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world is mot to have the “ quietness ” we speak
of in the Collect. This would be to cry “ Peace,
peace, where there is no peace: to daub the
wall with untempered mortar,” What we
desire is the “peace which the world cannot
give: the peaco which human mind cannot con-
ceive or sense afford.” “O pray for the peace
of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love }Rec.
Peace be within Thy walls.” The peaco not of
surrender, but of victory,

WISE WORDS FROM BiSHOP THOMP-
SON, OF MISSISSIPPI.

(Convention Address April, 1894.)

THE WORK OF TIHE MINISTRY.

The Ministry is not a trade nor a living, and
the man who conducts his ministry as if it were
the one or the other, makes a dead fuilure of
bis work and imperils his own soul as well,

To be sure, a clergyman mustlive, He can’t
do his work otherwise. But if he put tho cart
before the horse, and works for the living, in-
stead of living for the work he is in the ranks
of the failures, and the abler and more promi-
neat he be, the more shameful and scandalous
is hix fniluro. “ Put me in the Priest’s office
for a piece of bread,” Better broak stones on
the road !

My ministry, as time goes in our short life,
i« rapidly going up among the longest. On
Trinity Sunday next it will be a ministry of
forty-two years. Ihave labored in all sorts of
tields, and at all work which belongs to my call-
jug. and 1 have yet to sce the man of consecra-
tion and devotion and average sense who ever
suflered, or who saw those depending on him
sutler, in the ministry of the American Chureh,

Aud still more, 1 havo received “ salary,” so-
culled, from $450 u year to $10,000 and I was
passing rich on tho first amount, and miserably
wortie! on the sceond ! In plain words, the
luhorer is worthy -of his hire—that he may be
able to lnbor to-morrow as he has done to-day.
But the end is the labor and not the hire. And
it clergyman counts himsell a hireling, putting
the hire first, let him not be surprised it peoplo
take him at his own valuation. I never yet
knew the laborer “worthy of his hire’ that
did not get it.  Inthis world, gencrally indecd,
I have come to believo tho most of us get about
what we deserve,  Some of us, owing to Chris-
tian charity, and the goodness of God, gol a
great deal more.  Forl think I have scen men,
gelting support, honor, placo, esteem, asclergy-
men, who us cobblers or tailors, if they had
shown no more carnestness, sonse, or activity
in those respectable callings, would have stary-
ed !

Pardon me, in this connection for very plain-
ly saying that I belicve our gratuitous educa-
tion of men for the ministry has sometimes
ruined a promising young man, and made the
ministry of others sordid, covetous and wretch-
edly offonsive to men, What it is to God [ am
not called to say.

As things are in this country, the cases aro
rare where a young muan, if he amounts to any-
thing, cannot edncate himsolf to be what he will.
Injudicious help hurts him. 1f he proposes to
be a clergyman spoils him and hundreds have
been so spoiled to their own deadly injury as
American men, and to tho dishonor of the
ministry,

CONCIO AD CLERUM.

My dear brethern of the Clergy will surely
excuse me here, if 1 am in all kindness and with
tove and regard for them, for I know andap-
preciated the loyalty, truth and faithfulness,
and the profound unselfishness of Mississippi
Clergymen, making something of a charge to

them, a sort of “ Concio ad (lerum” after eloven
years in this peculiar field.

It surely is not too much, if our lay-brethren
should expect us to read the grandest English
in the world the English Prayer Book and
English Bible, as if we bolioved and felt, like
honest men, what we were reading without
trick or stammer, slobber or mouthing, TFive
minutes a day with a country School-master,
could teach us that much.

Neither is it too much for them to expect
that having given us & whole week to proparo,
we should beable to talk to them, with manu-
seript, or without, for twenty minutes withsome
carnestness, sense, and cloar and even vigorous
enunciation, on some branch of a topic which
we are not unreasonably supposed to bo study-
ing all the time, namely our duty to God and
to each other !

Is it a wonder if they aro sometimes quoorly
surprised that a clergyman,does not seem to
caro to make himself as offective, even in hix
public work as a shoe-black would find it noces-
sary to be in his ? That the Clergyman goes
on for years reading and nover learns how Lo
read, goes on for half a century, what ho calls
“ preaching ' and has never troubled himself to
learn how to preach ? Would not bo listened to
two minutes as a public speaker, except in the
pulpit,

“But wo can’t all be Elocutionists * you say "
nor “ pulpit orators1” Woell, I am not so sure of
that! To be the one or the other of even a
somewhat distinguisked kind, us things go, re-
quires no wonderful endowment, For mysolf
lot mo frankly confess, I nevor heard but a fow
preachers whom I would again take much
trouble to hear—Tho late Archbishop of York,
Dr, Magee was one, and my dear friend Dr.
Palmoer of the First Prosbyterian Church of
Now Orleans, wonderfully like him, and still
living, thank God ! is another. The Bishop ot
Dorry,another I may name. Nevertheless,thoro
have been and still are splendid proachers by
the thousand, whose words tell for the Lord
and for Man, and in our own Church, grend
roaders of the Prayers and the Scriptures, who
carry us up to the Throne where the Prayers go,
and the Scriptures come from,

We can, at least, all of us little folk, do our
bost with our poor endowments; and earnost
words have power whon spoken from oarnest
hearts.

And wo can all be honest men. And that is a
groat doal, dear Brothren just to he honest, Lo
say what we feel and believe and no more, to
impress on mon who hear that wo are poor
sinners like themselves,but sinners who believe,
and pray and fight, and whom it is safe to
follow, bocause we aro following in the foot-
stops of our Lord! Struggling, falling, failing,
down on bands and knees, poor sinners that we
aro, but still sticking to the road and climb-
ing!

Brothren we wart money, and I have several
timos omphasized the want, But it is not our
first want, We want men first of all, not
tailor's lay figures, not nominal Clergymen, but
real. We want mon called, consecrated, ordained
from heel to head, not cogs ¢n a parish wheel to
turn and squeak as the Vostry turn the crank
and oil it or lot it rust. Men who take a
Parish to “run" and “ run it ” hard, drive the
Parish and make it steam and swoat, oot weak-
lings who sit down to lot the Parish, or.even 8
Woman’s guild “run” them—the Lord have
pity on their imbecile souls !

The people want, need, long for, pray for
lendership ! Everywhere they are asking, bo-
seeching, yearning for a Priest, Preacher, Min-
ister, even a tramp “ Evangelist’’ with his tent
his blasphemy, his ignorance, and his “ Cracker "
English, anybody who makes s divine claim
for himself! Even Mormon Fldera have had
their success in our cow countries, after tho

Evangolist has done his work to lead them, so
they imagine, on and up. Shall it be our piti-
ful experience that wo sit down imbecile, and
ask the Dioceso, Parish, or Mission to lead us /"
Tach will take us at our word Brothren; and
then what rosults, mean bickerings, complain-
ing, fault findings, intinite moanness, intinito
drivel,boeause the Grace of Orders has been con-
ferred on an empty head, a weak will, or an un-
oarnost heart! Botter again stone breaking on
the highway, then that a man ordained to
load, can’t lead, or i3 too lazy and cowurdly to
lead!

When one of our “ Parishes ™ calls a Clorgy-
man he is its Rector, that is its ruler, guido,
director. What imbeeile complaiuts one hours
from so called ¢ Rectors "' sometimes, becnuse the
Sewing Society, the Sunday School or the Choir
won't be rectorized! Nothing is more pitiful
than a steorsman who can’t steer, a governor
who cannot govorn, & man who can’t do the
thing he is set to do, and voluntarily, with his
cyes wide opon has undertaken to do,  Thero is
no holp for such & one in this world or another
world wheroe God and Law exists!

Lot mo impress it upon the Clorgy that they
got out into the opon. 'They must know the
peoplo.  The work must be housze to house, and
faco to face work. Itis a shame, n shame and
a sin when the Shopherd does not know his
sheep.  “ 1 know my sheep and am known of
mino " saith the great Shepherd, The poor me-
chanieal officiation of reading Prayers and
preaching, as tho sum of a Pastor's duty, will
kill any  Parish or  Mission—though  the
murderer wore learned us o Lightfoot, and ns
clozant asa Vaughan!

The Clergyman ix ordainod o ‘seck for
Christ's sheop weattered abroad in this naughty
world.” e won't find them among his books
or crowding into his bedroom.

I'have spokon of this before. 1 will apeak of
itagain, no doubt, for I have scon cases of
slaughter perpetrated by honest clergymon,
who sat among their books, so they suid, and
sut down on their congrogations. “Sut on by
afat woman," waus once the verdict of o coronor'’s
Jury in Vermont on the death of a child put to
sleep in an arm chair.  “Sat on™ might Lo tho
vor«]i(zt on many a congrogation Muttened, ¢ol-
lapsed, its broath squeezed ont by a minister
who has forgotton for what purpose his creator
gave him legs, though he was not so generous
in the matter of brains,

CHIGHER CRITICISM.”

An English writer gives four marks of Lhis
thin edge of infidelity applied to the Bible as:

[. Minimising, if not rejecting, the super-
natural in revealed religion,

11, Making muach of such parts of infernal
evidence as in their nature must be doubtful or
from which no certuin conclusions can be drawn,

[1I. Building much in theory on the smallest
possible busis or semblancoe of basis of fact,

1V, Ignoring any evidence pointing in an op-
posite direction,

It is hard onough at any time to lead mon to
be true Chnreh Christians; but when we have
to struggloe against the horrors of Seclarianism
and the follies of proud and learned agnosticivm
—though both take the garb of devout enrnest-
ness and deep religious teeling—our work und
duty call for a firmness and a faith stronger
and more enorgetic than e¢ven St, Paul roquired
when contending with the trained intellects and
philosophies of the ancient world,  Yet on this
same firmness and faith depend, humanly
speaking, the foundations of Christianity isclf.

Subsicribers would very much
oblige us by prompt remittance
of amount due,
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