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consideration to the opinions of Earl
Granville. ‘The news of the decision only
reached Canada alter the adjournment
of the Board of I'rade.

THE CREAMERY SYSTEM.

The increased attention given to the
creamery sysiem during the last few
months is an indication that the people
have begun tolemn by experience the
importance of what shippers and the
commercial papers have long been en-
deavaring to impress upon them. The
high prices invariably commanded for
creamery butter, in comparison with those
of other makes,have Legun thereform and
it is to be hoped it may spread with due
rapidity throughout the land. There are
few things more remarkable than the
gradation of values for this product
given weekly in our ¥ Drices Current,”
when we remember that the different
qualities are all made.from cream of little
or no variation as to quality. The article
which sells wholesale at 20 to 25 cents
per pound and retail at 30 to 35 cents is
made from no betlér cream than that
which is known as * cooking buitter,” at
hall the price. But to {reat the subject
more moderately,—it is but (air to say
ihat, compared with dairy butter, cream-
ery in the long run nets from $2 to 3 a

keg more to the makers; and when we.

consider the large amount of this product
shipped annually from Canada, and the
quantity consumed in the country, the
loss is disheartening to contemplate. We
do not speak now of the evils of “holding
back ?-—which have repeatedly been re-
ferred to in these columng—=by which an
article of {air value is held over from one
season Lo another till its original sweet-
ness has fled, and quality and profit have
gohe with the interest on the original
value,
‘T'he superiority of the creamery method
Las long been fully demonstrated, and
simply because crenmery butier feichesa
"higher price. The time was when Cana-
dian butter compared favorably with that
of the United States in our common mar-
ket ncross the ocean, but the general pre-
ference for the creamery system has
wrounght a change which is not over credit-
- able to our generally sweeler pastures.
The competition thus established is more
likely o increase, and it behooves our
people lo prepare themselves to meet it.
The creameries alveady established have
done well; but we want more of them.
‘We donot hearof any failmes among them,
and some of the merchants in towns and
-villages over-supplied with stores, general
“or special, might do worse than give the
cxeumely busmess some attentzon

The general establishment of cream-
eries throughout the country would
impart a uniform quality to our butter, of
a grade that would eventually enable us
to recover lost ground and secure to the
Canadian pnoducts in England a reputa-
Lion worth something more in the pound.
The improved manufacture of butterine
in the Uniled States is calculated to
drive cheap “cooking butter ” out of the
market by lowering the price beyond all
possibility of profit; and although there
is none made in Canada, the placing of
such an article in any quantity on the
market cannot fail to influence the prices
of low grades butter.

The more general employment of the
creamery system would probably have
some effect upon country stores accus-
tomed to take butter from farmers on ac-
count, but the eftfect would eventually be
for good ; the emissary or buyer of the
shipping house would make purchases
direct, and the farmer would receive cash
for his milk, while his wife and daughters
would be saved the labor of churning and
have more time to devote to other useful
occupations ; values would increase all
round not only in the superiority of the
article produced but in a uniformity which
is ‘impossible when three or four makes—
as frequently happens—are thrown into
one cask, whereby the geneial flavoris
determined by one inferior or ill-washed
roll. It is much belter evidently to mix
the milk of various farms than to mix the
butter product. - :

The dairy system is a great improvement
on what we may call the “miscellaneous
method,” but it stops short enough of the
large creamery to influence geners) values
to the important extent indicated. There
is no lime more opportune for the estab-

lishment of creameries than the present ,:

the cheese market is in that conditicn
when supply and demand very nearly
balance,
consider whether it were not’ betler to
diverl some ‘of the uunskimmed material
elsewhere. There is no more danger of
any possible increase in the butter pro-
duction of Canada baving much influence
in prices than there is in the matter of
wheat ; the market is too large,—and
thereislitlle likelihood o[over-p(oductmn
s0 long as the article is of a high grade
thly It is 1 ct many yeais since the
rapid incresse in cheese manufacture had
some alarm for shippers, and we see how
groundless it has proved, owing, however,
in a large degree to the superiority of the
product, 1tis to be hoped that Canadian
butter may shortly attain a position
similar to that reached long sgo by Can.
adian cheese, but we fear this is im-

possible unhl the cr e'\mely sysiem comes
into genera; use.

“and mukers are beginning to

" LIFE INSURANCE LEGISLATION.

It is not surprising ‘that so much time
should be spent by the Committee on
Banking and Commerce in discussing the
proposed amendments to the Insurance
Act of 1877 as aflecting the relations of
the regular old line insurance companies
and the assessment associations, to the in-
suring public respectively. Life insur-
ance is of itself a business so much apart
that there are few persons outside of the
fraternity who understand it in all its
bearinge, and are prepared to discuss the

“merits of competing systems ; and on this

‘account there is the more need of pro-
tecting the public against the possible
abuse of 0 imporiant a business and of
hedging time-tested companies with the
safeguards necessaly to maintain confi-
dence in the system, at the sume lime that

“the new system shall be so provided for

that the public may be protected from
evil possibilities under its working. The
amending Bill of last session bas been -
before the Commitiee at Ottawa now for
some weeks, the eflorts of the companies
{o procure the adoption of & separate Bill -
for assessment societies having {allen
through. Each clause of the Bill has been
discussed, and the. views. of both sides
listened to. The question of the deposit
of 50,000, as cffered by the Reserve Fund
Association of New York has been

‘adopted. Many persons appear {o be of

opinion that this constitutes ample
security, alihough it would prove but a
drop in the bucket of the probable busi-

ness of such a_concern, or of any of the

larger regular companies. The old line
companies are obliged to maintain large
reseives over andakove their Government
deposits in Otlawa, 1ecerves which must
incrense according-to the business done..
But the new Bill, as amended in ccm-
mittee; iswell calculated 1o remove many
of the most flagrant abuses of the assess~
ment business, and will probably have a
cooling effect upon the ardor of many new
competitors entering.ihe field. Not the
least is that plOVldmg against the “ freez-
ing qut. " process. In ordinary life
assurance, the policyholder knows the
date, quarterly, half.-yearly or yearly,
when his premium becomes due, and in
all'cases receives due notice, which is re-
peated and re-repeated for a considerable
time—a year in many companies—before .
the policy is allowed {o lapse ; in meny
of the co-operative concerns of the United
States, notices of assessment are. oiten
misdirected and for ofher reasons do nob
always reach the assessed, who, in default
of payment, loses his membership. Such
& practicé might be®made to pay.in the



