze the whole vast
system of the Christian religion, yet clothing bis, dog-.
-mas in words so simple-and.in terms so : precise ‘that

selves fully satisfied that there was but one true and’
tiving God, ’whose minister stood. before .them. = So.

Patrick; ot - their own request, baptised them in the
waters of the founfain, and with them their three at-

-public, prayer to God, Have gift and grace to thee

Mr. Dallis I am very happy to have him as heis a

of God we must:Suffer persecution-

.when he had ended, the royal sisters, declared them-

readily, indeed, did they receive instruction, that 8t.'|

was ne opertunity of knowledge, happy hapy are'they
who promote the ‘salvation of souls, carefully, con-
stantly, collectively in every.time in -every place, by
every means, from the ‘press to the-platform in the
pulpii’in the paurlor and on their knees in private and

been given employ them to bring Souls to heaven;—
Angelic Godly Joy in Leaven, will prove our head be--
ing full of light, our heart being full of love.

[The signature of the writer is torn oft the foot of the fore-
going report ; but in_ the polemical part (about the middle)
his name appears to be ““King.”] -

On the 27 Dissember 54 1 had a long conversation
with a sick m an on many a subject with regard to his
salvation a man that did not care much for his religion
herelo fore he seemed to be very sorry how he lived
1 asked him on what terms did He stand with his
maker O Dear I dont know for I'was a Greal sinner

position of a rebel an Enemy “against God, a agra
thats true God help me does the Assertion seem offen-
sively sweeping It dees indeed well said i are you
ready to appeal against it by referring to your blame-
less life to your observances to your deeds of charity
—there was 7 present was well pleased on same day
I visited 7 families I shewed them the Plan of Salva-
tion by Bringing them to the Law and 1o the Testi-
mony..........Hugh Corrigan was a long with' me, a
very zealous young man in Circulating” that blessed |,
word which is Able to make one wise, a reader from
pious religious young .man. We then shewd them
thieir right to read the word of God...........We visitéd
3 families this wesk subjecis similar t¢ the above We'
met three Lthat opposed-us would not Listen to'us be-
caus we were Soupers they were Calling after us Sou-
pers and ranters these people are like the Jews of-old
did not know Whatthey weré doing, and I am sorry
there are numbers like them that has no krowledge
patiently-as Christ.

1

himself did-and his appostles. o
“ Appostle” Patt Smyth gives few names of persons
or places, but is a most profuse” quoter of the Word.

1

aid of Scripture ‘Readers;

the common decencies of' life. |
toinsult, with rude tipsy sal
street—aye, and in private
spectable.”  For all redress or apology Stlie custom of the
country” stands valid. . For-to-day,
spainng from their natural warfare

capable. “ Increased tenfold

with the advantage of sobriety, they would sti i

to their duties oft%-uight. Tch ptrests son o tnequal
ble over bodies that wallow helpless in the mirv snow.
The coma of the epidemic inebriety has struck them down

and no man lifts them u ’
sight, beeds them as little as o hard
of yesterday's skirmish. -And if, ag
sleeper awakes not on earth, no coroner’s jury here delays

said i there exists no doubt that you have stood In the éhe claims of the dead louse or

Readers, published in this day
it be borne in mind that these
and harass a poor people—to

adherence to a réligion which preserves them from
the crimes of England and the degradation of Scot-

removed—persécution will thrive,’
will empioy corrupt 1gaorance, .

a Scripture Reader !

that is al} connected with the good Work Wi h is
able for to build them up and give them Inheritance
among all them that are sanetified, may they aj
Live a long and_prosperous life on this earth, "ang
may be Heirs of everlasting Glory In that kingdom
~which is.to Come, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Amen
0 Ui Yours truly in Christ, - - )
T Lkt 14NN

““reader Carrickmacross,”

Upon these interesting documents the elegraph
comments as under :—

The authenticity of these documents js indubitable -
and the originals can be produced. They were purf
chased a short time since atan old book stall, alopg
with a report of the Irish Church Missions for the
year 1855.

1t appears that it is upun such mis
reports of the Irish Church Mission are fouuded~—
that the nonsense, the absurdity, the ‘ignorance, any
the falsehoods, to be found in such specimens as we
this day publish, form the basis of ¢ the stories tolg
in public meetings at the Rotunda, at Exeter Halj
and throughout ‘England. . I

Let u.]e public judge of the anti-Catholie Mission-
ary Societies by the men they employ. Let it be re-
membered that the ¢ Seripture Readers,” whg do not
know how to write English—whose own pens convict
them of brwal jgnorance—are described 10 bigot
dupes as persons so wel! instructed as 1o be capabie
of ‘conducting controversies on religious topics.

'Thie English ‘believe this, and zive their money
and so aid in keeping up strife amfheart-burning' in
this country..:. The.Engtlish.serd money to.Ireland 1p
convert the Irish, overfooking the utter degradation 1o
which.their religion and their talk about Bible reading
have reduced themselves; and.of which we have the
latest ' testimony ,inthie following' extract from the
Tipnes of last Monday:—- - - =

¢ The calendars at the various assize towns evince such
a lamentable condition of 'public morality that & firm apd
cledr-headed man,tresolveg at all cosis to do bis duty ag
criminal judge, would, at the present moment, be an in-
valuable public servant. Murder is rife in'the land in its
most violent and its most insidious forms,; and the sstound-
ing disclosures of fradulent dealing among our mercantile
classes—the. thousand ingenious :Bbapes. which:crime has

erable trash (he

agsumed in the hands of the regular:criminal practitioners
—are €
pression. - °

all tokens whicli ‘poiat to_the necessity of stern re-

‘The Scote e Irish require the
aid of ] are_quife forgetful of the
condition: to-which their religion and their talk about
Bible reading have.‘reduced them, and- of which we
have -the latest :testimony: in- the following extract
from ihe last .number of ‘the, Weekly Register,. in an

hy 160, who think the

article entijed ¢ Edinburg on New Year’s Day"’ :—

.4 Now.universal Scotland getteth drunk!. . To day the

one festival permitted by the canors of Calvinism is cele-
brated... In this, land of Bibles, Christ's Nativity is for-
%c::ten ; Hig Pagsion, His- Crucifixion,

His Resurrection,

is Ascension; are ignored: Yetman's nature needs some

festival 3 -and -thg New. Year’s Doy i3 solemnised by nation-
.al intoxieation, . In tipsy communion all sorts-end condi-
tions of men unite as insome g ;
religion. - First Vespers of this Devils Sabbath commenee
on New Year's Eve; ‘and for the twenty-four hours foliow.-
ing the screech.and roar of drunkenness 511 the city. . The
,usual drunkard i3 countenanced for to-night by-the habit-

great saving act of their

ually sober. . The streets are everywhere in a ferment.
* Men rush about-carrying flagks and kettlés of the liquid
fire, #nd compel all‘they. meet: to drink:and be. drunkep.

In every.domestic circle bumpers of ardent spirits are pre.
sented to the .casual ‘visitlax'-,pe m : P
psin of mortal offence. For
the steady march of avarice ; and holds ‘in'abeyance.oven

and ,must be Swallowed on
to-day, intemperance’ halty
. For to-day, there is license
ute, women, on the publi
dwellings ‘of the most ' re-

the police retire de-
) with ‘drunk.and dis-
and from theirlegal tutelage aver “ drunk and in-
numerically, and reinforced

orderly,”

Ateachstreet's corner you stum-

p. The posserby, insured to the
campaigner the slain
it might Liappen, the

the dissecting table,

uch are a few touches—and an eye-witness will ~vouch

their truth—towards a mitigated picture of the metropolis
?gspure Protestantism, on its New .Year's Saturnalia of

6

Peruse, we ‘say, the extracts irom the Seripture
’s paper ; and then let
men are paid. 1o disturd
worry them about their

and 5 and then ‘et this question be’asked—Was' there

ever a country s0 treated as Ireland has been, and is,
by insolent, impudent, and shameless heretics? -

There-is. but one mode. of :accounting for all this.

Areland is the only couniry in -which there, is to be
fenad an Established Church, which professes a re-

igion abjured by the great ‘body .of the' people upen

whom it is' imposed.

Until that anomaly is done away with=until that
niquity is abélished—until that badge of conquest i
and insolent wealth
and send, it through

he country.as'a missionary. of mischief, and call it—

On 12 January, 1855, he says ¢ the other reader and I
visited one.rateity we had a long- Conversation ‘with
him on different subjects particularly on Salvation®— |
He next held forth in-the townland of Mullaghtee. |-
On the 21st he had a-Conversation with-an old woman
on-the Ardee Road to whom he ‘read ¢ there is not a
just man uppon Earth thatdoethi good and sineth not.”
On the 27th he reasoried with another'6ld woman

Patt Smyth said- # Well I'hope :my. words will take
impression on yous.”’ s f
~On the 14th Feb. a sick man, in the presence of
some neighbors, said ¢ Palt here (the Reader) got
200d learniog, the learning of a priest, 'is now a pro- |’
testant—if he new it was bad he would not be one.” {1
On March'3nd he visited “ many families in the
“Tounland of Curravalley -and thereabouts” and an-:
nousced the tidings' of Salvation-<and ends of, his
‘Journal 6f 57 pages-12mo in this fashion :== .
. This Journal is to be ferwarded to Aliss Ros aiter
10 Miss Mason. 1 commend beth and all Ladies‘and;
their children'to God and to the words of his Grace

contributed the sum of £50.
Seminary of Cloyne. L ,
. The. €hristian Brothers, Cork, respectfully acknow-
‘ledge having; received from a friend £50, 10.aid them

lane.

landlords of th
Roscommon . Messenger.

s ot

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.
T y- )

The Lord Bishop and- Catholic clergyman . of the

diocess of ' Cloyne -have: enlered . inlo -subscriptions,
amounting in the aggregate to.nearly £1,000, to found
a diocesan seminary.
and the Rev. John Cabill, P. P
each £100.— Munster News:

The 'Right Rev. Dr. Murphy
-, Inniscarra, subscribe

.:The. Right. Rev...Dr.. Keane, Bishdp of'Ross, has
towards. the Diocesan

n the completion of their: establishment in Peacock-

The Very Rev. Michael M¢Dermott and 'h'i;:.plarish-

ioness'in the neighberhood of Strokestown are resolv-
edto:complete the new. Caiholic chapel.in that.town.

hey hope 10 vecéive large .contributions' from the
2| e’ distriet, Protestant ‘and* Ctholic.—
T RN PX I
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