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ay, and well known in the hiftory of that
¢city, which makes hr_mourab&c_mcmnon of
his ancellors in‘the remoteft times. Ha- .
yifg finifhed his Mudies at the univerfity
of Paris with extraordinary fuccefs, he
was appointed, in his thrce.and.twenticth -
year, Advocate or Solicitor-General of the
Superior Council of Artois; and before.-
he had attained the age of twenty-five, was
prumored to the office of Procurcur-Gene-
red or Attorney-Generalof the Parliament
of Flanders, which™ he exercifed with-di-
flinguithed abiiities for fix years. . He was
then called -as Rapporreswr to the King's
Councily to 1epoit 1o his Majefty the moft
momentous aitaiis of adminifiration; of
which arduous and laborious tatk he ac--
quitted-himfelf in._a .manoer that evinced
his profound knowledge of the govern-
ment, conflitution, hiftory, and jurifpru-
dence of France, and cltablithed his repu-
tation as  a writtr of no- Iefs perfpicuidy
and judgment, thanclegunce and énergy
of difion. - St
In 1776, he was named Intendant cf the
Province of. the Hrois:Ewecbes, and  for.
fourtcen years- fulfilled the. duties of that
important othice with..aniverfal.approba.
tion and applaufe, and-greatly to the fa-
tisfaction of the .inhabitants, by whom he
was much'beloved,” and iwhyg exprefled the -
wmoft regret at.his departure when he.
quitted that province in 1780, being ap:
pointed -.Intendant-General of “Flanders
and Artois.  “I'he fame amiablé affability
- of manners, and mild and equitable con.

33T,
" aswould reftore the proper €quipoife be.’
»tween the annual income and expendititzeps
and provide -a Jurplus for. emergedcies :’
‘without _increafing the- burthen:'of the
.people beyond : their ability “to “fupport.:
-For this purpofe he prevailed-on the.King
:to0 revivethe ancient ufage of national af.:
i femblies, by calling-togethier the Nora.T -
-Ates_of the Kingdom ; -and -after laying’
“hefore them a true ftace of the finances; he=
boldly propofed, as:a.chicf remedyior the .
deficicncy, that.thel’pecuniary privilége
and excmptions of. the “nobility, clergy,
and magiftracy, thould ‘be. fuppreiied..
Well aware chat a meafure which appear=:
~¢d'tomilitate fo much -againft the imme-.
"diate interefts of the'three moft powerfuls
_ranks_of the community ‘muft-meet with.
‘oppofition, “but confiding  perhaps oo~
:much in the gentrofity of that Affembly,:
iand the juftice of the caufe, hie determined *
“at all events. 1o ritk the facrifice of kis*
_own fituatjon, rather than longer t6 Con-
ceal or palliate thie-evil. - .So fair an op-*
; portunity -to overchrow a Minitter «was-
‘ot negle@ed by his_encmics ; murmurs:
;were excited; and every artifice of calum.?
"nyand detration put in practice with fo-
.much fuccefs, - thar finding' himfelf:fups”
s planted in the favour of his’Royal Matter: -
{ by the Archbifhop of Thouloufe; and per: ¢
.fecuted” by every means that “theimoft:
t powerful liatred could invent, or thehoft
, inveterate malics perpetrate, - M, de Ca-’
lonne found it neceffary ro take refugein”
England, where his firft care was to' jufkiz:

du@ in the adminiffration of public af.

fairs, which had procured him their efteem,

conciliated no lefs the affc&ions of “his
counlrymen - in -Flanders, to whofe ¢ m-

mercial interef}s he thewed. particular at-.

tention, in promoting the filheries and

every vleful eftablifhment both during the

-

three years. of his retidence’ at Dunkirk;’
and -afier being appointed, in the jyear-

1783, Compuroller-General of the Finan-
ces and Minifler 'of State.  Inthis high

and imporrant office he continued . ull

1787, wund dosing the period-of his admi-
ftration raifed and maintained the public

credit by a punéiuality till then unknown |

in the payments of the Royal Ureafury, al-
though on his accefiion he found it drain.
td to the lowe(t” cbb ; and ‘foon had the
mortification to perceive that the annual
income had long been inadequate to ‘the
aonual cxpenditure.  To trace the caufe
- 6 this deficiency, its orgin shd progrefs,

fy himfelf from the cruel and- unfounded.

“afperfions of his-eneémies, who are them:!

felvescompelled to admit that his Reguéte

»an Rei and Reponfe'd I'Ecric de My, Nackar, -

aremafter-picces of eloquence, and writ-"

and perfpicuitys " ‘

-ten with as much modceration as elegance”
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HILOSOPHERS and Naturalifts. who

purpofe vifiting the furnmit of athigh
mountain, generally take their meafures .
fo.as-to arrive at it about the middie of
the day ; they then make. their obferva. -

tiors in hafte, that they may quit it be-

fore the approxch of night. Heace, all
the obfervations that have been made on -
places of confiderable height, jhave been -

was the fecret work of many an hour, fup-
. pofed by the public to be devoted to plea-
fure or repofe,sss he conceived it of the
utmolt importance to'conceafl the defici--
ency till- he had explored its fource, and
~psovided -an adequate remedy for it, fuch

made nearly about the fame’ time of .the#

day, and have been confined\to a'very:

fhort fpace of time; confequently we have

none from which we can form a juft idea -

of the ftate of the air 'during the other-

parts of the day, or during the nights - "+
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