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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.

1. Any person -who takes a paper regularly
f rom the Post ofnce, wbother dlrected to hie own name or
another's, or whether he has subscribed or not, la respon-
ible for payment.

2. If a person orders his paper discontinued
a.ust pay ail arrears, or the publisher may continue to

send it until payment la made, and thon collect the whole
amount, whether the paper <a taken Irom sh oce or not

3. In suite for subscriptions, the suit may b
nstituted ln the place where the paper le published al.

though the subsoriber may reaide hundreds of miles sway.

4. The courte have docided that refusizig to
to take newapapers or periodicals from the Post ofnce, or
removing and leaving them uncalled for, is prima facie
evidence of Intentilonal fraud.

CALENDAR OR APRIL.

ArnIL 7th-5th Snnday in Lent.
" 17th-6th Sanday in Lent.
" 15th-Monday before Easter.

16th-Tuesday before Easter.
" lth-Wednesday before Ester.

18th-Thursday before Buter.
" 9th-GOOD FairnA. Pr. Psalm M. 22,

40, 54. E. 69, 88.
20th-Easter Even.
21set-EaSTa. Pr. Pss. M. 2, 57, 111.

E. 113, 114, lic ; Pr. Anthem in-
etead of Yenite. Athan. Creed.
Pr. Preface in Communion Service
till April 28th inclu. (Notice of
Monday and Tuesday, and of Si.
Mark.

22nd-Monday in Ester week.
" 23rd-Tuesday in Easter week.
" 25th-St. Mark, Evangplist and Mar.

2bth-lst Sunday after Easter. (Notice
of St. Phillip and St. James.

TEE MIISTRY OF THE CERITIA19
CEURCH.

By Charles Gore, M. A. (Rivingtons, London).

This learned i.nd valuable Essay on the Min-

istry of the Ohurch has now been in the bands
of theological students for some time, and their
appreciation has been ovidenced y tho cau

for a second edition. It seems most desirable
in the presonce of conflicting theories, ever-

more making themselves heard, that now and
thon the true position of the Church as an
Apostolic institution, with its divimely-appoint-
ed ministry, should be clearly and unfalteringly
enunciated. This it is which Mr. Gore has doue
in the present work, which may b regarded
in some respects as a reply to Mr. Rlatch's re-

cent theories in hie Bampton lectures. The
subject is treated in seven chapters, dealing
with-(l) The Foundation of the Church, (2)
ApostoliO Succession, (3) The Witnesa of

Church History, (4) The Institution of the
Apostolate, (5) The Minlstry in the Apostolic
age, (6) The Ministry in the Sub.apostolic

ge; and the work concludes with sorne final

applications of the principles laid down. There
are sorne appended notes whieh are not the
leat valuable part of the treatise. The part of
the work that bas had the most interest for us
and will be found, we have no doubt, of most
practical value by the spiritual aspect of the
question disoussed, is the second chapter, which
deals with the Apostolie authority of the
Christian ministry. The chapter le full of
golden principles, e. g.:-

" This ;e the Church principle: that no min-
istry la valid which is assumed, which a man
takes upon himself, or which is merely dele-
gated te him from below. That ministerial act
alone is valid which i covered by a ministerial
commission received from above by succession
from the Apostles. This is part of the great
principle of tradition. 'Hold the traditions,'
reiterates the Apostle. The whole of what con.
stitutes Christianity is a transmitted trust- a
tradition which may need purging, but never
admits of innovation, for ' nihil innovandum,
nisi quod traditum' ie a fundamental Christian
principle. What breaks the tradition is heresy
-the intrusion, that is, of a new and alien
element into the deposit, baving its Orgin in
personal self-assertIon. This conception of
horesy le involved in the very idea of a revel-
ation once for all made. Now, what heresy is
in the sphere of truth, a violation of the apos-
tolc succession is in the tradition of the min-
istry. Here too there is a deposit handed down,
an ecclesiastical trust transmitted; and its con-
tinuity is violated, whenever a man ' takes any
honour to himseolf' and assumes a function net
committed to him. Judged in the liglit of bhe
Church's mind as ta the relation of the individ-
ual te the whole body, such an act takes a
moral discolouring. The individual, of course,
who is guilty of the act may not incur the re-
sponsibility in any particular case through the
absence of right knowledge, or from other
causes which exempt from respouaibility in
whole or in part; but judged by an objective
standard, the act has the moral discolouring of
self assertion. The Church's doctrine of suc-
cession is thus of a piece with the whole idea
of the GosOl revelation, as boing the com.
munication of a a divine gift which muet be re-
ceived and cannot be originated,-received,
moreover, through the channels of a visible and
organie society; and the principle (this is
what is here emphasized) lies at the last resort
in the idea of succession rather than in the
continuons exist once of episcopal government,
and that the Church, since theApostles, bas never
conceived of itself as having any power to
erignate or interjolate a new office."

Again: "'T There is not in the world,' says
Bishop Taylor, a greater presumption than that
any should think te convey a gift of God, an-
less by God he be appointed to do it.' Sncb
appointment or commission, to be valid, muet
b of su anthority-not unquestioned, indeed,
for St. Pau's was questioned, but net justly
open to question, as representative of Christ.
Men are needed for Christ's ministry who have
rtady wills and cler convictions, men, that ls,
with a sense of vocation; but they muet be aiseo
men of humanity, distrusttul of their own im-
pulses and powers like prophets of old. The
very thing that such men need is the open and
external commission te support the internal
sense of vocation through ail the fiery trials of
failunr and disappointment, of weariness and
weakness, to which it will be subjccted-nay,
toe its substitute when God's inward voice
seeme even withdrawn-maintaining in the
man the simple conviction that, as a matter of
fact, 'a dispensation has been committed to
him.' "
- We comqpnd to the attention of the reader
the wise and weighty principles laid down by
Mr. Gore in discussaing the sacerdotal chapter
involved in the doctrine of Apostolio succession
thast " formidable word" as Canon Liddon calls
it, " harmless in itself, but surrounded with
many invidious amssociations." We gladly

transfer to our pages the opening remarks of
Mr. Gere on the vered sabject of "Sacerdotal-

"The chief of the ideas commonly associated
with sacerdotalisn, which it is important to re-
pudiate, is that of a vicarious priesthood. It is
contrary to the true spirit of the Christian reli-
gion te introduee the notion of a clais inside
the Church in a closer spiritual relatiouship te
God than thcir follows. Ther le 'no sacrificial
tribe or clase between God and man.' 'Each
individual member (of the Christian body)
holde personal communioa with the Divine
Head.' The difference between clergy and
laity 'is net a difference in kind ' but in fune-
tien. Thus the completest freodom of acces
to Gad in prayer and intercession, the closest
personal relation to Hlim, belongs to ail. So
Jar as there is gradatin in the efficacy of pray-
or, it is the result not of official position but
Of growing sanctity and strengthening faith.
It is au abuse of the sacerdotal conception if it
is supposed that the priesthood existe to cele-
brate sacrifices or acts of worship in the place
of the body of the people or as their substitute.
This conception had, no doubt, attached itseoif
to the ' m'assing prieste ' of the Middle Ages.
The priest bad come te ho regarded as an indi
vidual who held, in virtue of his ordination, the
prerogative of offering sacrifice which could
win God's gifts. Thus spiritual advantages
could be secured for the living and the dead by
paying him to say a mass, and greater advan-
tages by a greater number of masses. Now this
distorted sort of conception is one which the
religious indolence of most mon, in cooperation
with the ambition for power in 'spiritual' por-
sons, ie always tending to make possible. It is
not only possible to believe in a vicarious priest.
hood of sacrifice, but also in a vicarions office
of preaching, which roleases the laity from the
obligation to make efforts of spiritual appre-
hension on thoir own account. But in either
case the conception is an unchristian one. The
ministry is no more one of vicarious action
than it is one of exclusive knowledge or exclu-
sive relation to God. What is the truth thon ?
It is that the Chareh is one body. The free
approach to God in the Sonship and Priesthood
of Christ belongs te mon as -members of ' one
body,' and this one body has diffdrent organs
through which the functions of its life find ex.
pression, as it was differentiatud by the act and
appointient of Hlim who created it. The re.
ception, for instance, of Euchariatie grace, the
approach te God in Eucharistie sacrifice, are
functions of the whole body. ' We bless the
cup of blessing,' ' we break the bread,' says St.
Paul, speaking for the community ; 'we offer,'
' we present,' is the language of the liturgies,
But the ministry is the organ-the necessary
organ-of these fonctions. It is the hand
which offers and distributes; it i the voice
which consecrates and pleads. And the whole
body eau no mo-e dispense with its services
than the natural body eau grasp or speak with.
out the lnstrumentality of baud nd tongue,
Thus the ministry la tic instrument as vol as
the symbol of the Church's unity, and no man
can share her fellowship except in acceptance
of its offices."

We would observe that throughout hie argu-
ment on the Christian Ministry Mr. Gere is
strictly scientific. Proceeding from the two
postulates-the genuineness of the 'New Testa
ment writings, and the Incarnation, car author
works onwards. He proves the supernatural
origin of the Charch as a divinely-created so-
ciet'y with a divinely appointed ministry invol-
ving ab initio the distinction between clergy
and laity. In other words the Christian Church
was net ouly divinely founded but divinely
organised, and it was net left anywhere in au-
thority to invent a ministry afterwards or
change it. The principle of the Apostolie Suc-
cession is what Mr. Gore pute foi ward rs meet-
ing the necessities of the case :

" Lot it be supposed that Christ, lu fouuding


