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RHDROCK CAMP
AN EPISODE 0F EARLY COLORADO.

My simple @tory lu cf thoso times ere the magic power of
team

Firat whirlod the travoller o'er the plains 'with the swift-
nous of a dreain,

Redolug unto a fow day.' tîne, the jonrney ef many a
we.k,

That toll of old te, the miner', lot, oe ho " ightod " tal
Piko'. Peak.

Seatb llquid sunabino filling the air, 'mid wild flowors
varlod, gay,

A prairio waggon followed tho track that led o'er the
plains away;

And moat et those 'ueatb its canvas roof wero of lawless
type and rudo,

Mluero-broad-cheated and strongrly huilt, a rookies
gold-aooking brood.

Yot two of the numiter surely seemod meet strangoly out
of placo,

A gi, wîth fragle,lgracoful formi, sby look, and beau-
taons face;

Ono who bod wreugbt out the old, old tale, leftber home
'and finonda for ayo.

Bravod family frowns, and stranger's amile lovesà
promptlugs to obey.

And the lovor busband a: ber aide, no miner unlottered
ho,

Not snoif the tale told by well-abaed bande as a wo-
man's fair to se00;

But bis tail, litho form, talwart, well-kult, flrm moutb
aud look of pido,

Told of Iron wiil, reeolved t« win a fitting lot for bis
bride.

9'Tender ho was, but the plains wore vaat, toilsome and
tedioua the way,

Do)veloping oon the foyer germa tbat wltbin ber latent
lay;

And dally tbe velvot, azure eyes with a brigbtor lustre
burned.

* And the hectic flusb of ber waxen cheek to a deeper car-
mine turuod.

* Oh 1 the dread tlimo 'neath that canvas cloge, when obc
bravely fougbt for breatb,

Pire lu ber veine, wbilst more pating came eacb labor-
log painful breatb.

At leugth oeeove, abe claaped bis neck, witb a wlld and
wailing cry,

0O, darling, lay me oa God'a green eartb, 'neath Hia
auu.bligbt clouda to die 1"

Mut.ly the bnldogroem caugbt ber np after that touching
appoal,

Why refuse ber prayer wbon on ber brow vas already
aot desth'a seal 1

To proffored belp and rough worda of hope, to protesta
whlspored low,

Ho mnrmured, " Leave na-go on yonr way 1 Gond
eomnradea. It muet hbn."

Thon ln theoeyes of thoco recklesmon brlg4it toars wero
lstoing sesn,

FrorL their rnggod, thougb willing way, moat kindly
had thoy beau;

And no slflsb tsars ofasickneas dire had they showod by
look or word,

Fer whato'or of good dwelt witbin each beart, that bolp-
loua girl bail atlrred.

They ralaed a rude tont, and from their stores tbey
brougbt of tbe very beat,

Whlsp'rlng of apeody belp to ho aent, as eacb clammy
baud tbey presoed.

- Nay, frbenda, 0 ho saad, wltb a short. sharp laugbh, more
paluful thon aob to hear,

"No help seud back. for mvalf and vite muet perfore
both sttlehore."

Thon hoaast hlm down and plaoed ber bead on bis acb-
lhng. tbrobblug bresat

hlie tho sweeplng ruab of prairie vlnda aeemed to

And rdi ye wtched. itbout a abaide of regret or

Theo odig woggon, soon à epeok on the wlde and
boundiosa plain.

"Oh, Will. 1 on yonr trne and tender bont, tranquil
ad happyl1 de,

Ku.wlug our lives, tbongb nov severed bore, wl be
onjoinced ogoin on higbh;
On. kies, my hueband, lovlng sud loved, on. clasp of tby

è1rong, klnd baud,
O0"e Iorell look lu thy monrnful eyes ore I pans to the

SpitLandi1

B ut. God i what la this t" abe wildlyaka, vltb hurried
pauntiug grnp ;

Her lugera have toncbed a woapon of deatb in ber bus-

"O, bnurha od lose ld oaspe not go, unoalled, Ie

'Wif, wbon pasaou your apirit away, mine, too, shahl
take lse fllgbt Il"

li boots not f toîl the loving prayera that wellod from
that tr» uei.'.boar",

tBbc suo4 yulh au angel'a boly power, a woman'a vin-bna art,
Till that docp'rto mau, wlth qnlok, 1ev Bob, bia veapon
* teed away,
And promiaed, till came bis Makor's caîl, on this obeer-

lou a crtb to tay.

Thon anusine lit np ber wan, white fa.., and bright-
oued ber failing eyou,

Eukindling npon ber marble cbeek the glow of the sun-
ses skies;

Closor #he nealed lot bis breaat wltb a @mile of child-
1k. blils,

Thon unto tbe stranger in their midat uew 1f, hope,
vigour came,

Enklndled swifttiu that nature grand, by charity*s ardent
liame.

Ho nursed the slck and buried the dead, by the dylng
watohed until

The minera' rougb low blessed the chance that had
brought them " Parson Will."

'Twas thus tbey natnod him. Wben health returnod to
the stricken camp airain,

Yet one victim more the féer laimod, it was him ; nor
grief, uer pain

Looko forth from his earnest eyos, instead, they @bon@
witbà a radiant light,

As he wbispered," Joy and brightnoe come close after
the colddark night.

A few short heurs and from life'. duli chain will my
woary beart be free,

Then, anýel wife, my promise kept, I go unto God and
thee .1

Msts. LEPaOHON.
Motreai.

HESARTS'AND HANDS.
1 arn a widov vith one sou and one danglîter.

We live ou thc norti-western cosst of Scotlsnd,
in a spacieus bouse, built oee undred and fifty
years ago by eue of our aucestors. I have beard
that he vas a naval offilcer in the British ser-
vice, and had lived under the British flag,
"vberever tbe breeze cculd bear or oceamu
foani," until, wesry witb reaming, ho sought
this vorld-forgetting spot, rnanifesting bis ci'-
duriug love for the ocean by settliuîg witbin the
sonud cf the siren's voice, yet safe from bler
embrace. The mansion wbicb lie built must
be au embiem cf berscf-baif-feudal, haif-
modem - « cingiug te graceful tradition, yet
mindful cf living fscts. Everythiug in sud
sround the dwelling and the place suggcsts te
me the symptoms of family traits ; thet vild
shore, uuvisited save by the bcaving ocean ; the
dark feîest in eue direction> bookiug as thomîgli
its recesses might b. tbe abiding places of bogie.
or cf beautiful fainies ; vbile on LIe other baud
îay the deselate yellov buIs, crowned by gray
ciouds that seerned ever unwilliug te yield te
sushine.

The bouse itself snggested reflned coînfort.
It vas spacieus and substautial. Every part of
it vas rnoulded witb a symrnetry that lent graoe
te its strength, sud clearly bespoke a nature
cuitivated aud prend, secmre of its evu dlaims
and confidenît cf iLs ovu taste ; but the lofty
vestibule, the vide stsirway, sud the spacieus
halls were imbued vith tbe gleetu that ne fsncy
decoration, uer music uer iaughter, uer the in-
toxication of vine could uubend, for there vas
an invisible presiding influence that seemed te,
penetrate the hollovuess of mitb sud predlct
the briefness cf joy. From leng seclusion tromn
sncb a baunt, rny evn mmnd bas become as-
sirnilsteu te the atiuespliere, and wfuen 1 sttempt
gsyety it is in that subdued forni wbicb ex-
presses due revereuce fer the stately gloor ef
surroundiuîg associations.

It vas a glcomy nigbt, the nain poured
hcavly, but the vinds lay stili as if spectators
cf tIc perfermance of the pitiless flood-s slow
heaving cf the tide that vas coming in from
the sea. The fire roaned snd crackled as if try.

ig te b.hlarious in spiteocf the gullen glootu
vithout>, Cousin William, my cbldren sud
myseifsast around the broad hesrtb sud a sym-
pathetic seemed te fall upcuu us al]. I tried in
vain te tbink ef semething ile 'sant or cheerful
te say, but as eacb ides presented itself 1 found
some fouît vith it, as being toc liglit, tee
sombre, or tee comimouplace te b. worth the
utterance.

At lengtb, Cousin William-more in s toue,
bowever, of sclilcquy than cf conversation-
said :

"'Yes ! juat thirty years te.night since lie
died.1p

wAnytbing vas a relief te the long silence, sud
ve al eagerly caught at the oppertuniLy.

IlSince vhe died T" l"Whem do yen mean,
Cousin William 1" "Hov strauge that ycu
should reniember se veil anything that tran-
spired se long ago r'"IlWhe vas it that died T"

"ýeAny one in vhorn ve are interested T" I

"lOuîy as a kinaman," he ssid, "suad eue of
vhom you bave semetimes heard-our cousin,
Sir Hugh, vbo vas once possessed cof these
demains ; oe e vo enoyed the position sud
advantageo vhicb veatbsand titi. gave; oe
vho lad s brilliant career, Who ehould avehad
a happy life, but vIoe death vas atrauge aîîp
ssd.Po

IlDo tell us," I said, "semetbing about him.
1 bave aîvays Udlt s curiosity about him, fer ahl
the intimations 1 ever bad of bim have been
faint, indistinct giinrers--nothingr plain sud
explicit like the details cf cur other dead kins-
men ; sud I ain just lu the xneed to-migbt te
enjey a rummage into LIe secret dravers sud
bidden passages cf the pat ; se, (Cousin Wil-
liam, if yen yull lay aside ycun cigar aud drink
this glass cf vine, I kuov yen can make your-
self se entertaiuîiîg that the beating ran sud
moaniug ses viii be fergetten. I viii even
volunteer te place yen on the.train oU the fer-
saken past by asking if oun cousin, Sir Hugli,
vwas net a very ecceutric sort cf a person T"

IlRather strange, 1 migît. say, " replicd
Cousin William, "lbecause bis unlikeness te
othens did net show itself te event actions, as do
the vbims cf eccentric mon.- Society 'recog-
nized bum as eue conferming to bier miles, su'd
velcomed hi as a leader vho couid dictate its

turn, and while seeminz to open hie mind to
you, bie was only peuetrating yonr thoughts ; 80
that, on comparing your relations with wbat
you had beard, you were made to know that you
had, given ail and received nothing. "

"Xas bie bandsomne ?" asked my daugliter.
"That, was always a mooted point," said

Cousin William ; 1"those who had only a passing
view proîîounced him almost homelv, while
tbose who knew him wvell considered bim Ili coin-
parahIy bandsorne, the influence of his voîce
and manner being irresistible."

I can understand exactly how it was," said
1; "leven at this distance, 1 know that big
cousin of ours and feel bis power. 1 believe 1
can even tell you whiat portion of this bouse bie
built, for I can see it bas some toucbes greatly
differing from others. 1 bilieve that bie built
those two towers on tbe west side, tbat look like
far seeing eyes, trying to catch visions of sonie-
thing longed for which neyer came and neyer
was to cerne for bim. I feel as tbougb bis heurt
longed always for the taste of some joy it could
neyer reach, or was embittered by the thought
of something foolishly thrown away."

"You are romantie," said Cousin William.
"Not romantic, if you please," said 1, " only

very impossible, for although, as yen alieady
know, 1 arn a widow, possessed of a stout boy
and budding daughter, 1 amrnont one of those
dutiful dames wbo confer ail their blogm upon
their danghters and ail their heart mpon the
sons. 1 stili can boast roses on my cbeek and
acknowledge some flushing of tbe heart when
eitber dead or living heroes are tbe subject of
conversation. No," 1 reiterated, I ar nont
romantie, buît I can enter into some people'$
natures, tbough tbeir possessor bave been long
dead, and I cani gather them close te my heart,
and suifer the longinga that muade them sick
and mouriu for tbe fault8 tbat mnade them for-
loru. I wish 1 had lived wben lie lived, and
bad been bis sister, or-"

"4Or perbaps bis sweetbeart ?" continued
cousin William.

"Did hie have a sweetbeart T" eagerly in.
quired my little son. Il Did bie net love any of
the pretty ladiesT"

IHe was married," 1 said, anticipating
cousin William'. repiy.

"lH.e'sas," said cousin. William, "but un-
fertunately marrying anti loving do net always
go liand-in-hand, and bis was eue instance in
wbich, I think, tbey walked very far astunder."

" «And yet, " I said, Ilfrom aIl1 yen tell me, 1
imagine lie migbt bave cliosen id, been satis-
fied."

"lHi. success witlî woinei," replied cousin
William, Ilwas without parallel. Hi. slighitest
attention seemed te bave more iveighit than tbe
earuest devotion of other men. 1 might even
say hie was souglit of women. Wenlth, family,
position, personai fascination, ail tended te
make him the rnarked ideal of the tuuale sex;
but 1 fear that hi. cboice feli in wliat hie con.
sidered an nupropoitions spot, and in this fact
iay the secret of bis strangenese. It wa8 during
the sumimer precediug hi. deati: that 1 becanie
azqua nted with incidents whieh opened many
incidents te, me. He and 1 were afl'ectionate
companiens, I being the younger of the two ;
and, as I have said, duridg the summer preced.
ing b is death hie proposed that we sbould prose.
cute together a pleasure tour among the High.-
lands ; se, weset off provided witb hunting and
flshing implements, and for many day. pursued
our sports with much avidity-at least, I did,-
but 1 conld afterward, ini tlinking of the expe-
dition, recali the restiesa desire which Sir Hugli
seemed te repress, while hoe exhibited an un-
censcieus anxîety about soiuething net present.

"lWe had pursued our sports for the space
cf ton days, when, on the afternoon cf the
eleventh, we sîîddenly and witliout any warn-
iug, arrived at a cottage situated snugly in the
cleft cf the mountain, looking like the nest cf a
bird1. 1 was startled by the cultivated beauty
of its surroiindings, just iin the rnidst of th;e
meutýtain winds, reminding mie of sonie rare
flower berne by the winds frein a foreign shore,
wîth no kindred blossom te bear its companion-
ship. Tbe welcome accorded te us by the heada
of the famnily proved that Sir Hugli wao o-valnied
if net a frequent guest. A look cf inquiry
sbowed me that ail the usual farnily were flot
there; but the rustling of a dress, the sound of
o light footstep, and in the deer stood a young
woman wheae presence certainly answered te
Sir Hugh's unuttered- question. 'Miss Esther
Montroe, alw rme te make yen acquainted
with rny cosin ;' and 1 felt a soft band for a
moment within my own, a frank pressure, as

several times when hie thougbt bimself un-
observed, 1 read in bis glance a passienate de-
votion wbicb mode me feel that tbere "-as the
tslisman 'shicli in society sbielded him trom al
the cbarms and viles spread before bini by
coîîrtly dames.

I have said bouts becarne weeks in this
drearn cf happiness, wben at last 1 announced
that I must be tnrning rny face horneward. Sir
Hugli irnmediately sanctiomied tbe movement,
and it was agreed that two day. more sbould
concînde our visit. Estber výas net present
when we spoke cf our intention te leave, uer
do 1 kno%' bow she becarne informed cf it. I
omlv rernember that whien it was alluded to she
seenmed net at aIl surprised.

IlThe last evening of our stay was unusuaily
beautiftil. The clear orange suniset was soon
snifused with tlîe silvery beans cf the ful
meen. Tea was served in tbe arbor, wbere
mulsic, seng, and subdued conversation beguiled
the time until miduiglit. 1 know I reproaclied
myself at thte time for intruding on the parting
beurs of those wbom I feit were levers. f think
tbey watcbed the niglit eut together, and witb.
ont any endeavours on rny part, 1 heard so0
mnch cf their conversation as served for a key
te bis past and bis future life.

Il'Are yen in earnest about net returuing
biere?' 1 heard lier say.

I 1said 1 would net return untdI 1breuglit
iny bride.'

"' 4Yôur bride !' she said. ' I.sue already
selected ?-and bow long have yen loved bier '

«'That is a que.gtion,' lie said, affectiug to
laugh, 'bard te answer. 1 have knewn lier
these twe years. As toloving, yen are the only
person anthorized te speak oit that matter.
Surely yen know that ne living wom-an, except
yourself, lias ever caused my heart a tbreb.'

"l'1Yen love mc atid yet yen leave me 1
Strange contradiction,' slie said. ' But iL shows
me that 'shat bas been rny entire life bas been
witli vox only a passing epîsode.'

4&4If yeur design i. te he severe,' lie said,
you certaily bave driven home the weapon

this time, and given me an nndeserved thrust.
I am glad te say yen have doue me the greatest
injustice!'

"' I 1j udge yen by your owu actions,' she
said. 'Surely ne man should demlur te sucli a
tribunal.'

" Yen forget,' lie auswered, 'that I am nont
rny own master. Position bias its demands.'

I'None,' she said, ' but sucli as a strong
man could comtrol witliout any detriment te
his manbeod.'

"l' Yen mistake,' hie said. "lYen do net
know the world and its dictates-liow it sets
aside feeling whenl it conflicta witli custom sud
publiceopinionu.'

II confess that I knoiv littIe of the world
and 1 visli to kuow still less cf institutions
that demand falsehood in thc bolliest tics cf
life ; but 1 do net know that the world, uer
deuth should sever me from that fealty which
shoild be governied by higher laws than man
ever euacts.'

"'You sbould know that rank pays lieavy
penalties for its privileges, and the heaviest
penalty is the cime which concede8 the cheice of
wives and husbauds te -the dictaticu cf our
peena. As a prince seeks a priucess, se must an
earl seek a ceuntess-'
. IlCan I ever forget how rny chivalrj- fired at

this expression ! Sir Hugli was my kinsman,
yet boy I louged te stand before hlm as hier
champion, and tell hirn that the wealth ocflber
heart was richer than the rubies cf the bridai
gifts, and bier bros' a tliroue befere which
ceronets migbt kueci.

"I1 beard but littie more of the conversation.
I thouglit I beard a sob, and then lie seemed te
be pleading esrnestly and tenderly for some
token or privilege. Her last words were these

"lPromise me that, wbatever betide, yen vili
corne at my summons.'

I promise,' replied lie. I beard ne more.
"Early tbe next morning we set off. Esther

pleaded indisposition as an excuse for net ap-
pearing, and througb ber mother sent bier fare-
welîs and kind wishies for Our journgy.

IlOur juurney home vas anytbing but pies-
sant. Sir Hughi vas mo'ly beyond power te be
roused. Had I known les. cf bis secret, 1 migbt
have rallied bim on the subjeet cf bis pretty
ttesure ; but I kue' tco well where the for-
bidden ground lay te dare place my foot upon
anytbing ccncerning bier. Te me sue aeemed
se holy, so far above the ordinary level of ba-
dinage, that for beQr sake, even more than for
bis, 1 refrsined from ail referenoe te the subject.

"Wui .Asdrem rnedfrm urexurio -oI-
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