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Tt being found a difficult matter te obtain recruits' |

iesty’s service, instructions have just been
:::ngd“n:lt?oﬂs’ihg the ?:,ﬂlmnont of recruits eligible
in other respecta, but whose height may only be five
feot four and a half inches, provided they are under
twenty-one years of age. This reduction of the
standard may for a ehort time have the effect of in-
creasing the number of recruits, as many of these
resent themselves o shade or so below the full
standard of five fect five. Howerer, it is & stroug
roof that the recruiting sergeant cannot hold out
sufliclent inducements to men of bone and sinew to
entor the servicens in years gone by, when regi-
mental commaunding officers were wont to instruct
their own recruiting parties not to take a man .under
five feet eight inches—an order they dare not disobey
ot instant recall to regimontal headauacters would
be the result.

#Hard Ale " is the name of & drink which is now
a good deal jmbibed in 'Edinburgh; and sad stuff,
according to the description of it, mustthis bevernge
be. The Public Health Committee having sub_]ectt_-d
it to analysis, report that it is © c_ompos_ec} of certain
vegetable extracted matter of similar origln to -thﬂs
found in ordinary becr in a state of decomposition.
Hard ale is simply decomposed beer mixed with
water. It has a bad smell ; it bas a bad taste; aud
yet there are five shops for the sale of this delightful
tipple in Old Town, Edinburhh. We supposy that
its intoxicating qualities ‘must be of the highest
order. .

The absurd outcry which Las been raised anent
the position assigned to bis grace tho Archbishop at
the Oxford Unfon banqguet has been boldly met and
refuted by the Churchk Heratd. “On cvery theory,”
it says, “a Christian Archbishop has precedence over
a Christinn Bishop,” and it proves it by an instance
which occurred early in the present century. Our
conteraporary thus replies to the l_oudIy-r(‘[x-nted cry
that the Archbishop obtains his title from the Pope.
« But the Pope, being 8 Sovercign, has as good a
right to grant titles as the Quecn, supposing them to
be granted to his own subjects. Dr. Maguing, how-
ever, is a subject of Queen Victeria. 5o, too, are
the Baron Rothschild, the Countess Tasker, and
many others, who hold titles everywhere Tecognized
—at S. Jamews included, But the fact that Dr.
Manning is an Archbishop gives him cour:‘.u.-__r rank
before Bishops, and even before dukes. This was
gettled by George IV. in the case of Cardinal Weld
—for which settlement there was found a good pre-
cedent in the previous case of Cardinal Erskine.”

Most renders will recolfect (remarks o London
Ietter-writer) the boy O'Connor, who weat with a
broken and unloaded pistol to frighten thc_ Queen
into signing a pardon for the Fenian prisoners.
And many of them will remember the trial, at which
the defence of insanity was set up unsuccessfully,
and the verdict of guilty, which was followed by a
sentence of one years imprisonment in the. house
of correction, with hard labor, together with 25
lashes with the cat. I hear that the sentence was
pot carried ont, that he never was subjected to hard
Iabor, that he did not receive any flogging, that the
term of hia imprisonment was reduced from twelve
to cight months, and that at the end of that time he
received an outfit from the Government and went
out to Australia. The reasen for this clemency is
said by some to be the kind interest which Her
Majesty took in the boy, and by others to be the fact,
which they assert was discovered when he was sent
to Clerkenwell, that he was insane, _and that the
verdict was agninat the weight of evidence. How-
ever, that may be, I hearthat he is in Australia at

the present time, and Las recently sent three letters

in verse to the Queen, and he regards those verses
a3 incomparnbly Letter than any our laureate ever
wrote, and that he is carning a small weekly ralary,
not, however, by means of poetry, but by performing
tho dutics of o clerk in some merchant's office,

The physical power which England dcrivc_‘s from
the transformation of the latent power of its coal
into aetive force is the following :—Each acre of
conl scam, four fect in thickness, and yiclding one
yard nett pure fucl, is equivalent to about 3,000
tons; and posscsses, therefore, n reserve of mechan-
ical strength in its fuc, cqualto the life labor of
morte than 1,600 men. Each squarc mile of one
such single conl bed containg 3,000,600 of tons of
fuel; equivalent to 1,000,000 of uwncn laboring
througb twenty years of their ripe strepgth. As-
suming, for culculatien, that 10,000,000 ef tons, out
of the present annual products of the British coal
mines, namely 65.000,000, are applied to the pro-
duction of mechanical power, then Epgland an-
pually summons to her aid an army of 3 300,000
fresh men, pledged to exert their fullest strength
for twenty years. Her actual annual expenditure
of power, then, is represented by 66,000,000 of able
bodied laborers. The latent strength resident in
the whole ceal product of the kingdom may, by the
samo process, Le calculated at more than 400,000-
000 of strong men, or more than double the number
of the adult males now upon the globe.

Tag ConressioNat IN THE CuURCH 0F EXoLAND.—
The Dean ef Dristol (Dr. Gilbert Elliott) presided
over a large and enthusiastic meeting keld at the
Victoria Rooms, on Thursday evening, for the pur-
poses of protesting agninst the introduction of anri-
cular confession into the Church of England. After
apologizing for the absence, through indisposition,
of Bishop Anderson, vicar of Clifton, who had becn
announced as the chairman, Dr. Elliott, in a long
address, traced the history of the vicws entertained
as te confesgion in the Church of England. In con-
clusion he begged his hearers to remember that
their contest is not with confession pure and simple,
—~for such confession, one to another, is recognized
equally by the Scriptures and by the Church of Eng-
land,—but with confession coupled with absolu-
tion, auricular, habitual, particular, sacramental con-
fession ; nor for one moment to forget that their
contest should not be confined to this question of
auricular confession, but to too many other opinions
and practices by which a section of persons, calling
themselves members of the Church, were striving,
body and soul, to fusten on it the character and
chains of sacerdotalism, Canon Girdlestone pro-
posed the first resolution, which condemncd the at-
tempt now being made to import into the Church
of England the Romish system of auricular confes-
sion, He held that it was the duty of the Bishops
to use the powers they possessed to suppress Ritual-
istic practices. This was not done, simply because
some of the Bishops were among the chief conspire-
tors to destroy the Reformed Church of England.—
He thought they must all feel grateful to the Bishop
of that diocese for the public avewal which he had
lately made of his determination to put <}own Ritu-
elistic practices, and he believed that if his Lordship
could be persuaded to suppress every breuch_ of the
law, e would find a very large number of his clergy
and a very large majority of the laity in his diocese
rendy to give him substantial and cordial support,
The resolntion was scconded by the Rev. Flavel
Qook, and carried unanimously ; as was also ono de-
claring nuricular confession to bs alien to the davo-
tional system of the Protestant Communion. A
public anti-confessional meeting wase held in the
Town-hall} Hanley, on Thursday evening, under the
presidency of Mr. James Bateman, F.G.8., of London.
The prineipal speakers wera the chairman aud the
Rov. Dr. Massingham. Resolutions ;wers passed
denouncing auricular confession as oppoqed to Holy
Scripture and the authorized formularies of the
Church, and calling upon the Bishop of the c_lmcesa
to use his great influence in ropressing thls. gnd‘
other Ritualistic practices, which are undermining
the faith and tending to the injury and overthrow
of the Reformed Charch. A petition to the Queen
was algo adopted, humbly praying Her Majesty to

_'take puch steps as may provide a speedy and effec-
. tual check to ali such illegal practices. ,

Arcmrxor Craxuze’s Carr yon aw Evixaxucar
Avriaxos.—The recent arraignment of the Dean of
Canterbury by the Bishop of Zanzibar, for assisting
the Bev. Dr. Adams, 8 Presbyterian clergyman, in
the adminiatration of the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, has pravoked & controversy i{n the necws.
papors, In which several writers bave taken part
respecting the position of the Aoglican reformers
in regard to Presbyterian or non-Episcopal ordin-
ation. All persons familiar with Emglish history
know that the great divines of the English Charch,
down to the close of Elizabeth’s reigs, did not hold
to apostollc succession in such a scnse that they
congidered ordination by bishops eesential to the
exercise of the functions of the ministry. They
considered their Lutheran and Presbyterian brethren
on the Continent to be fully qualified for every
clerical duty as if they had been introduced into
the minlstry by Episcopal consecration. Itisstrange
that a fact as notorious and so frequently stated by
candid and thorough historians, who are themsclves
members of the English Church, sheuld be called
in question by anybody, except by the mostignorant.
It is not my purpose &t this moment to Lring forward
evidvnce on this subject, but rather to recall auother
fact, not without a bearing on the controversy jnst
mentioned, namely ; the atterpt of Cranmer to col-
lect an asgembly which, bad he succeeded in his
purpose, would have had some striking features in
common with the late sessions of the Evangelical
Alliance. For several vears the great English re.
former was anxious to sucure the mecting of a gener-
al synoed of Protestants, in which the Germans and
Swiss were lo unite with the Anglican rspresenta-
tives in constructing a common platform of faitl:, as
a countsrblast to Trent and as a mcans of transmit-
ting true doctrine to posterity. Crammer and his
correspondents make mention of one and only one
point of disagreement among Protestants, which the
projected synod wasto labor to adjust. This wns
the great controversy respecting the Euncharist, on
whieh Cranmer first sided with the Lutherans, and
then with the Swiss. Wy no mention of this mat-
ter of bishops and Episcopal ordination? Because
there was no quarrel about it. It never entered
inte Cranmer's head to doubt the validity of the
ordination of the Lutheran and the Swizs ministers
with whom ho stood in rclations of most intimate
fellowship, Circumstances prevented the accon-
plisbhment of his design.  In 1553 Edward VI died;
andin October of that ycar Mary was proclaim~d
queen. Protestantism in England was for the tiae
prostrate. Hundreds of English divines fled across
the chanael, and were received Ly their Culvinistic
brethren with open anns.  Withia three years, Cran-
mer himself perished as a martyr at Oxford. Ile
had serious faults ; but narrowness and Dbigotry did
not belong to his natural temper, He was in favor
of Christian union. ITie was very desirous not to
sepamte the Anglican Church from the churches led
by Luther, Melancthon, Calvin, Zwingle and Bul-
linger, but te cement a close alliance among them
all. He did not thiok of asking themm to give up
their opinions, much less their peculinrities of
Church government. In this matter of Church
polity, he had no dispute with them whatever, and
so far from doubting their right to administer the
sacraments—their title to be considered clergyvmen
—he was quite as carnest to be recognized, counsel-
led, aided by them, as they were to be held in frater-
nal regard by him. Nobody who bas anything like
an adequate acquaintance with the history and
writings of Cranmer can doubt in tho lcast that he
would have entered, heart and soul, into 8 move-
ment like that undertaken by the Evangelical Al-
liance ; and the Bishop of Zanzibar, were Crannier
living now, wonld have to address his protests to
the first of the Protestant primates of England.—
Drof. George 1'. Fisher.
TXNITED STATES,

Carnorie Totat. AusTissnceE UsioN OF AMERICA.
—A CoxmisstoNer 1o IneraNg—Usion BETwEEN Ige.
LAND AND AskaicaA To ProtecT EmigraNts—AcTioN ar
tug Imsit Bisnors—At the late National Counven-
tion of the Catholic Total Abstincnce Union of
America, held in this city. it was reselved that the
revercnil president and officers extznd all possible
courtesivs to Irish Secietics organized for total
abstinence under the guidance of the Church, espe-
cially in the mutter of protecting emigrant members,
Important steps have already been taken looking to
this, On Saturday Mr. J. J. O’'Mahony sailed in the
City of DParis, from this city, for Ireland, with letters
from Very Rev, Pattick Byrne, President of the Cath-
olic Totnl Abstinence Union of Amerien, to eminent
leaders of the movement 1 Ircland, sctting forth
the fricndly action of the American Couvention, and
offering nll possible aid to properly accredited ¢cmi-
grants having cards of membership from Irish paro-
chial total abstinence socicties, endorsed by parish
priests. Mr, O'Mahony last spring was cntrusted
with similar commissions Uy the New Jerscy Unjon,
and in April he had interviews with Cardinal Cullen,
Most Reverend Dr. Keane, Bishop of Cloyne, and
other prelatos. From being the affair of one State,
this 1novement in bebalf of tempcrance emigrarts
hng boeen made a national matter by tho efforts of
the New Jersey Union. The president of that union
is now secretary ef the General Union. 'Fhe bishops
of Ireland, have pronounced at their late meeting in
favour of temperance aseociation secistics, based on
Catholic principles, ag the American bodies. This
was donc at the bishops’ meoting last month. The
news reached here soon after the adjournment of the
convention, and the departure of the total abstinence
messenger was hastened. The chisf point is not the
starting of societies in Ireland, as upon the bishops
and priests there that depends, but to make known
the will and power of our total sbstinence associa-
tions to see to the welfare of the emigrants when
they land, which will Lave an important bearing
on the minds of these good men. Mr. O'Mahony is
intrusted with this on behalf of the Union of
America.
Jersey City there are fully 100 Catholio total absti-
nence societies., The harbor is surrounded with
temperance colonies. They proposo to bring emi-
grants straight to their balls, Mr. J. W. O'Brien,
the National Secretary, last week made & visit to
Castle Garden and the boardlng houses into which
emigrants are led. Every boarding house has a har
attached to it. At the first step the emigraut meets
« the drinking habits of society.” It is now sought
to save Lim from these surroundings and bring him
under temperance influences as soon as he tlands,
Curds of mutusl recognition between Irish and
American societies it is thought will compass this
object. The detajls of the system will be arranged
after the report of Mr. O’Mahony from Ireland is
received. The matter is decmed of much interest
to tho cause on both sides of the Atlantic. The
Irish hierarchy and clergy are very favorable to the
movement. It is alrendy causing a stir in this city.
—New York Ilcrald, Nov, 24th,

Examine consult and behold how Infidelity with
immorality in its train advances over the land.—
Our hamlets, country towns, and large citics are
honey-combed with incredulity. Ournstional vanity,
through an unprincipled press, may boast of the
greater cultivation of our American peasantry, com-
pared to the foreigners, Irish, German, and othars
who dailyland on our shores. Perhaps we are bet-
ter than the Protestant or Infidel foreignera. But
compare, As for the poor Catholic peasant of Eu-
rope, no matter how degmaded, ditty or illiterate he
may be in the social scale, the window of faith in
the top of his head is always open to let the light
of heaven into it, He believes In the supernatural.
He has some imagination, a.little poetry; and con-
siderable esthetic sengse. The Catholic Church pre-
gerved them in him. But the American peasant ig
becoming a brute. He is.losing taste, refinement
and conscience. He may knmow how toread and
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In New York city and Brooklyn and |

write, But what does he read and what does he
write? The human sewers of tho press supply his
brain with unwholesome nutriment. Will some
one who knows our American peasantry, for we
have a peasantry, deny the degradation of the
dpecies? He cannot and tell the truth, Travel in
quest of information, Go to the country inns of the
country; mix with the farmer and laborers, native
and Protestant, in any part of the country and you
will find them only Protestant in name and bigotry,
‘1"“1. Ipugnu in morals and bestinl in halits—Y, -
ablel. -

Rertort Covntsors,—An American naval officer,
baving written to Guneral Burriel that the execn-
tion of the “ Virginius” prisoners was asassination,
the General replied that such & word was not suited
to ofticial comnunications, and that the only recent
assassination Ly w national Government was that of
the Modocs,

Goop rort Trex—The gentlemen who plunder
banks, and by the larreness of their transactions are
able to tee clever lawyers and often fo escape scot-
free, are not so lucky in Delaware.  Four bauk bur-
glurs beiny vonvicted in that State, have Leen con-
demned 1o ten years” jmprisonment.  But hefore the
prison dovrs open to receive them, there isan un-
pleasant little formality to be undeigone. Lesides
paying the cost of the prosecution and a $300 Gue,
they will have to stand in the pillory one kour, and
to receive cach forty laslies.

An Awvrican journal sags that Twewd, now the
occupant of No. 35 Blackwell’s Island, has carefully
kept u diary of his life, and he proposcs, now that lie
occupics a felon's cell. to give the world sume start-
ling disclosures. % He proposes to tell his mauner
of dvivg Lusiuess, whom e bouxht to serve Lis
purposes, and what the average price of Albany
legislators is. Prebably no one man in the country
bas had »o varied an experience in this line ax Mr,
Twead, and no mau can make such startling revela.
tions,  Hundrels of stmight-laced, properactiug
people will Ly this book be shown up in their truo
light, and the world at large will get an idea of the
inner working of a gizantic Ring.” The New York
Tomes, which was chicvtly instrumental in exposing
the Ring, thereon remarks :=* Let Lt the story
—and it will then be seen that there are ont of the
Penitentiary greater thieves and more conteptible
rascals than the miscrablo old man who to-day sits
in his ccll stuntnd and overwhelmed with shame
awd despair, nnd yot upon whose silenve depends the
reputntions of une hatt tne men who lave been in
the Legislature, or on the Beach, or in publiv life
in this State for years past.”

¥ Turse v xo Dety rron waien Trey Siepei"—
Toe Meqiplis dradeniche, speaking of the epidemic
which committed snch fearful havoe in Memphis,
says:—* 1f there is in our midst one cliss more cone-
spicuous than another for untiring Jdevotion to the
sick nnd dying, it is the Memphis privsts. There is
no duty from which they shrink, At the dead hour
of the night. ax at noonday, these ministers of G
are found wherever sickness or death calls for their
scrvices,  Kneeling ot the bedside in prayer, miuis-
tering to the sick as nurses, or scerving as messen-
gers for medical aid, they labor without ceasing.—
They do not wait until their presence is invoked,
DBraving thce pestilential air of the infected district,
they go from dwelling to dwelling, from hovel to
hovel, secking thes who may need their rervices,
Five have fullen wartyrs to their holy duty—fullen
while relieving poor frail bodies from pain, and
pointing ont to the Jdving the etraight, narrow path
that leads to heaven,  But the othiers press ferward
to fill the pliv-es vacatcd by the angel of death—to
close the ranks widined by those who, until a fow

days ago, stood beside theny, shoulder to shoulley,
like brave comiades advancimyg to achavge in battle” |

The Church is progressing with rapid strides jn
this ancient howe of the Puritans, (Boston),  Many |
of the most thoughiful and conservative Protestants !
acknowledge that New England is fast becoming
New Irctand, I fear,ns far as the descendants of
the Puritans are concerned, it can no longer be cal-
Ted “the land of steady habits.”  With all its ancient
strictnees in external morality, Puritan sy~tem tend-
ed to materialism, and is fast working Hself out in
that dircction. 1 shall not deny that the stern old
Purituns had their virtues, nor that their influrnce
is still felt for good in many of the traditinns of the
Fathers, which have survived in  their children, the
faith that gave them Lirth, But even those tradi.
tiona are fast losing their liaold on the minds of the
people. Asa religion, Puritanism Is fast going to
sced,  As Dr, Stone remarked, the other day, in Lis
splendid address Lefore the Boston Catholic Union,
« Protestantism is played out” Whether Lis jwm-
passioned exclamation.  © Oh, my Drethren, it can-
not be that the people of New England are to lapse
into infidelity, and cynicism, and immorality,” will
prove n well founded prediction, remains to be seen.,
The present tendency is, certainly, strongly in that
direction. It capnot be deried that our Irotestant
friends, of every name, are fast losing tho scnso of
the supernatural and turning their almost exclusive
attention: to the interests of this world. Earthly
happiness, sensual pleasure, voluptuous cnjoyment
thesc are the objects of the true New Englander,
and hence, I am sorry to say, the ideal New England
home, so beautiful and attractive in theory, is fast
disappearing from real life, The native populalion
is running out. The New England mothers, with
some few bhappy exceptions,are too much devoted
to pleasure to find time or inclination for the holy
joys and legitimate detics of maternity ; and new
the rapid increase of the Irish element, and, con-
sequently, the wonderful growth of the Catholic
Church, as compared with Protestantism, has become
a faverite theme, even with popular Protestant
writers, The Catholic populatien of Boston is noted
at about one hundred thousand, nnd their influence
is beginning to be felt in the body politic.—Cor.
Catholic Review.

Bisnor Grorce Davip Cuuminsg. — In a very ex-
haustive and able article, which appeared some time
since in the Catholic World, the writer said that it
was stated that the number of religions, or sects ra-
ther, in the United States amounted to three hundred
and sixty-five; if this cstimate was correct we can
now boast of threo hundred and sixty-six and a half,
Ritualism we style a half religion, and the religion
now started by “ Bighop” George David Cummins,
late of Kentucky, makes up the balance of the sum.
The letter of the Bishop calling together his future
fold to a “ primary” meeting at Association Hall,
New York, on Tuesday Iast, is now before us. From
it wo learn that the * Bible the sole rule of faith” is
not aplank in the Bishops platform, as tho new
Church is to be eatablished on the basis of the prayer
book of 1785. What manner of prayer-book this
mway be we don't know, we presume itis at leasta
quarto edition, as the Bishop says it will form a
basis broad enough to “embrase (sit) all who hold
the faith once delivered to the saints, &e.” We have
heard of & supporting basis, but an “embracing”
basis is something original, an application of the
English language peculiar to the Bishop, and not
creditable to Kentucky schooling. As that State is
famous for its blue grass it may be that that glory
is sufficient for hor, The other Bishops of tho
Episcopal Church which Bishop Cummins has just
forsaken have held 8 meeting, tho proceedings of
which reveal a terrible state of things. It svems
the % canons” of their ¢hurch require a six monthe’
notiee to & Bishep before ho can be deposed, 5o that
-although he has forsaken their chureh he yet re-
maing a fona fids Bishop ef it. Worso still, during
these six months he can go on making as many
Bisghops: as he chooses, on the # embracing” basis of
the old prayer bosk, or any ether basis, and these
would be ag good Bishops as any., No doubt af the
.end of slx months’ notice sack of these bishops

might be separately depessd, but if Bishop Gamming

should be very active in manufacturing new Bishops,
sy ten hours a day or 80, consider what amount of
labor would be imposed on tho Synod. A more
terrible thought strikes ns—rwhat it the new Lishops
should assemble in Synod and depose the old? It
18 a terrible muddle, As Lord Dundreary saya: It
is one of those things no fcllow can understand.’—
One drop of consolation we «will offer to the old and
new Episcopalians—it is this—that after matually
doposing each othier for a year and a day, they will
repain just 88 much entitled to the office aud rank
of Bishop 8s they were at the begiuning. We con.
clude in the words of the “Bishop,* “May the
xégx_u guide them Ly Mis Holy Spirit"—Catholic
ecen.

“ Wnere ARR wr Drirrivag 7—Under this title we
lind an articlu in the New York Times, remarkalle
for appearing in that paper «o bitter in {ts animosity
te Catholicity, and remarknble, too, ns coming from
o Protestant, who says he has four children attend-
ing the public schools. The article deserves s cre-
ful and attentive reading, and without farther com-
ment we submit it :—* Where are we drifting?  We
are told, on good authority, that a vast majority of
the American people attend no religions service, be-
lonz to no Church, and make no profession of any
religion, 11w is this? Are the American people
irreligions v skeptieal 7 By no means,  Pethaps
none are mese dispesed to be in carnest in religion,
or ore stusceptible of religious impression,  What,
then, has brought about this state of indifi-rence in
religious matters? - Holy Writ declares that i€ you
= train up a child in the way he should go. when he
iz old he will not depart from it." Our fanlt has
bern here, We have not trined up our chilidien in
the knowledge of religious truth. How bLave our
children becn tmined?  For the greater part, in
schools which (under their present contrated sys-
tem) are compelled to dizcriminate against all reli-
gious instruction.  The sole ain iy to give secular
eduention,  Is it then, to bo wondered at that eur
children, growing up under a svstem of instruction
exclusively secular, beconte at best mere business
men, absorbad in gnining worldly wealth and high
position, alive to all the cancerns of this lite aud
dead to their future welfare ? = Ax you sow, sa shall
you reup.”  But are not our children insructed in
relizion at their homes?  The graater part of our
children are not. The reason is plain, They be-
long to the hard.working and poorer classes of #-
ciety., Who can teach these (ildren at their hones ?
Not their fathers, after they return home weary {rom
their toil at the elose of the day, They need anld
seek repose, Not their mothers, who are busy the
whole day with honsehold dutics and trying to
make the two ends mect. Moreover, many parents,
wko may have the time and inclination to give 1e-
ligions instruction to their ehildren, are not them-
zelves instructed, A wise man opens his ryves sl
looks at things as they are.  But there are the Sun-
day-schiools? The Sunday-schools, so far as they
go, are doing a pood work,  The ditheulty is that a
majotity of the children of our general population,
who are in the greatest need of religions instruction
do not o to these vehools, Suppese they all went
to Nunday-sclioal, what then?  Why, at best, these
could not supply the instruction needed.  Look at
it a moment! In the public pehools, excluding, rs
they do pow, all religions tenching, you give the
chilld trom twenty to thirty honrs' instruction a
week in secular knowledge, and once a week on n
Sunday you give, at most, one or twe hours' instruce
tion in religion, Is it & wonder that religions be-
lief of all kinds, placed at snch & disadvantage, is
rapidly going to tho wull? Is this justice to
our chiildren ? 1t does not tnke much thought to
see that the amoeunt of relizious instruection which
children receive at Sunday-chool, compar d with the
secular instrietion they receive inour present pub-
lie schools, is but a drop in the bucket, 4 The
ehildren ol this world are wiser in their generation
than the children of light.”  Is there no remedy
for this?  Pirst of all, we mnst look the ovil square-
Iy in the face, The present restriction (whicliis no
way necerssary to onr commaon sehool system) ix well
calenlated by dixeriminating against religion to
mitke secularists, skeptics and intulels,  To expeet
our children to grow up to be men of fuith under
such n training is as absund a3 to pretend to gather
ligs from thistles or grapes from thorns,  What is
tho remedy T Believers in the necessity of religions
sanctions and restraints must not, wnder any plea
whatever, let mistaken notions of cducation rob
their children and future generntions of what is
dearer and moro precious to themn than the gaining
of the whole world—the knowladge of revealed or
supernatural truth, and the convictions, so prized
by therselves, are trausmitted to the minds and
hearts of their children,  If religious parents expect
to have religious familicg, they must sec that their
children are trained up in the way they wish them
to go. How can this be done? Simply by mmin-
taining the tiglt of parents to have the children
taught according to the dictates of the religious con-
victions of these parents, Bwt doey not every
body enjoy this right now? Theoretically he
does; practically he does not. When men of
distinctive faith are taxed to support & Bys-
tem of cducation which, ar new organized, excludes
all knowledge of % distinctive faith,” they are made
to play inio the hands of the enemies of all religion,
whether they recognize it or not. Our system of
cducation, under the pretence of being nnsectarinn,
is now perverted to building up the most exclusive
and grasping of all sects—tho sect of unbelievers.
But how can religious knowledge be imparted withe
our implicating the 8tate in teaching it? Simply
enough. Led every schoal (having a sufficient num-
ber of pupils, and teaching them satisfactorily the
gecular knowledge which the State has a right to
exact) receive pro rata and irrespectively of the
religion taught in it, its share of the common fund,
according to the average attendance, computed by
any impartial rule, Sutely if the State procures for
children the secular instruction it prescribes, it will
rejoice that in addition therc iz imparted the reli-
gious taition (great or small) which the children’s
parcnts may prefer. Would such a system act un-
favourably te the general education of our children?
On the contrary it would promeie education in &
much greater degree, and make it universal, In the
first place it would enlist religlous zeal, the most
powerful of motives, in the caute of cducation. In
the second place, as no one would be taxed for an
cducation which violates hia censcicnce, education
could then fairly be made compulsory ; thus hun-
dreds and thonsands of illiterate children who now
run in our streets would be found In eur scheols
under insttuction, All men of sincere religious con-
victions whatever may be their creed, can consist-
ently unite in accepting o system go truly just and
American a8 this, while thoss who arec honestly in
doubt, will be favered (as we presume they wish to
be) in fair proportion to their numbers, The real
friends of education will find in it the most practical
mode of aitaining tho desired result—of ecducating
all the children of the Republic—and will recognize
this system as the only one which secures the liberty
of each man to follow the dictates of his own
conscience in-the proper training of his own chil-
dren.’

New York, Dec, 10.—A letter from Havana rays
that the excitement in that place is subsiding. With
the Ultra-Spanish party thero is a dogged resolution
never to surremder the Virginius. The party is
much the largest and most influential in the coun-
gels of tho Oligarchy which rules the Island. When
the news of the demand of the United Btates was
received, tho rage and excitement was indescribable.
A meeting of members of the Casino was: aalled to

consider the situation. American members were:

advised by personal friends to remain away. The
general sontiment at this meeting was adverse to

any complisnce with the demanrds of the 'A!guylcgl_is

oy

All the Casinos in the Island were communicated
with and advised to Lave confidence in the Havana
Casino, The Casine of Cienfuegos held a meeting
aud protested aguinst the demauds of the Awmericans,
Other Caslnos took similar action. On tho strects
threats of violence against Americans were openly
made, and the mob were only prevented from burne
ing the lirginius by the officers of the volunteers

The Captain-General was obliged to issuc an order
recommending confidence in the Administration of
the Island and moderation in actions awl ox
to prevent scuttling, The guard on the
has been doubled. The ofticers of the navy
feel their humiliation in the return of the Vv naur

and it has been proclaimed in the newspapers that if
the vessel is given up all the officers of the Tornado
will resign all gradex, honours and decorntions and
tetize fram the service, and that many ofticers on
vtirer war vessels will Jdo the snme—matters are
now growing quieter.  Much depends wpon the
Caxino and their allics, the volunteers. If these
continne to prove obstinate the Firyinins will proba.
bly be destroyed at her mooringy,  Eftorts are being
wnde to concentrate them, and from present ap-
pearances the citorts will be successful.  Ofticial
intelligence is unobtainable here.

pressinng
Vieginius
ke nly

Jauks Larros ox ap Cartnouic Crcren—At the
sesston of the Free Religions Association, held in
New Yotk on the 16th October, James Parton, the
historian, spuke very plainly of Protestant churches
in gencral, aud eaid that wost of them were dead,
although still eblivious of that fact. He cited &
town within his knowledge in New England con-
taining reventeen religious socivties, all struggling
for existence, with preachers wastivg their breath on
cmpty pews, amd vompares their vitality to the
Catholic congregations,  He says :—1In the midst of
these feventeen wenk and steugeling organizations,
there is one which is abeunding in life, vigor, enters
prise and resolution, the Catholic Church, nsually
the lurgest and handsomest in the town, :nd
the only one which has a full congrega-
tion, Nay, it accommadates several cougrexations
on cich Sundar. From six in the morning until
cight in the evening it is always oceupicd, often
ctawded, and onee crammed. On that Snaday, whea
2,800 persons were cotnted in seventeen Protestant
churches, in this ane Catholic ehnnh the munber
wias LED. In the manufacturing cities of New
England they add church to church, editice to edi-
tice, fichd tofield, To-day o monnstery, is begnn
now it i n numnery; next year s new house for the
priest; nml betore fong a catheden] begins to rise
above the honses of the town, awd they kuow well
the virtne of holding land, At the very beginning
of & new enterptise, thev are apt to go for o largo
pivee of land, with room cuough, sonptimes, for
centuties of growth, The seventern  Protestant
churchis look on and kheke theiv heads, and growl
and fibesde evil in the future, Far bes it from meto
bLlame the Catholics for pushing the interests of
theiv church with so much enterpelise, cnorey and
tact. ‘Their produet is just what their belief des
munds of them. They could not e ool Catholics
it they did not regard the spread of the Catholic
Church as the Chicf interest of man,

When an Llisho lostice decides a case he com-
placently Liys a revolver on the sitle of Lisx hench
amllooking over his spectacles inguires if there are
any exceptions to his ruling,

—

A Faer ror Dinwis—Among the papers pre-
sented to Palivment relatinge to the Sonth Sen Is-
landeis ixa report by Captain C, 1. Simpson, of Her
Majesty & ship Blanche, giving an necount of his
visit Jast gear to the Solomon and offier groups of
islamls in the Pucitic Ocenn. Whileat Iabel Island
from which seven women and three men were kidde
uaped i LSTEH Caplain Simpson, with o oty of
ollicers, went a shartdistance inlamd tovisit one of
the remarkable tree villnges pecnliar, be Lelicves, to
this island.  He found tho village huilt on the sum-
it of & rocky monntuin rising almost poypendicular
to o livighit of 80 feet,  The party ascended Ly n
native path from the interior, and fonnd the cxtreme
gummit @ muss of enormons vooks stamling up dike
a castle, among which graw the gicantiv trees, in
the branehies of which the houses of the natives 1:e
bailt, The stens of thege treesrige peifectly straight
aned tmonth, withont a branch, to n height varying
fram 50ft. to 160ft, In the ane Captain Simpson
asvended the house was just 80ft. from the ground ;
once close to it was about 126ft. "Phe only merns
of approach to these honges is by aladder made of
a creeper, sudpended from @ post within the  house,
and which, of coturse, can be hanled up at will.  The
houses are most ingeniously built, ard are very
firm and strong.  Each liouse will contaln from ten
to 12 nativer, el an nmple store of stones is kept
which they throw both with slings and with the
hand with, great force and precision, At tho foot
of ench of these trees i another ht, in which the
family usnally reside, the trec house being enly re-
sorted to at night and during times of expected dan-
ger.  Ino fnct, however, they are nover anfe from sus-
prise, notwithstruding all their precantions, as the
great object in lifo amony the people izto get each
other's heads.  Captain Simpron, in returning, visit-
¢d a chiels house on the beach, and found a row
of 25 humnn heads, captured in a recent raid, fasten-~
ed up across the frent liko vermin at & barn door.
it wan acknowledged that the object of the raid was
to gt heads and to cat the bodies, which is always
done. The hends of men, women, and children, are
all taken, and the wonder is that the whole islanfl
does not become depopulated, The people of this
and other islunds arc not, however, a courngeous
people.  Such a thing as a stand-up fight bLetween:
tribes is nlmost unknown, but they prow! about for
prey, ottacking whenever they have a victim in their
power without rigk to themselves. Iu some of the
islands, Captain Simpson observed, tho men bavo
long hair, which they wear in fashions like those
adopted by the other sex in Europe, the favourite
modes being the ordinary chignou, or loose down
the back; the women whose hair is storter than the
men's wear it loose nnd undressed. Inclothing thero
is not nt present opportunity for European or any
other fashions,

Tee Preasure oF WaLking.—Walking brings out
the true character ofa man., The devil never yet
asked his victims to take a walk with him. You
will not be long in finding your companion out. All
disguiges will fall awny from him. . As his pores open
his charactar is_laid bare, His deepest and most
private gelf will come to the top. It matters little
whom you ride with, so ho be not a pickpocket ; for
both of you will, very likely, scttle down closer and
firmer in your reserve, shaken down like & measure
of corn by the jolting as tho journey proceeds. Buf
walking is a more vital compartnership; the rela-
tion is a closer ‘and sympathetic one, and you do not
feel liko walking ten pacer with a stranger without
speaking to bim. Hence the fastidiousness of the
professional walker in chossing or admltting & com-
panion, and hence the truth of a remark of Emerson,
that you will generally fare better to tnke your dog
than to invite your neighbor. Your cur-dog is a
truo pedestrian and yeur neighbor is very likely a
small politician, The dog enters tboroughly into
the spirt of the enterprising; he is not indifferent
or preaccupied ; he ig constantly snifiing adventure,
laps at every spring, looks npon every fleld and woo
a3 a now world to be explored, is ever in some fresh
trail knows something important "will happen a
little further on, gazes with the. true’ wonder-gseeing
eyes, whatever-the spot or whatever the rord, findg
it good to be there—in short, 'is just ‘that i:nppy,
delicious excursive vagabond that touches one at 5o
many points, and whose humar prototype in & com-

— Gnlazy.

panion, rebs miles and Iéagues of half ‘their faigne:




