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" snd-difintereftednefs by which they rofe
. $0..power, » wasthrown afide; apd then
they depended ‘on Sicily; Egypt and Africa
';‘Drh.n?di"': »; :,--’I‘I’ :-’ LR T, -' -
A Zue Chinefe empire’ has fubfifted the
»!ggggtxg{;a‘ny that is recorded’in hiflory ;
#nd:the wifdom: difplayed in- its policy is
"admired by Europcans in this enlightened
period. - :In China, every poffible gncou-
" Fagement.is given to agriculture, which is
- fa*neceflary to feed ififty millions of pro-
P 3 mber, at which the po.

Ple—the loweft nu
. pulation of *that €mpire is eftimated, -A-
' ~Enong varidus methods'to promote ipduf-
. _&ry and encourage agriculture in China,
.-f”o_nc is=—that the Emperor, accompanied
+ by bjs court,; goes every year into the ficld
and plows; he fows the land which hie has
plowed ; and when the grain is ripe, he
Feaps it with his own hand © All the not
bles follow the Emperor's-example ; and
this fpiric is diffufed throygh every fubor.
.dinate clafs of men, o
. :It.would talte up too much time to fpe.
¢ily the fieps thag have bgen taken in mo-
dein Evrope for the advancement of agri-
culture, | thall only obferve in general,
that'as Europe emerged from barbarifm,
. and literature - was culgivatede—as the in.
" habitants of any ftate became enlightencd,
faw their true intereft, and adgpted max-
.. imy of found policy, agriculture was pro-
" portionably  encouraged. “Hence chiedy
it is, that we no longer lear of thofe defo-
. Jating famines in Europe, which formerly
fwept off thoufandss’ .‘The partial-dearths
- thatfometimés happen, through unfayour-
able feafons, are fpeedily relieved by fup.
plics from other dikri@s or countries that
were-more favoured, - ' :

v Letter on'tbe Importance of Agriculture,

- Within :thefe (ew years; profeffors of rue

.. el mcomomics having been cRabhibed in fe-
* veral'European univerfities, whofe bufinefs
is to teach the pringiples of agriculture
fyAematically and confidered’ as a fcicnce,

great . benefils may-be expedted from thofe:

- @ftablithments;: and 1 would humbly beg
‘Jeave 10 recommend - the ‘example to the

attention of thofc genglemen who arein- -

trufted with the government of our pub.

lic-feminary. A profeffi of rural @coaomics,

#t-King's College, might be of -infinite fer.
wice to this province.. 37 -
“#1n Great-Britain, the moft unwearied
-, exertions "have been made, for a century

pafty to promote this. ufeful art,’

= a@s of parliament were pafled for .its en-
_ _.souragement. . Men-of the.firfi: charatter,
" ‘eminent for their abilities, and.of inde-
pendent fortune, not ‘anly émployed their
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dnformarlon derived from the members of
thofe focictics, 'and their numerous corre-
~fpondents was communicated to the pub.
lic.. Hereby knowledge was' widely
Ipread ;- a (pirit of induftry was excited 5.
hufbandry, in its various branches, "was
‘carried on fyftematically, and on right
principles, . The ‘fame meafures are (il
gealoufly purfued, and with increafing fuc.
cefs, - The refule is fuch as might be natu.
rally expe@ted—the farmer is amply re-
- paid for his labour ; the hation is abund-
antly fupplicd with provifions, which give
a fpring to commercg and manufa&ures ;
aad great quantities of provifions, of every
kind, are annually exported.” From Eng.
Jand; the.cxport of wheat in oneyear late-
ly, was one million, two bundred ard twenty
fx thoufand, feven burdred and Sorty-foxr
bufbels§ the bounty on which, amounted
to 72,433). befides barley, malt and rye.
What 2 fund of wealth.is this ? How de-
cided a proof of the benefits refulting (rom
agriculture, when well conduéied |
‘This derail may ferve to evince, inwhat
high eflimation agricuiture has been held
by the wileft nations; and of how much
importance it is to the profperity of cvery
country, Thefe ideas, or fuch ac thefe,
were, doubtlels, firongly impreffed.on the
minds of thofe public-fpirited gentlemen,
who formed your foricty. ‘They knew
the advantages of -tkilful “hufbandry, and
wifhed their fellow-citizeng might partake
of them, ‘They aro intitled to the thanks
of every inhabitant. There is an ample-
field for their exertiops in -Nova.Scotia -
-for in few countries is the alfiftance of
fuch a focicty more wanted, and few
where it may be of more advantage. Pro-:
cced then with ardour in" your laudablg
defign ;- and perfed, 'by. patient  perfeve-
rasce, what you have, with fo much pub:
lic fpiris;begun. S ‘
So-far ;as re{pe@s myfelf, 1 thall mofl
cheerfully contribute, all that is in my
power, to forward the benevolent purpofe
of your fociety; and. it is impoffibic to
think favourably of any man who withholds
the heip he can give——he muft be a: bad
member of the community. | havemuchiq
offcr, concerning agriculture ; but.am un.
willing to trouble . you with' too ‘much at
onetime, ‘Should this:little effay, on the
'genera!:fubie&. meet the fociety’s appro.
bation, I-fhall hereafter enter occafionally
into. minater " details. of matters which, [
$onceive, are interelling to ‘the exccutiond

of “yobr fcheme, = ",~ 7 = ", .
. In the'mean-time, I have the honour to
- be, with much efteem: and refped, for yoy
. and the- fociety,~ - ' i " oo
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