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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.
1. Any person who takes a paper regularly

trem the Post ofice, whother directed to his own name or
another’s, or whether he has subseribed or not, 18 respon-

sible for payment.
2, If a person orders his paper discontinned
-2ust pay all arrears, or the publisher may continune to

‘ send it until payment is made, and theun collest the whole

amount, whether ths paper is taken from the oftee o> not

3. In suits for subscriptions, the suit may be
nstituted in the place where the paper is published al
tbough the subsoriber may reaide hundreds of miles away.

4. The courts have decided that refusing to
to take newspapers or periodicals from the Post office, or
removing and leaving tbem uncailed for,is prima Jaote
esvldenco of intentional frand.

CALENDAR FOR APRIL.

Aprrs Tth—b5th Sunday in Lent.

%  17th—6th Sunday in Lent.
15th—Monday before Easter.
16th—Tuesday before Easter.
17th—Wednesday before Haster.
18th—Thurzday before Haster.
19th—Goop Faipay., Pr. Psalm M. 22,

40, b4. K. 69, 88.

20th— Easter Even.,

21st—EasTer. Pr. Pss. M. 2, 57, 111
E. 113, 114, 116 ; Pr. Anthem in-
stead of Venite. Athan. Croed.
Pr, Preface in Communion Serviee
till April 28th inclu. (Notice of
Monday and Tuesday, and of St.
Mark.

22nd—Monday in Easter week.

23rd-—Tuesday in Easter woek.

28th—St. Mark, Evangplist and Mar.

25th—1st Sunday after Easter. (Notice
of St. Phillip and St. James.

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH.

—

By Charles Gore, M. A. (Rivingtons, Londim).

This learned £nd valuable Essay on the Min-
istry of the Ohurch has now been in the hands
of theological students for some time, and their
appreciation hus been evidenced by tho call
for & second edition. It seems most desirabie
in the presence of conflicting thoories, ever-
more making themselves heard, that now and
then the trae position of the Church as an
Apostolic institution, with it divinely-appoint-
ed ministry, should be clearly and unfalteringly
enunciated. This it is which Mr. Gore has done
in the present work, which may be regarded
in some respeots as a reply to Mr. Hatoh'’s re-
gent theories in his Bampton lectures. The
pubjuct is treated in seven chapters, dealing
with—(1) The Foundation of the Church, (2)
(8) The Witness of
Church History, (4) The Institution of the
Apostolate, (6) The Ministry in the Apostolic

6) The Ministry in the Sub-apostolic
and the work conoludes with some final

applications of the principles laid down. There
are some appended notes which are uot the
least valuable part of the treatise. The part of
the work that bas had the most interest for us
and will be found, we have no doubt, of most
practical value by the spiritual aspect of the
question disoussed, is the second chapter, which
deala with the Apostolic authority of the
Ohbristian ministry. The ohapter is full of
golden principles, ¢. g.:—

¢« Thig s the Church principle: that no min-
istry is valid which is assumed, which & man
takes upon himself, or which is merely dele-
gated to him from below. That ministerial sot
alone is valid which is covered by a ministerial
commission received from above by succession
from the Apostles. This is part of the great
principle of tradition. ‘Hold the traditions,’
reiterates the Apostle. The whole of what con-
stitutes Christianity is a transmitted trust— a
tradition which may need purging, but never
admits of innovation, for *nthil innovandum,
nisi quod traditum’ ie a fandamental Christian
principle. What breaks the tradition is heresy
—the intirnsion, that is, of & new and alien
element into the deposit, having its orgin in
personal self-sssertion, This conception of
heresy is involved in the very idea of a revel-
ation once for all made. Now, what heresy is
in the sphere of truth, a violation of the apos-
tol'c snccession is in the tradition of the min-
istry. Here too there is a deposit handed down,
an ecolesiastical trust transmitted ; and its con-
tinuity is violated, whenever a man ‘takes any
honour to bimself’ and assumes & fanction not
committed to him. Judged in the light of the
Church’s mind as ta the relation of the individ-
ual to the whole body, such an act takes a
moral discolouring. The individual, of course,
who is guilty of the act may not incur the re.
sponsibility in any particular case through the
absence of right knowledge, or from other
causes which exempt from responsibility in
wholeor in part; but judged by an objective
standard, the act bas the moral discolouring of
gelf asgertion. The Charch’s doctrine of sue-
cession is thus of n piece with the whole idea
of the Gospel revelation, as being the com-
muniocation of a a divine gift which must be re-
ceived and canpot be originated,—received,
moreover, through the channels of & visible and
organic society; and the principle (this is
what is here emphasized) lies at the last resort
in the idea of snccession rather than in the
continuouns exist ence of episcopal government,
and that the Church, since theAposiles, hasnever
conoceived of itself as having any power to
orignate or interpolate a new office.”

Again: ¢ There is not in the world,’ says
Bishop Taylor, a greater presumption than that
any should think to convey & gift of God, un-
less by God he be appointed to do it Sach
appointment or commission, to be valid, must
be of an authority—not unquestioned, indeed,
for St. Paul's was questioned, but not justly
open to question, 8s_representative of Christ.
Men are needed for Christ's ministry who have
ready wills and clear convictions, men, that is,
with & sense of vooation ; but they must be also
men of humanity, distrust{ul of their own im-
pulses and powers like prophets of old. The
very thiog that such men need is the open and
external commission to support the internal
gense of vooation through all the fiery trials of
failore and dissppointment, of weariness and
weakness, to which it will be subjected—nay,
to be its substitute when God’s inward voice
geems even withdrawn—maintaining in the
man the simple conviction that, as a matter of
fact, ‘s dispepsation has been committed to
him.'”

* We commend to the attention of the reader
the wise and weighty prinoiples laid down by
Mr. Gore in disoussing the sacerdotal chapter
involved in the doctrine of Apostolic succession
that “ formidable word” as Canon Liddon calls
it, * harmless in itself, but surrounded with

meny invidious sassociatious.” We gladly

tribe or class between God snd man.’

transfer to our pages the opening remarks of
Mr., Gore on the vexed subject of ¢ Sacerdotal-
ism"” :—

“ The chief of the ideas commonly associated
with sacerdotalism, which it is important to re-

pudiate, is that of & vicarious priesthood. It is
ocontrary io the true spirit of the Christian reli-
gion to introduee the notion of a claes inside
the Church in a closer spiritual relationship to
God than their fellows. There is ‘ no eacrificial
¢ Hach
individual member (of the Christian body)
holds personal communioa with the Divine
Head.’ The difference hetween clergy and
laity ©is not a difference in kind ’ but in fanc-
tion. Thus the completest freadom of access
to Ged in prayer and iotercession, the closest
personsal relation to Him, belongs to all. 8o
far as there is gradation in the effloacy of pray-
er, it is the result not of official position but
of growing sanotity and stremgthening faith.
It is an abase of the sacerdotal conception if it
is supposed that the priesthood exists to cele-
brate sacrifices or acts of worship in the place
of the body of the people or as their substitate.
This conception had, no doubt, attached itself
to the ‘ massing priests' of the Middle Ages.
The priost had come to be regarded as an indi
vidoal who held, in virtae of his ordination, the
prerogative of offering sacrifice which could
win God's gifts, Thus spiritnal advantages
conld be secared for the living and the dead by
paying him to say a mass, and grester advan-
tages by a greater number of masses, Now this
distorted sort of conception is one which the
religious indolonce of most men, in cooperation
with the ambition for power in ‘spiritaal’ per-
sons, is always tending to make possible. It is
not only possible to believe in & vicarious priest-
hood of eacrifice, but also in a vicarious office
of preaching, which releases the laity from the
obligation to make efforts of spiritual appre-
hension on their own account. Bat in either
oase the conception is an nnchristian one. The
ministry is no more one of vicarious action
than it is one of exclusive knowledge or exclu-
sive relation to God. What is the truth then ?
It is that the Chuarch is one body. The free
approach to God in the Sonship and Priesthood
of Christ belongs to men as members of ¢ one
body,” and this one body has different orgaus
throngh which the fanotions of its life find ex-
pression, as it was differentiated by the act and
appointment of Him who created it. The re-
oeption, for instance, of Bucharistic grace, the
approach to God in Eucharistio sacrifice, are
functions of tho whole body. ¢ We bless the
cup of blessing,’ * we break the bread,’ says St.
Puul, apeaking for the community ; ‘we offer,’
* we present,’ is the language of the litargies,
Bat the ministry is the organ—the hecessary
organ—of these fanotions. It is the hand
which offers and distribates; it iz the voice
which consecrates and pleads, And the whole
body can no mo-e dispense with its services
than the natural body can grasp or speak with-
out the instrumentality of hand and tongue,
Thus the ministry is the instrument as well as
the symbol of the Church’s unity, and no man
can share her fellowship except in acceptance
of its offices.”

We would observe that throughout his arga-
ment on the Christian Ministry Mr. Gore is
strictly scientific. Proceeding from the two’
postalates—the genvinencss of the New Testa
ment writings, and the Incarnation, our author
works onwards. He proves the supernatural
origin of the Charch a8 a divinely-created so-
ciely with a divinely appointed ministry invol-
ving ab initio the distinoction between clergy
and laity. In other words the Christian Church
was not only divinely fonnded but divinely
organised, and it was pot left anywhere in au-
thority to invent a ministry afterwards or
change it, The principle of the Apostolic Suc-
cession is what Mr. Gore puts forward 23 meet-
ing the necessities of the oase :

 Let it be supposed that Christ, in founding



